Little Italy Association

Board of Directors Meeting

March 2nd, 2010 - 8:30 a.m.

Our Lady of the Rosary Parish Hall
Board Members Present
Vito Altieri, Domenic Brunetto, Pat Brunetto, Marianna Brunetto, Sandi Cottrell, Dino Cresci, Steve Galasso, Kara Garcia, Fr. Steven Grancini, Russ Haley, Larry Kuntz, Eugene Marley, Perry Meyer, Danny Moceri, Andrew Monarch, Anthony Napoli, Luke Vinci, Catt White
Board Members Excused
Tommy Battaglia, Charlie Coradino, Lou Palestini, Frank Stiriti, Tom Zolezzi
Guests

Sue Belmonte, The Daily Transcript / Joyce Summer, CCDC / John Swanson, guest / Linda Stewart, Ivan Stewart Electric Bikes / Ivan Stewart, Ivan Stewart Electric Bikes / Lindsey Masukawa, Assemblymember Lori Saldana’s office / Debi Besmer, Porto Vista Hotel, Patricia Baetz, resident / Mark Ulman, Ulman Enterprises / J. Bray, Diamond Parking / Anthony Torregiano, Sal D’Acquisto Real Estate / Ted Przybylek, General Mortgage / Tony Di Bona, Sicilian Fest / Ramon Flores, Porto Vista / Rob Corona, Washington Elementary / John Graham, SDPD / Pauly De Bartolo, Funkitecture Studio / Kathi Meyer, Meyer Fine Art / Lauren Walsh, Citrus PR / Paula Kwast, ArtWalk / Dino Crese, Zia’s Bistro / Ron Lacey, Mayor’s office / Rick Vogt, Nat’l Conflict Resolution Center / Forrest Roberts, resident / Christian Cristiano, Cristiano Spa & Wellness
Staff (Non-Voting)
Marco LiMandri, Chris Gomez, Rosie DeLuca
Introductions

The President of the Board, Steve Galasso, called the meeting to order at 8:37 a.m.  

Board as well as guest introductions were made.  The meeting was turned over to Marco Li Mandri, Chairman of the Board.(The “Chairman’s position is an honorary, non-voting position).
Minutes

Fr. Steven Grancini moved to accept the February minutes.  Vito Altieri seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor to accept the Board minutes.

COMMUNITY REPORTS
CCDC

Joyce Summer reported on these issues:

· Sound Bites to be held today at Horton Plaza

· A new “Downtown Today” magazine is now in circulation

· The Marriot will undergo extensive renovations, which will include a new esplanade along the waterfront

· Quiet Zone update
Councilman Kevin Faulconer’s office
James Lawson reported on the following projects:

· Quiet Zone

· Ferragosto meeting with Luke Vinci, Kevin has allocated $1,000 in TOT funds towards the event

· Stop sign at Kettner & Fir has been installed

· Stop sign at Kettner & Kalmia is coming soon

· Construction at Front & Cedar – James responded to an audience inquiry and advised that he would follow up with more information on the project at the next Board meeting

Assemblymember Lori Saldana’s office
Lindsey Masukawa reported on the following:
· 89,000 letters will go out to businesses to redeem their IOU’s

· Revenues are up from last month

· Cox Foundation – grants available for schools

· Internships – application period has closed

Mayor’s office
Ron Lacey reported on the following:
· Financial issues within the City of SD, they will be in limbo until they see how much money the State of California will be taking from the Cities

· Street repairs

SDPD
John Graham announced that the Police Department is currently looking for RSVP & VIP officers
Washington Elementary School
Rob Corona reported on the following school projects:
· As a school fundraiser, the students made masks to sell at Carnevale – they sold out!

· The school’s Walk-A-Thon fundraiser has been postponed until June 16th
ANNOUNCEMENTS / PUBLIC COMMENT
North Embarcado Visionary Plan

The Association had previously written a letter to the Coastal Commission in support of the North Embarcadero Visionary Plan.  The Coastal Commission has postponed the hearing on the issue until April.
COMMITTEE REPORTS    

Organization Committee
Year to date financial report

Marco LiMandri reported on the Association’s year to date financial report.  Larry Kuntz moved to accept the report.  Anthony Napoli seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.
County Resolution on County Enhancement Grant
A Resolution of the Board of Directors approving the filing of an application with the County of San Diego for Community Enhancement Program funding during the County’s FY 11 was presented to the Board in the packet.  Dino Cresci moved to adopt the County Resolution.  Anthony Napoli seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.

Recycling Program implementation
We are ready to start the recycling program, the seed money was provided in a FY 10 Grant from County Supervisor Ron Roberts.  We will then submit receipts to the State Department of Conservation, and then be reimbursed.  CCDC will also put $40,000 into the program.  We will also recycle from businesses and with those revenues the program will be revenue neutral.

