Little Italy Association

Board of Directors Meeting

October 7th, 2009 - 8:30 a.m.

Our Lady of the Rosary Parish Hall
Board Members Present
Tommy Battaglia / Domenic Brunetto / Pat Brunetto / Marianna Brunetto / Sandi Cottrell / Dino Cresci / Steve Galasso / Kara Garcia / Fr. Steven Grancini / Larry Kuntz / Eugene Marley / Perry Meyer / Danny Moceri / Andrew Monarch / Anthony Napoli / Lou Palestini / Frank Stiriti / Catt White / Julius Zolezzi for Tom Zolezzi
Board Members Excused
Vito Altieri / Jim Bassi / Charlie Coradino / Russ Haley / Luke Vinci
Board Members Absent (Unexcused)
Bill Stone
Guests
John Swanson, guest / Tom Cervello, resident / Duane Shinnick, Shinnick & Ryan / Jabbor Swinton, Acqua Vista HOA General Mgr / Pasquale Ioele, Step Stone Real Estate / Janie Wardlow, Washington Elementary School / Tara Lake, CCDC / Ted Przybylek, General Mortgage / Ramon Flores, Porto Vista Hotel / James Lawson, Councilmember Kevin Faulconer’s office / John Graham, SDPD / Kathi Meyer, Perry L. Meyer Fine Art / Paula Kwast, ArtWalk & Taste of Little Italy / Ron Lacey, Mayor Jerry Sanders’ office / Valentina Di Pietro / Joel Fetters, Gloss Salon / Martin Schmidt, Environs / Amy Lorenza, Hollis Brand Culture / Jason Farran, Supervisor Ron Robert’s office / Donna Ilick, Synergy World
Staff (Non-Voting)
Marco LiMandri, Chris Gomez, Rosie DeLuca
Introductions

The President of the Board, Steve Galasso, called the meeting to order at 8:37 a.m.  

Board as well as guest introductions were made.  The meeting was turned over to Marco Li Mandri, Chairman of the Board.
Minutes

Steve Galasso moved to accept the September minutes.  Fr. Steven Grancini seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor to accept the Board minutes.

COMMUNITY REPORTS

CCDC

Tara Lake reported on the following projects:

· Upcoming CCAC elections on Tuesday, October 27th from noon to 6:30 pm – fliers were distributed

· Downtown Sound Bites – a free monthly lunch and learn held on first Tuesday of each month from noon to 1 p.m. at Downtown Information Center, Horton Plaza.  Bring a brown bag lunch

· Downtown Education Task Force

· Stop Light at Front & Cedar is under construction

· Little Italy Public Improvements (sidewalks) is in the final design stages

· Street Lights

· Quiet Zone

· Glass Door – NUP for Outdoor Deck, application is complete.

· Proposed Bayside Fire Station – Budget deficit will be considered on this project.
Council District 2
James Lawson reported on the following issues and projects:
· Stop Sign at Kettner & Fir – Was removed during construction, trying to get reinstalled.  Should be back up in 30-60 days.
· Construction at Night – Due to freeway impacts, CALTRANS has mandated that construction on designated roads at night.  Should be done by the end of October.
· Plans for the temporary Winter Homeless Shelter are underway
Mayor’s Office
Ron Lacey from the Mayor’s office reported on the following issues and projects:

· Site for Homeless Shelter

· FY 11 Budget deficit

· Water

· Solar retrofitting project

· Alternate fuels, biofuels, algae

· Convention Center and Downtown Library improvements

Marco reiterated the City’s budget issues and added that restructuring the City is key, not always cutting.

County of San Diego
Jason Farran reported on the following issues:

· State will be taking money from the County

· County’s positive credit rating has been reaffirmed

· Community Projects Program has been revamped and renamed Neighborhood Reinvestment Program.  Application process will be more extensive.
SDPD
Officer John Graham reported on the following issues:

· Policing levels are currently at where we were in 1980
· Several burglaries in the district.  A new Lojack is available for Laptops.

