Little Italy Association

Board of Directors Meeting

June 2, 2009 - 8:30 a.m.

Our Lady of the Rosary Parish Hall
Board Members Present
Vito Altieri / Jim Bassi / Tommy Battaglia / Domenic Brunetto / Pat Brunetto / Marianna Brunetto / Paula Kwast for Sandi Cottrell / Dino Cresci / Steve Galasso / Fr. Steve Grancini / Russ Haley / Larry Kuntz / Mary Mitchell / Dan Moceri / Lou Palestini / Frank Stiriti / Luke Vinci / Catt White / Julius Zolezzi for Tom Zolezzi
Board Members Excused
Kara Garcia, Charlie Coradino, 
Board Members Absent (Unexcused)
Sal Giametta / Anthony Napoli / Bill Stone / Rita Monares
Guests
Joyce Summer, CCDC / Adele Warner, Accounting 4 It! / Shirley Altieri, resident / Jason Gregory, SD Downtown News / Moe Siry, Porto Vista Hotel / Lindsey Masukawa, Assembly Member Lori Saldana’s office / Tiffany Sherer, BID Council / Janey Wardlow, Washington Elementary School / Patricia Baetz, property owner / Dani Stroud, SD City Attorney’s office / John Graham, SDPD / Sean Wherley, Senator Christine Kehoe’s office / Tara Lake, CCDC / Andrew Gonzales, UPS Store – 501 W Broadway / Tod Firotto, EVA / James Lawson, Councilmember Kevin Faulconer’s office / Nancy Nichols, The Waterfront / Jenny Gilcrest, Citrus PR / Andrew Monarch, Footwear Etc. / Amy Lorenza, Hollis BC – Subtext Gallery / Anthony Torrgiani, Sal D’Aquista Real Estate / Perry Meyer, Perry Meyer Fine Art / Tara Manna, Be Beauty / Byron Wade, Wade & Associates / Dave Elkins, Elite Service Companies
Staff (Non-Voting)
Marco LiMandri, Chris Gomez, Rosie DeLuca
Introductions

The President of the Board, Steve Galasso, called the meeting to order at 8:37 a.m.  

Board as well as guest introductions were made.  The meeting was turned over to Marco Li Mandri, Chairman of the Board.
Minutes

Fr. Steve Grancini moved to accept the May minutes.  Luke Vinci seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor to accept the Board minutes.

COMMUNITY REPORTS

CCDC

Tara Lake introduced Joyce Summer as her temporary replacement as the Little Italy Community Liaison.  They reported on the following Little Italy projects:
· Date Street Storm Drain – Notice to Proceed will go out this month
· Quiet Zone – Still in negotiation
· Bayside Fire Station – Rob Quigley has been hired on as the project Architect

· Education Task Force – Working on a Master Plan for Downtown Education

· LI Parking District – Board approved a 6 month contract

· Red Velvet Wine Bar - CUP Public Hearing / Meeting will take place soon

· Downtown Living Guide

Councilman Kevin Faulconer’s office

James Lawson reported on the following items:

· Councilman Faulconer has recently redesigned his website.  Check it out at www.sandiego.gov.  All input is welcome.
· Many Little Italy improvements are underway.  Contact James if there are any issues.

· Attended Taste of Little Italy – was a great event

· City is in the middle of budget negotiations

Senator Christine Kehoe’s office
Sean Wherley reported on the following:
· State Budget negotiations

· State Water restrictions

· Distributed Newsletter

SD City Attorney’s office
Dani Stroud reported that an arrest has been made on the person who has been posting false fliers throughout the district on a missing daughter.
SDPD
John Graham reported on the following issues:

· 109 City of SD Police Officers are retiring
· Homeless Outreach Team is losing 1 member

Officer Graham introduced Detective Jones from the PD Sex-Offender Task Force.  Detective Jones spoke to the Board about an area Sex Offender and also provided a brochure on Information for Citizens about Registered Sex Offenders to the Board.
Washington Elementary School

Principal Janie Wardlaw reported on school events:
· Security Cameras have been installed at the school so the campus is now monitored by School Police
· Pre-school will be open towards the end of August.

· School is writing a Grant to fund Italian Language classes for students

· 5th Grade Promotion Ceremony

COMMITTEE REPORTS    

Organization Committee
Year to date financial report

Lou Palestini reported on the Association’s year to date financial report.  Jim Bassi moved to accept the report.  Tommy Battaglia seconded the motion.  Russ Haley asked that the YTD column heading on the “Budget Overview by Fund” report be changed to YTD to Current.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.
Parking District contract with CCDC
The CCDC Parking District contract has been approved for 6 months, commencing on July 1, 2009 and will be for a maximum of $120,000.  Marco thanked Luke Vinci, James Lawson, Fred Maas, and the Mayor’s office for their assistance in getting the contract approved.  Among other things, the Parking District will open up off-limits parking to the public.
Parking Committee – First Committee meeting / Luke Vinci
Luke Vinci has been appointed as Chair of the Parking Committee, which will begin meeting soon.
Results of nomination process
The results of the nominations process was distributed to the Board.  

The Org Committee is recommending that the following Board Member or Nominee seats be appointed:
Property Owner Seats:  Recommend 8 out of 9 seats

1. Vito Altieri

2. Jim Bassi

3. Dominic Brunetto

4. Marianna Brunetto

5. Charlie Coradino

6. Dino Cresci

7. Anthony Napoli

8. Tom Zolezzi

Larry Kuntz moved that these members be appointed to the board.  Russ Haley seconded the motion.  The board voted unanimously in favor.