Borgnine memo
Danny Moceri contacted Ernest Borgnine to let him know about the banner that was created with his image as part of our “Italian-American Academy Award Winners” banner program.  Ernest was very pleased with the banner and provided the Association with a signed autograph to show his appreciation.
Burtech use of Juniper and India lot
The fences blocking the sidewalks at Juniper and India Streets have been pushed back so the sidewalks are now open.  Marco asked James Lawson to check and see if Burtech’s construction staging area has been relocated.

DISI Committee
Update from February 26th meeting

Marco provided the Board with a brief update from the DISI Committee meeting that took place on February 26th.

“Legends” Proposal – March 30th Dedication
The first “Legends” commemorative plaque will not be placed on the Reader Building as originally planned, rather right next to it on the Café Zucchero building.  The dedication ceremony will take place on Tuesday, March 30th from 10:00 to 12:30.  Frankie Laine will be the first plaque in the series, other persons under consideration are:

· Ernest Borgnine

· Larry Lucchino

· Tommy Lasorda

Piazza Tomaso, Sept 15th dedication
A diagram showing the proposed Bell Tower for the Piazza Tomaso project was presented to the Board.  The tower as presented in the diagram will be down-sized.  September 15th is the proposed dedication date; the Association will try to raise the funds to offset project costs.  Danny Moceri moved to authorize staff to work on project with projected completion date of September 15th.  Luke Vinci seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.
Gran Fondo update
The Gran Fondo (translated is Big Ride) will take place this Sunday at 7 a.m., the streets will reopen at 10 a.m.  This is the second year of this event, and approximately 2,500 riders are expected.
Carnevale update
Marco updated the Board on the Carnevale event.  We want to make the event more festive to better define the theme, and will be looking for a major underwrite to offset costs.
ArtWalk update
Sandi Cottrell updated the Board on the upcoming ArtWalk event.  They are offering Marketplace advertising at $350.  They have been accepted to the Disney program “Give a day, Get a day” where volunteers can get a free day at Disneyland for their service.  The magazine will be distributed at the end of March, and an ad will appear in the UT on April 15th.
Ferragosto update
Luke Vinci reported that they are moving forward with the event that will take place on Saturday, August 14th at Amici Park.  

Sicilian Festival update
The upcoming Sicilian Festival will take place on Sunday, May 23rd from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.  The event will have the same footprint as last year.  The DISI Committee has approved the event and are seeking the Board’s approval.  Fr. Steve Grancini moved to endorse the event.  Anthony Napoli seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.

PROW (Public Rights of Way)
Brad Richter at CCDC is developing a strategy for the PROW - CCDC will write an ordinance especially for Little Italy.
Change of Venue policy, Sandi and Chris
We will work on updating the venue policy.

UNICO event
The HBO miniseries “The Pacific” will begin airing next week.  UNICO would like to do a joint-effort film festival event honoring Basilone on May 1st that would coordinate with the timing of the HBO series.  The date may change due to a potential conflict.  Catt White moved to authorize staff to work with UNICO on this event.  Vito Altieri seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.

Hotel meeting on Concierge Book
A meeting with area hotel concierge took place in the Little Italy office on  March 1st, they were each given two copies of the completed concierge book.
Gateway Signs
Marco asked Joyce Summer to ask Tara Lake for a complete report on Gateway Signs at the next Board meeting.
CCDC Wayfinding system
The CCDC funded Wayfinding system is still in the works.
Next meeting
The next DISI Committee meeting will take place on Friday, April 2nd @ 9:00 a.m. at the Pastoral Center.

PARKING COMMITTEE
Two-hour free parking on Saturdays
Two-hour free parking will commence in a few weeks at the Washington Elementary School lots.  The first two hours will be free, every hour thereafter will $2.00/hr.  No Little Italy business employee parking will be permitted. 
Working with Parking Management group to secure new lots
We are working to open dormant lots for public parking use.

Evening Valet
We are trying to get an improved Valet Program back into place by the end of March.

Maps on parallel to diagonal and perpendicular parking
We have submitted maps to the City for revised diagonal street parking; we will start with Columbia Street.

OTHER
Letter regarding Front & Cedar

A letter copy of a letter written by LIRA to Kevin Faulconer regarding the intersection at Front & Cedar was provided in the Board packet.

Article
An article appeared in the Urban Land magazine regarding Special Benefit Districts in Cities.  Marco was interviewed for the article, it was a good article with great exposure.
Next meeting:  
The next General Board of Directors meeting will take place on Tuesday, April 6th at 8:30 am at Our Lady of the Rosary Parish Hall.
Motion to adjourn

Domenic Brunetto moved to adjourn the board meeting.  Fr. Steve Grancini seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.
The Board then went into Executive, Closed Session to discuss contractual issues regarding the Little Italy Mercato and a recently settled lawsuit.
Minutes submitted by Rosie DeLuca, staff. 
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