Little Italy Association

Board of Directors Meeting

December 1st, 2009 - 8:30 a.m.

Our Lady of the Rosary Parish Hall
Board Members Present
Vito Altieri / Tommy Battaglia / Domenic Brunetto / Pat Brunetto / Marianna Brunetto / Sandi Cottrell / Sal Cresci for Dino Cresci / Steve Galasso / Kara Garcia / Fr. Steven Grancini / Larry Kuntz / Perry Meyer / Danny Moceri / Andrew Monarch / Anthony Napoli / Lou Palestini / Catt White / Tom Zolezzi
Board Members Excused
Charlie Coradino / Eugene Marley / Frank Stiriti / Luke Vinci
Board Members Absent (Unexcused)

Russ Haley

Guests
Lauren Walsh, Citrus PR / Ted Przybylek, General Mortgage / Sean Wherley, Senator Kehoe’s office / Tara Lake, CCDC / Tara Manna, Be Beauty / Kathi Meyer, Perry L Meyer Fine Art / Patricia Baetz, resident / Kevin Lynch, Law Office of Kevin Lynch / Paula Kwast, ArtWalk / Forrest Roberts, resident / Mark Ulman, DeLuca Enterprises / Joyce Summer, CCDC / Jenna Patronete, Marriott Residence Inn / Ramon Flores, Porto Vista / Karen Galasso, visitor / John Graham, SDPD / Tom Cervello, resident / Anthony Torregiani / Sal D’Acquisto RE Group / Janie Warlow, Principal – Washington Elementary School / Chris Bott, Little Italy Resident’s Assn / Jim Schneider, James E. Schneider
Staff (Non-Voting)
Marco LiMandri, Chris Gomez, Rosie DeLuca
Introductions

The President of the Board, Steve Galasso, called the meeting to order at 8:38 a.m.  

Board as well as guest introductions were made.  The meeting was turned over to Marco Li Mandri, Chairman of the Board.
Minutes

Vito Altieri moved to accept the November minutes.  Tommy Battaglia seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor to accept the Board minutes.

COMMUNITY REPORTS

CCDC

Tara Lake reported on the following issue:

· Letter to Mayor from Fred Mass
Joyce Summer reported on the following projects/issues:

· CCDC is requesting a letter from the Association illustrating a long-term financial plan

· The speaker at today’s “Sound Bites”  luncheon in Horton Plaza is the new Fire Chief

· Façade Improvement Program

· Dog Park – interim in East Village

· CCAC Elections – 11 new members, no Little Italy seats were up for reelection

Senator Christine Kehoe’s Office

Sean Wherely from Senator Kehoe’s office distributed the current newsletter and highlighted the following items within:

· Water Package

· Increased funding for California Wildfires

· Accion San Diego – provides loans for small businesses

Marco asked Sean about the “cooling off” period for ADA lawsuits.  Sean informed Marco that a bill of this nature has already been put into effect.  Sean stated he would send the new legislation to Marco for review.
SDPD

Officer John Graham reported on current activity for the Little Italy area.
Washington Elementary School

Principal Janie Wardlow reported on current school happenings:

· The school’s participation in the Little Italy Holiday Tree Lighting

· School marketing & brochures

· Italian Classes will be offered to the students funded by a grant she recently received
Councilman Kevin Faulconer’s Office
Council rep James Lawson reported on the following issues:

· City budget cuts

· Small Business Enhancement Program (SBEP)
ANNOUNCEMENTS / PUBLIC COMMENT

Andrew Monarch from Footwear, Etc. asked if anyone had information as to when the above ground water pipes that were installed by the City during the Water & Sewer Main Replacement would be removed.  They are unsightly and also may be a tripping hazard.

Chris reported that the street lights are out between Ash & Cedar Streets, we are currently working with the City to correct.

COMMITTEE REPORTS    

Organization Committee
Year to date financial report

Lou Palestini reported on the Association’s year to date financial report.  Dan Moceri moved to accept the report.  Sandi Cottrell seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.
2009 Board Members
A list of the 2009/2010 Board Members was provided to the board in the packet.

