Little Italy Association

Board of Directors Meeting

April 7, 2009 - 8:30 a.m.

Our Lady of the Rosary Parish Hall

Board Members Present
Vito Altieri, Jim Bassi, Domenic Brunetto, Pat Brunetto, Marianna Brunetto, Sandi Cottrell Steven Galasso, Kara Galasso Garcia, Sal Giametta, Fr. Steven Grancini, Larry Kuntz, Danny Moceri, Anthony Napoli, Lou Palestini, Frank Stiriti, Bill Stone, Luke Vinci, Tom Zolezzi

Board Members Excused
Russ Haley, Mary Mitchell, Catt White, Tommy Battaglia, Charlie Coradino
Board Members Absent (Unexcused)
Dino Cresci, Rita Monares
Guests
Jeanne Obenchain/Bella Stanza, Sandy Mendyk/resident-owner, Perry Meyer/Perry Meyer Fine Art, Paula Kwast/Artwalk, Tara Lake/CCDC, Bernie Sweeney/Double Tree Hotel, Anthony Acuna/Washington Elementary, Danny Stroud/Office of the City Attorney, Karen Cumming/ Washington Elementary, Donna Llicic/Synergy World Inc., Pasquale Iole/StepStone, Mark Haines/7-Eleven, Shirley Altieri/Resident, Forrest Roberts/Resident, Tara Manna/B Beauty, Philip Bona/Philip Bona Architect, Lindsey M./Assembly Saladana’s Office, Ron Lacey/ Mayor’s Office, Debi Besmer/Porta Vista, Chenais Siry/Porta Vista, Joyce & Gordon Summer/ To Market, Jim Schneider/James Schneider Inc.
Staff (Non-Voting)
Marco LiMandri, Chris Gomez, Monica Montes

Introductions

The President of the Board, Steve Galasso, called the meeting to order at 8:39 a.m.  

Board as well as guest introductions were made.  The Meeting was turned over to Marco Li Mandri, Chairman of the Board.

Minutes

Father Steven Grancini moved to accept the March minutes.  Vito Altieri seconded the motion. The Board voted unanimously in favor to accept the Board minutes.

COMMUNITY REPORTS

CCDC

Tara Lake reported on the following projects:

· Street Improvements
· Front & Cedar Signal Light
· Establishment of New Parks Downtown

· Civic Center Renewal Proposals

· Improvement to Washington Elementary

CCAC

Luke Vinci reported on the following projects:

· Meeting Date: April 14, 2009 at Wells Fargo Downtown 5:15pm will be bring up outside speaker issues and event speaker issues.

Assemblywoman Saldana’s office

Lindsey M. reported on the following projects:

· Tax refunds released

· Open invitation to submit nomination for veterans to be recognized in a recognition ceremony that will take place at a luncheon in Sacramento.

· March newsletter was released Highlighting Woman’s History Month

City Attorney’s office

Deputy City Attorney Danny Stroud reported the following:

· Police Shift Change

· Homeless outreach team is in tack in the area of East Village Downtown

· Homeless in Little Italy

· Avoid handouts to homeless

· If verbally attacked or threatened please contact Danny Stroud by email d.stroud@sandiego.gov or call (619)531-2000. Make sure there is an incident number given.

· If non-threatening issues arise, please contact Little Italy Maintenance am/pm staff they will document with photos and will remove them from premises. 

Little Italy Maintenance Daytime Contact - Michael Miller (619)454-2600

Little Italy Maintenance Evening Contact – Darryl (619)454-9683

· Chris reported on 2 homeless men that are causing conflict in Little Italy and that documentation was sent to Officer John Graham Stroud but nothing has been reviewed by him thus far.

· Marco stated that statewide legislation that prevents incarceration against someone’s will, even though they are clearly not in a position to make a coherent decision, be reviewed.  He stated that this “hands off” approach of the mentally ill is one of the biggest problems in Downtown and throughout the State.  Danny said she would research this legislation.

Mayor’s Jerry Sanders’ office

Ron Lacey reported on the following:

· Mayor’s budget briefing 

· Water Update- drought continues. Penalties will be issued to household use over the 40% normal usage. Purple pipes will help cut water supply given by outside region from 80% to 50%.

· Desalinization Plant – The Desalinization plant in will take 5 to 10 yrs to open in Carlsbad.

Anthony Napoli commended Jerry Sander for finally taking his Mayoral salary that was reported last week in the UT. He spoke for himself in this and would like for Ron to pass this on to the mayor.

