Little Italy Association

Board of Directors Meeting

March 3, 2009 - 8:30 a.m.

Our Lady of the Rosary Parish Hall
Board Members Present
Vito Altieri / Jim Bassi / Tommy Battaglia / Pat Brunetto / Marianna Brunetto / Charlie Coradino / Sandi Cottrell / Dino Cresci / Steven Galasso / Kara Garcia / Fr. Steven Grancini / Larry Kuntz / Mary Mitchell / Danny Moceri / Anthony Napoli / Frank Stiriti / Catt White / Julius Zolezzi for Tom Zolezzi
Board Members Excused
Domenic Brunetto / Lou Palestini / Luke Vinci
Board Members Absent (Unexcused)
Sal Giametta / Russ Haley / Rita Monares / Bill Stone
Guests
Janie Wardlow, Principal Washington Elementary School / Rob Corona, Washington Elementary School / Nicole Resendiz, WamuBank-Chase / Joseph Carini, Vincenzo Restaurant / Umberto Falcone, resident / Ron Carey, Mayor’s office / Michael Busico, 1st Financial Planning / James Lawson, Councilmember Faulconer’s office / Andrew Monarch, Footwear, etc / Jesse Navarro, D.A.’s office / Dominic Dugo, D.A.’s office / Dona Ilicic, Synergy World, Inc. / Suzen Sarko, Realty Connex / Joshua Mello, Bank of America / Paula Kwast, ArtWalk / Nancy Nichols, The Waterfront / Bob Cruger, The Waterfront / Patricia Baetz, resident / Terri Osnaya-Watts, Washington Elementary / Karen Cummings, Washington Elementary / Anthony Acuna, Washington Elementary / Dawneva Acuna, Washington Elementary / Tara Manna, Be Beauty / Tara Lake, CCDC / Sean Wherley, Senator Christine Kehoe’s office
Staff (Non-Voting)
Marco LiMandri, Chris Gomez, Rosie DeLuca
Introductions

The President of the Board, Steve Galasso, called the meeting to order at 8:37 a.m.  

Board as well as guest introductions were made.  The Meeting was turned over to Marco Li Mandri, Chairman of the Board.
Minutes

Danny Moceri moved to accept the February minutes.  Catt White seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor to accept the Board minutes.

COMMUNITY REPORTS

CCDC

Tara Lake reported on the following projects:

· Quiet Zone

· Ariel Suites

· Front & Cedar Signal Light
Council Member Kevin Faulconer’s office
James Lawson reported on the following projects:

· Quiet Zone – There is a disconnect between BNSF and the City.  Councilman Faulconer met on the issue, the project should go to bid within 30-45 days.

· Sidewalk Improvements and Trees
· Water & Sewer Main Replacements – Will not conflict with ArtWalk

· Amici Park – Proposed LIA maintenance and enforcement of Park.  A meeting will take place on Monday March 9th with the Park & Rec Dept.

· Council Member Kevin Faulconer’s State of the District – Will take place on Monday, 4/27 at the Old Town Theatre.  Invitations to follow.

Senator Christine Kehoe’s office
Sean Wherley distributed Senator Kehoe’s current newsletter.  Highlights of the newsletter that Sean mentioned:

· State passed budget and closed the $42 billion gap

· Stimulus package – The State of California is estimated to receive $26 billion.

· Tax Refunds – Tax refunds are indefinitely delayed.

Mayor’s Jerry Sanders’ office
Ron Lacey reported on the following:
· State of California did not take anything from the City’s budget.  Mayor’s budget proposal will go to Council on 4/15/09.

· Governor called a State of Emergency on the water supply.  Conservation is key.

· Desalinization Plant – The Desalinization plant in Carlsbad will be a test for the State.

Steve Galasso thanked Ron for his efforts in coordinating a meeting between Parking Enforcement and the Association.

Washington Elementary School
Principal Janey Wardlow reported on the following school projects/events:
· Little Italy Carnevale – Janey thanked the Association for the invite to Carnevale.  The event was enjoyed by both Teachers and families.

· ArtWalk – ArtReach program will visit the school to prepare for ArtWalk

· Tour de Fiore – Looking forward to participating in the event.

· Upcoming Walk-A-Thon event

Announcements/Public Comment/Introduction of new residents-businesses
· Suzen Sarko from Realty Connex introduced herself to the Board

· Tara & Zouzou from Be Beauty introduced themselves to the Board

· Andrew Monarch from Footwear, etc. introduced himself to the Board

· Donna Ilicic from Synergy World, Inc. introduced herself to the Board

· Michael Busico from 1st Financial Planning introduced himself to the Board

· Jim Bassi informed the Board that an ATM Machine was stolen from It’s A Grind

Articles of the Month
· Public Pension issues / SDUT
· Lower crime in L.A. BIDs – LA times
· Consumers Cut Food Spending Sharply – Wall Street Journal
· Largest Employers in San Diego – San Diego Business Journal
Other
Marco informed the Board that a State Constitutional meeting has been called, more information to follow.

Chicago’s Little Italy
Marco reported on the demise of Chicago’s Little Italy district.

