Little Italy Association

Board of Directors Meeting

November 3rd - 8:30 a.m.

Hampton Inn – 1531 Pacific Highway – San Diego, CA 92101
Board Members Present
Vito Altieri / Tommy Battaglia / Pat Brunetto / Marianna Brunetto / Sandi Cottrell / Steve Galasso / Kara Garcia / Russ Haley / Larry Kuntz / Eugene Marley / Perry Meyer / Danny Moceri / Andrew Monarch / Anthony Napoli / Lou Palestini / Frank Stiriti / Bill Stone / Catt White / Tom Zolezzi
Board Members Excused

Domenic Brunetto  / Charlie Coradino / Dino Cresci / Fr. Steven Grancini / Luke Vinci

Guests

John Graham, SDPD / Joyce Summer, CCDC / Paula Kwast, Taste of Little Italy / Shirley Altieri, resident / John Swanson, guest / Tom Cartier, City of San Diego / Roy Moody, SDPD / Ramon Flores, Porto Vista Hotel / Kathi Meyer, Perry L. Meyer Fine Art / Mark Haines, 7-Eleven / Mark Ulman, DeLuca Ent. / Catherine LaFemina, Catalystic Art / Mark Jones, SDPD / Neoma Boccuzza, Chase / Juan Carlos Moreno, Chase / Sean Fitzgerald, Hampton Inn / Janie Wardlow, Washington Elementary / James Lawson, Councilmember Faulconer’s office / Tara Manna, Be Beauty / Amy Lorenzen, Hollis Brand Culture & Subtext Gallery / Lauren Walsh, Citrus PR
Staff (Non-Voting)

Marco LiMandri, Chris Gomez, Rosie DeLuca

Introductions

The President of the Board, Steve Galasso, called the meeting to order at 8:37 a.m.  

Board as well as guest introductions were made.  The meeting was turned over to Marco Li Mandri, Chairman of the Board.

Minutes

Bill Stone moved to accept the October minutes.  Steve Galasso seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor to accept the Board minutes.

COMMUNITY REPORTS
CCDC
Joyce Summer reported on the following projects:

· Neighborhood Use Permits (NUP’s) applied for:  Benecatto Italian Kitchen, Glass Door, Pappalecco

· Airport Tech Advisory Group – Looking for a Little Italy rep.  Catt White and Marco agreed to attend the meetings.

· CCDC Website -  Joyce showed the Board a board that demonstrated how one can easily navigate the CCDC website

· Downtown Soundbites – Shirley Horton is the speaker at today’s Downtown Soundbites, a brown-bag event at Horton Plaza

· CCDC Bus Tour – has been revamped

· Little Italy Public Improvements – John Anderson reported that the Little Italy Public improvements have been approved by the City Council and will go out to bid in November.  The budget is $1.7 million and will include sidewalk upgrades, tree planting, etc.

Councilmember Kevin Faulconer’s office
James Lawson reported on the following:

· Homeless Winter Shelter – A site has been chosen, not in Little Italy but will still be in the downtown area

· Downtown Library – Council has approved the research of construction costs.  The City would like to build without tapping into the General Fund

· Civic Center – Would be built only if it is found that money can be saved in the long run

· Festa – Great success

Steve Galasso asked about a long-term solution to the Winter Shelter problem.  James responded that an RFP will go out for a permanent intake facility.

City Attorney’s Office

Dani Stroud reported on the following:

· Convention in LA – Attended last month, very valuable

· New Case Management System – will join District Attorney’s office in their system.  Will generate electronic versions of case files.

Marco referred to an article that was provided in the packet regarding a new law in place for alcohol abusers.  Would like if the City could go into that direction.

Washington Elementary School
Principal Janie Warlow reported on the following:
· Trick or Treat on India Street – Janie thanked the Association for this event for the children

· Looking into ways to market Washington Elementary as an International Baccalaureate School

· Received a $6,000 Language Grant from the Italian Consulate in Los Angeles – will teach Italian lessons at the school

· Promoting the image “A Downtown School with a neighborhood feel”

· Union Tribune – wants to do a story about the relationship between the school and the community

SDPD 
John Graham reported on the following:

· Crime Activity in the area

· Test to allow SDPD to tap into area business surveillance videos

· New Captain and Lieutenant at Central Division – Frank Stiriti introduced the new Central Division Captain Mark Jones and Lieutenant Roy Moody.  Captain Jones spoke about plans for the department.  His contact information is (619) 744-9595/office, and (619) 990-0146/cell.  Lieutenant Moody informed the Board that he is willing to meet with individuals or as a group.  His contact information is (619) 744-9503/office and (619) 756-5173/cell.

Bill Stone spoke about the great service provided by PD, and told of an incident that occurred at his new place of business and the excellent police response time.  Bill also tendered his resignation as a Business Director to the Little Italy Board.

Larry Kuntz asked Captain Jones if they would ever consider bringing back foot patrols.  Captain Jones replied that they are currently experimenting with it in East Village, and can also look into it for Little Italy.

COMMITTEE REPORTS    

Organization Committee

Year to date financial report

Lou Palestini reported on the Association’s year to date financial report.  Danny Moceri moved to accept the report.  Vito Altieri seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.
Report from new Financial Development Officer (FDO)
Anthony Napoli reported that the plan over the next 3 years is to raise $1 million of non-assessment funds to go towards long-term projects.  Projects being considered are the Date Street Promenade and Heritage Center.  Annual Memberships will be available; a package is being put together.