Washington Elementary School
Principal Janie Wardlow reported on the following school projects:
· Tying together school art projects with Little Italy events

· Opportunity Knocks program – Pro-bono legal services through Summer Hilll

· Halloween Carnival will be held on Friday, October 30th.  Little Italy’s Trick or Treat on India Street will follow

· Enrollment numbers for this school year held, preschool is increasing

· On behalf of school the Association passed around a sign-up sheet to sponsor the school for musical instruments

· CCDC’s upcoming Global Village Fair.  May do Italy and if so, would ask the Association for help with the display

COMMITTEE REPORTS    

Organization Committee
Year to date financial report

Lou Palestini reported on the Association’s year to date financial report.  Larry Kuntz moved to accept the report.  Catt White seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.
Creation of new Financial Development Officer (FDO)
The Organization Committee has designated Anthony Napoli as FDO and to create “Forever Little Italy” as standing committee of the Association to help raise funds for future public amenities.  

Anthony spoke.  We will go after large projects, such as the Date Street Promenade, Little Italy Heritage Center, a Little Italy Film Documentary, and Foundation Membership.  The goal is to raise $250,000 per year so when projects are ready to go they can be immediately funded.  
Danny Moceri moved to designate Anthony Napoli as the new Financial Development Officer.  Steve Galasso seconded the motion.  A brief discussion took place, and Steve thanked Anthony for the huge undertaking.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.

SD Foundation Endowment
Anthony will meet with the San Diego Foundation on the status of the Little Italy Endowment Fund.
New Police Captain at Central Division
Frank Stiriti announced that a new Police Caption, Mark Jones, has been hired for the Central Division.

Walk with CCDC on acquisition of property in Little Italy for office
Marco walked the Little Italy district with CCDC to look for a permanent location for the Little Italy office.

Status of Bill Stone and Sal Giametta as Board Members
Letters of resignation will be received from both Bill Stone and Sal Giametta as Little Italy Board Members.
Resolution for Creative Communities
A Resolution of the Board of Directors approving the application for Creative Communities Funding from the City of San Diego Commission for Arts and Culture for FY 2011 in the amount of $50,000 was provided in the Board packet for review.  Sandi Cottrell moved to accept the Resolution.  Lou Palestini seconded the motion.  The Board approved unanimously.
City Attorney letter on Homeless encampment/Balboa Park
The City Attorney wrote a letter to the Mayor and City Council members regarding the consideration of Balboa Park as a possible homeless shelter site.  The City Attorney advised the Mayor and Council that this is not possible since it is a dedicated park and may only be used for park and recreation purposes.

Amici Ball success
Fr. Steven Grancini reported that the Amici ball was well attended and a great success.
Changing Core Columbia to Bayfront District, proposed letter
A letter was send to Fred Maas, CEO of CCDC by various Downtown Agencies, requesting that the name of the Columbia District be changed to Bayfront to more accurately reflect the images and to enhance the “brand” of the area.
Fire Station at Cedar and Pac Highway, sentiment of Board
Frank Stiriti reported that the Hotels adjacent to the site of the Fire Station proposed for Cedar and Pacific Highways are either unaware or opposed to the project.  The City is not seeking Community input on this project.  It was decided that LIA should get input from the affected neighbors.  Frank Stiriti moved to authorize staff to assemble a meeting to get feedback from the adjacent property owners.  Anthony Napoli seconded the motion.  A brief discussion took place and it was stated that Juniper and India would be a much better location for a Fire Station.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.
Stop Sign at Kettner & Kalmia
Businesses on the North end of Little Italy would like a stop sign installed at Kettner and Kalmia Streets as traffic is too fast at on that part of Kettner.  Perry Meyer moved in support of having a stop sign installed at that intersection.  Catt White seconded the motion.  A brief discussion took place.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.
CCDC / Gateway Signs
A meeting took place with CCDC about the proposed solar-lit gateway signs for the district.  Three proposed locations for the signs are:
1. Kettner & Kalmia

2. Union & Cedar

3. State & Hawthorne

Christmas Tree at Amici Park
We are currently in the process of having a Christmas Tree installed at Amici Park.

Marty Schmidt’s office

The Association will ask CCDC to purchase Marty Schmidt’s property at the corner of Grape & State Streets to be used as the Little Italy Heritage Center, a dog park, bocce ball courts, and a kids’ play area.
Public Restroom in Little Italy
Staff is looking into getting a nice public restroom installed near the Piazza Natale at India & Date Streets.  CCDC may be willing to fund this as there are currently no facilities like this in the downtown area.  It can tie into the proposed Date Street Promenade.
DISI Committee

Update from September 4th meeting

Marco briefly reviewed the minutes of the September 4th DISI Committee meeting.
Little Italy Walk of Fame
A proposal has been put forth to initiate a Walk of Fame of famous Italian American with their roots in San Diego’s Little Italy.  More info will follow at a later date.