Washington Elementary School

Anthony Acuna reported on the following school projects/events:
· Walk-A-Thon event raised $4,000, expenses totaled $1300, and they profited $2700. The event gave the children pride in the community. They thanked LIA for all their support in making it so successful. The hope to expand their sponsorship for next year.

Karen Cumming reported on the following school projects/events:

· School Improvements will start in two weeks with installation of Air Conditioning to classes and will be completed by September. They will be changing classroom furniture as well receiving laptops for students. 

· Artwalk – School will have a booth where all the students’ work will be displayed.

· Tours of school are available for parent(s) by appointment.

· Karen let us know she is leaving back to Australia and thanks LIA for all our support and contribution to Washington Elementary for the time she has been there.

Water and Sewer Project
The Board was provided with a construction notice and sewer & water main replacement map.
Project projected to be complete March 2010.
Articles of the Month
· Unico Italian Golf Tournament Application – Jim Despenza
· Press Release on Pane Amaro “Bitter Bread” –a documentary film based on Italian American immigrant experience 
· Movement to overhaul Sacramento in the works – Union Tribune
· Pension Bills to Surge Nation Wide/Will Stock Localities –The Wall Street Journal
· High Speed Rail – Union Tribune
· Pacific Highway block downtown sold for $7 Million currently occupied by Body Beautiful.
Announcements/Public Comment/Introduction of new residents-businesses
. 

· Bill Stone reported that the doors are officially closed on Simply Italian. He thanks Little Italy for  their unconditional support over the years.  Simply Italian has moved up to the Design Center stores on Morena Blvd and will continue to sell directly to the trade.
· Bernie Sweeney from the Double Tree introduced himself and reported:

· “Cans for Kids” Harborside School District fund raiser to collect plastic bottles and cans to be recycled to raise a total of $2,500.
· They are in the works in creating a “Taste of Italy” hotel package that will be placed as an insert inside the Business Journal and other publications that will be circulated though out California, Arizona and Nevada.
· They are developing a Friends and Family rates for Little Italy Association.

· The Doubletree has interest in being Little Italy’s Main Major Hotel.
· Anthony Napoli reported that Little Italy is where everyone wants to live. He credits the area to the board in steering it to make it’s what it is and what it has to offer residents. 

SDPD
Officer John Graham arrived and reported:

· Community calls have increased
· Calls to 911 are only to be made involving Criminal Activity in progress
· Calls for Services are backed up at Central Division
· 95 officers in Central Division will be leaving the force on June 30th. 
· SDPD questions, comments and concerns from Board:
· Chris reiterated about the 2 homeless men causing conflict and the documentation that was` submitted to them. John stated that he hasn’t received or seen it yet.
· Marco asked for an update regarding It’s a Grind ATM robbery. John Graham reported no car has been found yet.  He believes the Northeastern Division is working on this. Jim Bassi questioned the slow response of police to show up at the scene of the crime when he called 911 that night. John Graham let him know that due to a shift change of police its takes longer at times for them to arrive and that criminals may have know of shift change. 
· Steve Galasso reported that his ATM was broken into and that robber entry into premises is still undetermined at this time.
COMMITTEE REPORTS    

Organization Committee
Year to date financial report

Lou Palestini presented the year to date financial report to the Board, and explained the ups and downs in expenses and incomes. P&L Overview showed we are at $51,972.43 Net Income as of Jul’ 08- Feb’ 09.  Danny Moceri moved to approve the year to date financials.  Sandi Cottrell seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.
Parking Plan submitted to City Council
Marco reported that due to the denial of the proposed Parking District changes, that all meter changes will have to go through City Council for approval   Marco stated continuing to give the City Council final authority on any and all community parking district changes is burdensome and over centralized.  He recommended that the best system of ensuring parking turnover is to allow the affected Community to decide on this matters, under the auspices of the Mayor’s office.  He stated that the local media did a disservice to the areas with parking meters by attacking the program.  
CCDC Parking contract, update
Marco reports the Parking agreement with CCDC is almost finalized. July 1st would be the start date of the 6 month pilot program. Jim Bassi motion to approve Creation of a Parking Committee. Luke Vinci seconded the motion. The Board voted unanimously in favor.  The Parking Committee will oversee the contract and ensure that the maximum service will result from use of the parking meter funds in Little Italy.