Update on San Diego National Bank
U.S. Bank acquired San Diego National Bank on October 30, 2009.  They have named Robert Horsman, the former president and CEO of San Diego National Bank, to the position of regional chairman for U.S. Bank in San Diego.
Lou Palestini informed the board that he has been in contact with the bank to convey that if they would like to continue with our business then they should support the Association whenever possible.

Sal Giametta letter of resignation
Sal Giametta sent a letter to the Association indicating that he recently joined the office of County Supervisor Ron Roberts.  Given the demands of this new position, it is necessary for him to resign his position on the LIA board.  Steve Galasso moved to accept the resignation of Sal Giametta.  Danny Moceri seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.
Report from new Financial Development Officer
Anthony Napoli reported that in his position of Financial Development Officer (FDO), the game plan is to raise money for long-term Little Italy projects.  
Looking for property for permanent home in Little Italy
Since the property that the Little Italy offices, maintenance yard, and storage house will be redeveloped within the next year or so, Marco stated that he has begun looking to acquire property that will accommodate these functions.  We hope to gain stability in doing so.  He stated that he was simply investigating the options and would report to the Org Committee if any long term prospects arose.
Pizzeria Luigi becomes “Landini Pizza”
Pizzeria Luigi has changed its name to Landini Pizza.  
PC647 from Dani Stroud
Dani Stroud provided the board with a copy of PC647 which states that it is illegal to be intoxicated in public.
Marijuana Club at Cedar and Union
The City is trying to create zoning for Medical Marijuana dispensaries; one guideline would be that the facilities could not be located within 1,000 feet of any school.  This would eliminate the rumored location for a new Pot dispensary store at the corner of Front and Cedar.
Meeting on January 5th?
The possibility of a holding a General Board meeting in January was discussed and it was suggested to postpone the next meeting until Tuesday, February 2nd, 2010.  Larry Kuntz moved to postpone the January general board meeting until February.  Perry Meyer seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.
DISI Committee

Update from November 20th meeting

Marco briefly reviewed the minutes of the November 20th DISI Committee meeting.
Holiday Village
Catt White reported on the Holiday Village, an Arts & Crafts shopping event that will take place during the afternoon and evening of the Holiday Tree Lighting.  
Anthony Napoli reported on the details of the upcoming event.

Lauren Walsh from Citrus PR reported on the media coverage planned for the event.

PROW Proposal, status
The PROW (Public Rights Of Way) pilot program that will affect streets and sidewalks is currently in the works.
Mercato
Catt White reported on the Mercato event planned for this weekend, and also mentioned upcoming promotions.  Mercato will be closed for Christmas and for ArtWalk.

Legends Proposal
James Marino, representing the Frankie Laine family, has come up with a proposal that will pay tribute to local Italian Americans who have made great contributions to both the local and national scene.  Currently, the concept is that the person must be an Italian American who made great contributions to the US and had a tie to San Diego at one time in their lives.  We are considering that some of the first few designees might be Frankie Laine, Larry Luchinno, Ernest Borgnine and Tommy Lasorda.  All have a tie to San Diego’s Little Italy.
The installation of plaques on the Little Italy sign will be part of the Legends tribute.  Examples of the plaques and wording were distributed and the board has until Friday to suggest changes.  The wording for the genesis of the Little Italy Sign and the World Cup Soccer event had previously been approved by the Board.  Marianna Brunetto moved to approve of the plaques conceptually.  Vito Altieri seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.

Festa update, final income and expense in December
Marco showed the current Festa Income & Expense report.  We are still awaiting sponsorship income, as well for as the invoices for City Services.
Ferragosto
Luke Vinci spoke to the Board about the Ferragosto event which is planned for August 14, 2010.  For more information on the event, please visit the website:  www.ferragostosd.org or call (619) 234-4820.