Mercato/Farmers Market update
Catt White updated the Board on the Mercato and upcoming promotions.

Festa Update
· Scooter tickets – Lou reminded the Board members that they are each obligated to sell 20 tickets
· Sponsors – The Zolezzi family has committed $1,200 and got the Portuguese Society to commit to $1,000.  Also, Bank of America just came in at $2,000.  Marco reported that the gap is closing and thanked all who have contributed to the Festa.  
· Volunteers for the day – We are asking all Board members who are not involved elsewhere in the Festa to volunteer for 2 hours or more
· Report from Citrus on media coverage – Jenny Gilcrest spoke about the media coverage that Festa has and will be receiving
· Solicitation letter to businesses in Little Italy – A letter went out to Little Italy business who benefit from the Festa asking them to contribute to the Festa
· Lunch for Festa Underwriters – An appreciation lunch will be held on Thursday for Festa Underwriters 
Little Italy North update
A meeting of the Little Italy North Stakeholders took place on October 1st where the following items were discussed:

· Parking is number one problem

· Stop signs should be on every street north of Hawthorn

· Little Italy North as formal name

· Development of log

· Street signs

· Gateway Sign

New Artisan Market on State Street
Catt White reported on the New Artisan Market.  They are trying to phase the Mercato non-food vendors over to the Artisan Market.  Market is proposed to be held on Fir Street between India & Kettner from 1-5 on Saturdays starting on October 24th.  The Board previously approved the contract, we are now seeking approval of the location.  Andrew Monarch moved to approve the Artisan Market location, Kara Galasso seconded the motion.  Catt added that a “Veggie Valet” service will be provided for those who would like to check in their Mercato purchases while they shop at the Artisan Market.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.

Taste of Little Italy
Sandi Cottrell reported that the next Taste of Little Italy will be held on Wednesday, November 4th from 5 – 9 pm.  Sandi encouraged all Board members to attend.
Trick or Treat on India Street
An application for participation in the Trick or Treat on India Street event was included in the Board packet.  The event will take place on Friday, October 30th from 5:30 – 7:30 pm.  

Next Meeting
The next meeting of the DISI Committee will take place on Thursday, October 15th at 8:30 am.

Community Advisory Board
Update from September 8th meeting

Marco briefly reviewed the minutes of the September 8th Community Advisory Board meeting, where the following items were discussed:

· Glass Door Rooftop NUP

· Pizzeria Luigi – Application for Beer & Wine is pending, no railings

· Piazza Amerigo concept at Fir and State – Drawings were viewed that included an underground parking structure, new bocce courts, playground area, no-leash area, fountain and piazza by using existing parking lot, green area and Mary Schmidt property.  We will ask CCDC to purchase the property with the Parking District and Parking Meter funds.  Adopted conceptually by Community Advisory Board and are now seeking Board endorsement.  Lou Palestini moved to authorize staff to move forward on this project.  Frank Stiriti seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.

Parking Committee
Marco updated the board on the following Parking Committee projects

· Parking Survey
· New Valet program, 610 W. Ash building opening for public use
· Survey and negotiating with Parking Lots for Little Italy employee discount rates
· Fir & Kettner Stop sign, trying to get it reinstalled.
· Hole in street on Juniper – will be repaired
SOBO Committee
Marco updated the Board on the following SOBO Committee projects

· Year-end financial report
· Review of YTD expenditures
· Sponsorship on Little Italy trash bags
Other
· Informational articles were provided to the Board in the packet

· $350 was raised on sign-up sheet for Washington Elementary school musical instruments

· Upcoming “Bulls of St Agata Charge Little Italy” show will take place on Saturday, October 24th from 5 – 9 pm.

Motion to adjourn

Larry Kuntz moved to adjourn the October Board meeting at 10:10 am.  Kara Garcia seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor to adjourn the October meeting.
Next meeting:  
The next General Board of Directors meeting will take place on Tuesday, November 3rd at 8:30 am at San Diego National Bank, ground floor conference room.
Minutes submitted by Rosie DeLuca, staff.
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