Annual Dinner date
Vito Aliteri moved to set July 15th, 2009 as the date for the 2009 LIA Annual dinner. Sal Giametta seconded the motion. The Board voted unanimously in favor.
Meeting with Park and Rec on administration of Amici Park

The Park and Rec. Dept. reported that it cost $8,000 to administer Amici Park (both hardscape and the grassy area) per year. Marco believes that these costs are grossly understated. We are looking to take over the park and maintain the hardscape area. We are currently working with the City Council on this.
Designation of the Organization Committee to act as the Nominations Committee

Sal Giametta moved for the Org. Committee to act as the Nominations committee, to solicit nominations for open Board seats. Sandi Cottrell seconded the motion. The Board voted unanimously in favor. 
SOBO Committee
Designation of Tom Zolezzi as Chair of the Committee

At the last Board meeting, the Board created a new SOBO (Sidewalk Operations, Beautification and Order) Committee.  Kara Galasso moved to recommend that Tommy Zolezzi serve as Chair of the SOBO committee. Steve Galasso seconded the motion. The Board voted unanimously in favor.

DISI COMMITTEE
Master Calendar for the year
The Board was provided with a Master Calendar of Little Italy events in the Board packet.

Mercato update 
Catt was out of town so Marco reported that the Mercato is moving along well. We encourage the board to buy their produce at the Mercato. The Mercato will occur on Elm Street during the week of Artwalk.

Tour d’Fiore
Jim Bassi reported that 20 partnership packages have been distributed to solicit underwriters for the Tour di Fiore.  We must have at least 5 – 6 flower displays at various venues and piazzas around Little Italy to serve as an appropriate draw. The sponsorship packages range from from $1,000 to $10,000.   

Walking map
The Little Italy Walking Map is projected to be out by Artwalk.

ArtWalk
Sandi Cottrell updated the Board on this year’s ArtWalk event. The board received a street closure map. They hope to start setup earlier this year. They are still in need of volunteers for the event. There is an Artwalk gallery in place at the Airport on terminal 2, and will be there until September 2009.

Festa Task force meeting

The Festa Task Force has recommended that it contract with Bob O’Brien, who previously represented Precious Cheese, to help us find sponsors for this year.  The Task Force believes that Bob’s work and knowledge of the Festa will more than pay for itself.  Anthony Napoli motioned to retain Bob O’Brien for solicitation of the sponsors for this year’s Festa for $2,500. Frank Striti seconded the motion. The Board voted unanimously in favor.

Taste of Little Italy

Sandi Cottrell reported that the Spring Taste of Little Italy has tickets for sale online. The poster should be out in 10 days. There are 21 restaurants participating this year thus far.

NoLI Task Force

The Board received a copy of the NOLI postcard. They intend start with having “NoLI Nights” as well as “After the Mercato” Saturday strolls with open houses.

Utility Box Murals
Sandi reported that 5 of the 7 Utility Boxes have been painted already throughout Little Italy. 
Old Town Trolley Tours
Chris reported that tours started on April 1st. Tour buses have increased because of long waits in the area. Marco states that the tours are giving us more available parking in the area.

Piazza Tomaso
The Board received the preliminary drawings by John Li Mandri of New City America staff for the proposed piazza dedicated to Tom Fat at the corner of India and Ivy Streets.   Marco believes that area will be a great place for the north to gather and hangout. 

Next meeting

The next DISI Meeting will be held on Friday, May 1st 8:30am, Pastoral Center
Community Advisory Board

Street Sweeping Authorization

Luke Vinci motioned to authorize staff to ask the City to give us the funds they are currently spending on weekly street sweeping, ceasing the street sweeping services and halting evening ticketing. Anthony Napoli seconded the motion. The Board voted unanimously in favor.

Glass Door issue

Noise complaints via email on the Glass Door have been ongoing.  Marco is preparing a document to the ABC to attempt to curb the late night noise.

Scarab Pottery alcohol application 
A restaurant is proposed to occupy the old Scarab Pottery location. They will only be opened until 11pm every night. The full ABC license will be presented at the next CAB meeting.

Project Review Committee

Porta Vista Hotel

New public art to go up on the side of hotel building. 
Presentation by Jim Schneider tax attorney on “Enterprise Zones”

Joyce & Gordon Summer introduced Jim Schneider to the Board.  Jim Schneider specializes in tax incentives in Enterprise and Empowerment Zones.

Highlights from presentation:

·  “Enterprise Zoning” legislation

·  Tax credits

·  Federal and State Regulations

Please contact Jim Schneider at taxman86@pacbell.net with any questions or needs regarding tax returns and tax credits.
Motion to Adjourn

Jim Bassi moved to adjourn the April Board meeting.  Kara Galasso seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.

Next meeting:  

The next meeting will take place on May 5th 8:30am at Our Lady of the Rosary Church.

Minutes submitted by Monica Montes and Marco Li Mandri, staff.
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