Little Italy “North” Meeting
A meeting of the Little Italy North stakeholders took place on November 5th.  This is a good group with great ideas.  Staff is playing a supportive role and encouraging the businesses in the North to figure out their own branding and marketing strategy.  We will sit on the sidelines until they figure out what they want to do.
Gateway Signs
Little Italy Gateway Signs have previously been approved by the Board for the following locations:
· Kettner & Kalmia

· State & Hawthorn

· Union & Cedar

The signs will be solar-lit.  We are waiting for CCDC to figure out when they will be installed.  The Association has been waiting since 2002 for the installation of these signs.
Taste of Little Italy update
Sandi Cottrell reported on the Fall Taste of Little Italy that took place in November.  It was a great event with positive feedback.  Anthony Napoli acknowledged Citrus PR for their great promotional work.  An income and expense report was distributed.
Banner Proposal
Marco reported on proposals to create three new Little Italy banner series, as follows:
· Italian Product Banners:  May – August

· Italian-American Academy Award Winners: immediately following Buon Natale banners

· Italian-American Banners (to add to the existing series):  October

We are currently seeking board input on these banners. We are also seeking authorization for staff to find funding, and for conceptual support.  Larry Kuntz moved to conceptually support the banner series, and for staff to find funding for each series.  Lou Palestini seconded the motion.  A brief discussion took place.  The board voted unanimously in favor.

Pet Calendar
Patricia Baetz spoke about the “Dogs of Little Italy” calendar that she produced; they are currently selling for $15 each.  All calendar proceeds will be split between LIA and Our Lady of the Rosary Parish.

Next Meeting
The next DISI Committee meeting will be held on Thursday, January 8th at 9:00 a.m (later changed to January 15th );
Parking Committee
Copies of a Union Tribune article on Parking Meter revenues were distributed to the Board.
Speed bumps under the sign
We are investigating the possibility of installing speed bumps under the Little Italy sign.  We have made an inquiry to our Council office on this, at this point the City is recommending that the installation of the speed bump is not justified.  Marco disagreed.
Hole in ground at Juniper & India
The City is currently working with CCDC to resolve this problem.
Parking Structure at Kettner & Beech
A letter was sent to Brad Richter at CCDC regarding the parking structure proposed for Kettner & Beech Streets.
Christmas parking with validation
Staff is recommending that we implement (this weekend) a Holiday parking validation program that will feature the following:

· Self Parking

· Free parking with validation from participating businesses

· 2 or 3 lots with attendants

· Sign Twirlers

· 4 Saturdays in December, hours from 9-6

· The lots to be used would be the two lots at Washington elementary school and the Delawie lot at Juniper and India.

If the program is successful, it could be expanded throughout the rest of the year.  Staff is not sure if the Parking Meter contract will support the costs related to this program.  We are still trying to determine this.  We are currently seeking the Board’s approval to use funds from the Savings Account in the event that the Parking District funds cannot cover some or all of the costs of the program.  Time is of the essence since this holiday season is key to the businesses and we must attract as much business here as possible.  The income and expenses will be reconciled at the end of the month.  The savings account may be reimbursed if the Parking District revenues are authorized.  Anthony Napoli moved to approve the Parking Validation program using up to $2,500 in funding from the Savings Account to underwrite the December Validation program.  Tommy Battaglia seconded the motion.  A discussion took place.  The Board voted unanimously in favor to underwrite the program from savings if need be.
OTHER
Article on Parks
An article on public spaces and parks was distributed to the board in the packet.

Enterprise Zone in San Diego
Jim Schneider spoke to the board about finding money for businesses through State and Federal tax refunds through the Enterprise Zone.
Motion to adjourn

Kara Garcia moved to adjourn the December Board meeting at 10:10 am.  Larry Kuntz seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor to adjourn the December meeting.
Next meeting:  
The next General Board of Directors meeting will take place on Tuesday, February 2nd at 8:30 am at Our Lady of the Rosary Parish Hall.
Minutes submitted by Rosie DeLuca, staff. 
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