Little Italy Association

Board of Directors Meeting

Tues., Dec. 4, 2001 at 8:30 a.m.

Monarch High School

Present:
Tom Fat, Fat City Steakhouse / Mario Cefalu, Solunto Baking Co. / Tom Di Zinno, Di Zinno  Thompson / Domenic Brunetto, Mona Lisa Restaurant & Deli / Daniel Franklin Pond, India Street Antiques / Dino Cresci, Gargoyle Gallery & Café / Catherine Chester, Appraiser / Carol Gardyne, Gallery & Studio / Frank Stiriti, Vulcan Steam & Sauna / Larry Kuntz, Nelson Photo / Lou Palestini, San Diego National Bank / Daniel Moceri, Filippis / Father Steven Grancini, Our Lady of the Rosary / Ruben Padilla, Mexican American Insurance Agency

Excused Absences:
Steve Galasso, Caffe Italia / Pat Brunetto, American Linen / Gary Beardsley, Beardsley Auto Body

Guests:
Jason Farron, Supervisor Ron Roberts / Dirk Rowe, Monarch High School / Deborah Scott, Indigo Grill / Kara Galasso-Garcia / Gregg Maslak, Face It Clothing / Jerry Selby, CCDC / Silvia Nantista, Latitude Zero Salon

Staff: Marco Li Mandri / Shirley Zawadzki

MINUTES
The Chairman of the Board, Steve Galasso was not present so the President Marco Li Mandri ran the meeting. Marco called the meeting to order at 8:40 a.m. and asked everyone to introduce themselves. Marco asked the Board Members if the November Board meeting minutes had been reviewed. Tom Di Zinno moved to approve the November minutes and Lou Palestini seconded the motion. The Board voted unanimously in favor of approving the  minutes.

Community Reports
County Supervisor Ron Roberts
County Supervisor Ron Roberts was present to announce that he is the County Supervisor now representing the Little Italy  district. Supervisor Roberts gave some updates and stated that the County Supervisors were going to be meeting this morning to allocate an additional $700,000 for the County Redevelopment Project. He stated that they hope to add an additional 500 parking spaces and office space square footage to the project. He informed the Board that the County Redevelopment Project will not begin to break ground for another year and half to two years.

CCDC
India Street Improvements: Jerry Selby reported that the Phase II Community meeting was held on November 29th and went well with the community. A few design changes have been made to accommodate the street layout.

Bella Via: Jerry stated that they are waiting for an implementation agreement and still continue to have some design issues because the lot is so small.

Lennar / Quattro Fontaine: Jerry stated that the project is still moving forward.

SD Mechanical: Still under design but moving forward also.

Tree Lighting: Marco Li Mandri informed the Board that the tree lighting went very well and was well attended. He stated that the Italian Consulate knighted “cavallier” Mario Cefalu and lit the tree.

Treasurers Report
Lou Palestini reported on the November income and expense report. He stated that the Association had received $19,537.44 in income and expended $12,874.50. Larry Kuntz moved to approve the November report and Dan Pond seconded the motion. The Board voted unanimously in favor.

Monarch High School
Marco informed the Board that the Little Italy Association had donated $300 for fifty t-shirts for the grand opening of Monarch School. Marco stated that we needed to allocate $150.00 for breakfast and reaffirm the vote for the T-shirts. Catherine Chester moved to reaffirm the allocation and allocate the $150.00 for breakfast. Frank Stiriti seconded the motion. The Board voted unanimously in favor.

Digital Camera
Marco asked the Board to allocate up to $300 for the purchase of a digital camera for adding photos to the web site on a more frequent basis. Lou Palestini moved to allocate up to $300 from the reserve for the digital camerato be purchased from Nelson Photo  based on the recommendation from Larry Kuntz. Carol Gardyne seconded the motion. Larry Kuntz abstained from the vote. The Board voted unanimously in favor.

Letter to Consulate
Marco informed the Board that on page 14 was a letter to the Italian Consulate thanking him for attending the tree lighting.

Focus Plan Task Force
Frank Stiriti and Tom Di Zinno informed the Board that they are half way complete with the interviews of the Board members and will be done in December. Tom stated that they are “gathering information” only and will open it up to the Committee in January.

Piazza Basilone Task Force
Lou Palestini informed the Board that Tom Di Zinno will have the corporate sponsorship package ready in a few weeks. Lou also stated that Marty Schmidt will be putting the plans for the City together and the process may take up to six months. A Piazza Basilone Task Force meeting will be held this Friday at 2:30.

Design Review Committee
Marco Li Mandri informed the Board that Frank Asaro presented the Beech and India Street development. Frank Asaro will be presenting new plans to the committee in the next couple of months.

PROMOTIONS COMMITTEE
Baseball Banners

The Design Committee is recommending to the Board a new Baseball banner program.  The twenty new banners will have photos of  famous Italian baseball players and will be hung from May thru July. The cost of manufacturing will be from $120 to $150 each. Dan Moceri moved to approve the new banner program design and cost of approximately $3,000 for manufacturing. Lou Palestini seconded the motion. The Board unanimously approved in favor.

Mercato Sabato
The Promotions Committee is recommending to the Board the approval to move forward with Mercato Sabato the farmers market. The market is hoping to begin on February 2nd and then be on the first Saturday of every month from 9 to 5 p.m.. The committee is recommending one, to allocate up to $1,000 a month for additional staff time.  Second, allocate $3,000 from CDBG monies for a kiosk and third, utilize $5,000 from Special Event funds to purchase inventory for the kiosk. Larry Kuntz moved to approve the Promotions Committee recommendations above. Tom Di Zinno seconded the motion. The Board unanimously approved in favor.

Walking Map
The walking map will be passed out for the Boards review in the next month. The Committee expects it to be ready by the end of January.

ECONOMIC RESTRUCTURING COMMITTEE
North Embarcadero
Tom Fat informed the Board that the next meeting will be on December 12th at 6:00 p.m..

Washington School Foundation
The Board discussed the possibility of creating a foundation for Washington School in order to assist them in raising money for the school. Carol Gardyne moved to have staff research the cost and possibility of creating a foundation. Dominic Brunetto seconded the motion. The Board unanimously approved in favor.

Other
Deborah Scott from Indigo Grill stated that the restaurant would like to host a fund raiser for Little Italy Association after Christmas. The Board loved the idea.

Next meeting will be on Tuesday, January 8th at Our Lady of the Rosary.

Minutes written by Shirley Zawadzki.
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