Business Owner Seats:  Recommend 6 out of 8 seats

1. Pat Brunetto

2. Steve Galasso

3. Larry Kuntz

4. Perry Meyer (new)

5. Eugene Marley (new)

6. Andrew Monarch (new)

Danny Moceri moved that these members be appointed to the board.  Dino Cresci seconded the motion.  The board voted unanimously in favor.

Residential/Tenant Seats:  Recommend 2 out of 2 seats
1. Luke Vinci
2. Kara Garcia

Vito Altieri moved that these members be appointed to the board.  Paula Kwast seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.

Community At Large Seat:  Recommend 1 seat
1. Sal Giametta

Catt White moved to appoint Sal Giametta to the Community At Large seat.  Lou Palestini seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.  

Election of officers for the coming year

Frank Stiriti moved to re-elect the current officers to the Board, in one motion:
· President:  Steve Galasso

· Treasurer:  Lou Palestini

· Secretary:  Jim Bassi

· VP:  Danny Moceri

Vito Altieri seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.

Finance Committee Meeting
A meeting for the Finance Committee is set to take place on June 25th at 10:00 am where the FY 10 budget will be set.
Annual Dinner
This year’s Annual Dinner will be held on Wednesday July 15th on the rooftop of Nelson Photo.  Each Board member will be obligated to sell or purchase (5) tickets @ $20.00 each.

Monarch School Update
Due to declining economic conditions and the lack of private donations, Monarch School has not met the schedule of performance.  They are requesting that CCDC consider purchasing the land at 808 W Cedar Street back from them so they can proceed with another location for the school.

SOBO Committee

Report from first Committee meeting

Tom Zolezzi is the chair of the new SOBO Committee.  Items discussed at the first Committee meeting were as follows:

· Review of proposed budget for FY 10
· Taking over Amici Park hardscape

· New budget for FY 10 - $780,000 in gross revenues

· Steam Cleaning of sidewalks compliance

DISI Committee
Update from May 29th meeting – Marianna Brunetto, Chair
Items that were discussed:
· Master Calendar for the year has been developed

· Mercato – Catt White updated the Board on the Mercato and its upcoming 1-year Anniversary celebration.  Events planned include Chefs & local restaurants as well as a party for vendors and staff.
· Rock & Roll Marathon – Not a Little Italy event, but was great exposure for Little Italy businesses
· Festa Week – Celebration of Italian American culture:

· Procession

· Banners
· Piazzas

· Long time businesses (Cecil’s, Filippis, etc)

· NoLI growth

· Bike, run / walk

· Gesso

· Festa

A meeting of the Festa Task Force will take place at 8:30 on June 15th at OLR Parish Center.
· Taste of Little Italy – Paula Kwast updated the Board on the SpringTaste of Little Italy that took place on Wednesday, May 27, 2009.  It was a well attended event and received good publicity.  The Fall Taste of Little Italy is proposed for Wednesday, November 4th.
· Sicilian Festa – Tony Di Bona reported that the Sicilian Festa was well attended, and received good media.  There were no negative incidents to report.
· NoLI Task Force Update – The purpose of the NoLI Task Force is to create a greater identity in the North end of Little Italy.  A meeting will take place this Thursday where a new Saturday afternoon event will be discussed.
· Old Town Trolley Tours progress – Old Town Trolley service has incorporated Little Italy in their route and are receiving great feedback.  Permanent trolley stop signage will be installed in front of It’s A Grind.
· Concierge book, distribution date – Little Italy menus and activity notebooks will be distributed to area Hotel Concierge

· GranFondo, new event date – The proposed date for next year’s GranFondo event has been set for February 28, 2010.
· Ferragosto – Luke Vinci reported on a new event is proposed for August 15th 2010 to benefit Our Lady of the Rosary.  It will be an outside venue on State to Cedar to Date and the first theme will be “When in Rome”.  More information to follow.
· Utility Box Murals – To date, all 7 utility boxes have been painted with the exception of 1 “hot” box
· Where Magazine – All Little Italy businesses are encouraged to advertize in the publication as it is distributed to area hotel rooms

· Electronic Banner concept – We are looking into doing an Electronic Banner demonstration project at the corners of India & Date Streets.  It is a new concept that will be piloted in Little Italy, free of charge in its initial stages.  It is a great way to promote events in color. The DISI Committee recommends that the Board allow staff to work with the Banner group.  Larry Kuntz moved to authorize staff to work with the banner group.  Luke Vinci seconded the motion.  The board voted unanimously in favor.  
Community Advisory Board
Items under review by CAB – Jack Pecoraro, Chair
· Joint use for grassy area at Amici Park

· Street amenities proposal

· Red Velvet Wine Bar CUP – Public hearing will take place on June 4th at 3:00 pm
· Allegro Tower Cell Tower
Parking Committee
Items under review by the Parking Committee – Luke Vinci, Chair

· Stop signs at Kettner & Fir; Kettner and Kalmia

· Removal of fence at Juniper and India construction site

· New signage

· Pedestrian signage from Trolley stop

· Review of new valet service

Little Italy Public Improvements – Report by Byron Wade
Byron Wade reported that the Little Italy contract doc’s are currently out to bid to rehabilitate the Little Italy area.  Work schedule to be performed is as follows:

· Repair sidewalks and ramps

· Replace trees

· Curb cut repairs

· Street improvements

· Water / sewer / storm drain repairs

A Little Italy Lighting Improvement program is also being coordinated by John Anderson from CCDC.  It will introduce induction lighting to the district and will begin between Cedar & Ash Streets.
Motion to adjourn

Steve Galasso moved to adjourn the June Board meeting at 10:20 am.  Danny Moceri seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.

Next meeting:  
The next meeting will take place on Tuesday, July 7th at 8:30 am at Our Lady of the Rosary Church.
Minutes submitted by Rosie DeLuca, staff.
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