Irvine Company
The Irvine Company put together a news insert, the back page featured Little Italy and included a mini-bio on Tommy Battaglia.

Park Design Article
An article was included in the packet regarding the challenges of Park Design.

Resignation of Bill Stone, Jim Bassi as Board Members
Letters of resignation were received by both Jim Bassi and Bill Stone announced his resignation.  Sandi Cottrell moved to formally accept the resignations of these Board members.  Perry Meyer seconded the motion.  The board voted unanimously in favor.

Status of San Diego National Bank
San Diego National bank was seized by the FDIC and is now a part of US Bank.  As a result of this, Lou Palestini can no longer represent San Diego National Bank on this Board as a Business Director.  Tommy Battaglia moved to reassign Lou Palestini from a Business Director to a Community At Large Director.  Catt White seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.

Lou Palestini spoke.  He informed the Board that San Diego National Bank has been a major supporter of Little Italy and the Community.  Marco acknowledged the Bank’s long standing contributions to the Little Italy Community.

Report from John Anderson on CCDC Street Lights Project
John Anderson reported that CCDC is looking for a letter of support from the Association to replace all High Pressure Sodium bulbs to LED or Induction bulbs.  It will also be necessary to replace all wires and conduits.  After the information was provided by John, it was agreed that the Association would write a letter in support of the change.

DISI Committee
PROW Proposal, approval due by November 13th
For the past year, we have been working on the concept of a special ordinance that would regulate and authorize the Little Italy Association to implement various public amenities in our public right-of-ways, as well as begin new initiatives as demonstration projects in other areas of San Diego.  We would like to devise a conceptual document that will serve as the basis for a new ordinance that would sanction existing “gray area” projects in our public rights-of-way, as well as pre-authorize new ideas that we have for the creation for our dynamic neighborhood. 

A timeline was provided to the Board in the packet.  Perry Meyer moved to accept the proposed Public Rights-of-Way Ordinance, subject to changes, additions, or subtractions of the Little Italy Board with a deadline of Friday, November 6th at 5:00 pm.  Danny Moceri seconded the motion.  A discussion took place.  This proposed Ordinance would go before Councilman Kevin Faulconer’s office and CCDC.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.

Mercato/Farmers Market update
Catt White reported.  The Mercato has been steady, with many new vendors wanting to participate.  Investigating a new curb cut on Columbia to the Reader Parking Lot so Date Street can be freed up.  Receiving great press.  Catt also spoke about Mercato upcoming events.

Artisan’s Market
The Artisan’s Market has been tabled until we can find a street where business owners are supportive of the event.

Festa Update
The final Income and Expense report for Festa will be presented at the December Board meeting.

Little Italy North meeting
A meeting of the Little Italy North stakeholders will take place on Thursday, November 5th
Gateway signs
The Little Italy Gateway Signs will be installed soon
CCDC Wayfinding system
A Downtown-wide wayfinding system is currently being developed

Legends Proposal
The concept is to pay tribute to local Italian Americans who have made great contributions to the local or national scene.  The tribute would be a permanent memorial in the sidewalks of India, Date, and State Streets to the people selected by the LIA Board to be honored.  The goal is to bring attention to San Diego’s Little Italy as the leading center of Italian American culture and education in the United States.  Will go through the DISI Committee, then to the Board.

Taste of Little Italy update
Sandi Cottrell reported on the Taste of Little Italy that will be held on Wednesday, November 4th.  Tickets are prepaid $35 and $40 on the day of the event.

Trick or Treat on India Street
Marco thanked the businesses that participated in the Trick or Treat on India Street event, it was a great success.

Next meeting
The next meeting of the DISI Committee will take place at 8:30 on Friday, November 20th, 2009.

Community Advisory Board
Memo to Frank Alessi on the Piazza Amerigo site

A letter was sent to Frank Alessi, CEO of CCDC, requesting acquisition of parcel at State and Fire and consolidation into new Public park for Little Italy.

NUP for Glass Door
A copy of an NUP for the Glass Door (allowing an outdoor use area) was provided in the Board packet.

Pappalecco application
A copy of an NUP application submitted by Pappalecco (allowing a sidewalk café) was provided in the Board packet.  The only issue with this application is the use of permanent barriers.

Enoteca application
Again, the only issue with this application is with the proposed use of permanent railings.

Parking Committee
610 W Ash Cancellation

The contract between Ace parking and the Association for parking at the 610 W Ash building has been cancelled.

Valet Cancellation
The Ace Valet service contract will be cancelled.  The Association is investigating a free (with validation) Valet service on Saturdays during the Holiday season.

SOBO Committee
Sponsorships on trash bags

We will be looking into this.

Motion to adjourn

Steve Galasso moved to adjourn the November Board meeting at 10:00 am.  Anthony Napoli seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor to adjourn the November meeting.

Next meeting:  

The next General Board of Directors meeting will take place on Tuesday, December 1st at 8:30 am at the Our Lady of the Rosary Parish Hall.

Minutes submitted by Rosie DeLuca, staff.
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