COMMITTEE REPORTS    

Organization Committee
Resolution for County Enhancement Grant
The Association is requesting authorization for a Resolution to request grant funding from the Supervisor Ron Roberts and the County of San Diego.  Larry Kuntz moved to approve the Resolution.  Vito Altieri seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.
FY10 Agreement with City of San Diego

As part of the FY10 BID Agreement with the City of San Diego, the Organization Committee is recommending the following:

· Authorize Steve Galasso to sign the FY 2010 BID Agreement
· Authorize Steve Galasso to sign Program Reports
· Authorize LIA to enter into an agreement with the City of San Diego to manage the BID for FY10
· Authorize all officers to sign the monthly Requests for Reimbursement
Anthony Napoli moved to authorize the recommendations as put forth by the Organization Committee.  Tommy Battaglia seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.

Year to date financial report

Marco Li Mandri presented the year to date financial report to the Board, and explained the changes that were made to the P&L Overview by Fund report that will now show beginning balances for a more accurate picture.  Jim Bassi moved to approve the year to date financials.  Larry Kuntz seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.
CCDC Parking contract, update
We are still trying to negotiate a contract with CCDC regarding the Parking District.  To date, we still do not know exactly how much revenue is generated annually, Luke Vinci is currently looking into this.  To reiterate, 45% of Little Italy Parking revenues goes to the Downtown Parking District.  We have been trying to get access to these funds since 1997.  As a last resort, if we cannot work out a contract and obtain access to the revenues we will look into legally pulling out all Parking Meters.  CCDC should have a contract by May.

Recycling Grant – update on line of credit
We have recently discovered that no money will be available from the State of California until at least August, so we will have to delay the process of the Recycling Program. 

Request for Supplemental Funding

A letter was sent to SCI Consulting Group via the Mayor’s office requesting the use of FY 2008 Supplemental Funds for the Little Italy Maintenance District.
Our Lady of the Rosary Procession, October 4th 2009
Fr. Steve Grancini spoke to the Board about the Feast of the Parish, a procession and event that unifies all Italian societies.  Marco is seeking Board authorization to sanction LIA staff to work with the Parish on this event where needed.  Larry Kuntz moved to authorize LIA staff to work with the Parish on this event.  Sandi Cottrell seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.

Effort to administer Amici Park

We are currently working with the City of San Diego to administer Amici Park.  The Park will include the following:
· Little Italy Heritage Park

· No-leash Area

· Upgrade Bocce Courts

· Plant Christmas Tree

· Row of Monuments

· Replant Vegetation
Concept of “Via Amici” along Date Street between India and Union:
Marco outlined the concept of a new “Via Amici” would be a long public space that would create a new Town Center for Little Italy that would tie the Church into India Street  There are a number of features that would be part of the Via Amici including the central fountain, the Mercato, new retail, a series of busts and pedestals, a no-leash area, the Heritage Park concept, enhanced landscaping, the Christmas Trees at India and Date and Amici Park, the Bocce Ball Courts and a redesigned Amici Amphitheater.   Discussion followed.  Anthony Napoli moved to endorse the concept of Via Amici.  Tommy Battaglia seconded the motion.  A discussion took place, it was stated that dogs would be kept in a no-leash area.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.
Sal Giametta and CONVIS
As of March 20th, Sal Giametta will no longer be working for CONVIS, so it has been proposed that his Board status be changed from Business Rep to Community At Large Rep.  Mary Mitchell moved to change Sal’s status.  Frank Stiriti seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.  Sal will continue to serve on the Board as a Community at Large rep.
Phil Bona and CCDC
A letter was sent to the Association by Phil Bona indicating that his position at CCDC, VP of Architecture and Planning, has been eliminated.  Phil intends to seek employment in the public and private sectors of architecture and planning in the San Diego.  Marco mentioned that since Phil is a resident of Little Italy, it would be great to consider him as a new Community at Large rep to the Board.
Memo to the BID Council
The Association sent a memo to the BID Council which named Marco and Chris Gomez as delegates to the Council.
Supervisor Roberts Grant Request
A letter was sent to Supervisor Ron Robert requesting a $15,000 grant to help fund approximately 60 Recycling Containers throughout the 48 blocks of Little Italy.
Creation of Sidewalk Operations Beautification and Order (SOBO) Committee
A sign up sheet was passed around to the Board for members to sign up to this new Committee that would be in charge of maintenance and security issues, as well as public space development and maintenance in Little Italy.  Non-Board members are welcome to this Committee, as well as Board members.  Danny Moceri moved to authorize the creation of this new committee.  Vito Altieri seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.
DISI Committee
Update from Feb 27th meeting
Marco updated the Board on the items that were discussed at the DISI Committee meeting that took place on February 27th.

Results of RFP for Marketing Firm
The Association placed an RFP ad in the SD Daily Transcript seeking a professional services contractor to provide public relations for the Association and its activities.  Two applications were received, Strategy Communications and Citrus PR Services.  The Organization Committee met to discuss the applicants, and is recommending that Citrus PR continue on as the PR firm for the Association.  The Organization Committee is recommending that Citrus PR Services be hired in the coming year to work with the Association on public relations related services.  The total cost of the contract for the BID and CBD related activities, including the Association featured special events, is $30,000 plus direct expenses.  The contract with the Mercato, for promotion, is supplemental to the Association agreement since that is a different funding pool.  Catt White moved to approve Citrus PR continue on as the PR firm for the Association.   Anthony Napoli seconded the motion.  A brief discussion took place.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.
Master Calendar for the year
The Board was provided with a Master Calendar of Little Italy events in the Board packet.

Carnevale update
Marco reported that thanks to the great PR provided by Citrus, Carnevale was a great success.  Streets will most likely be closed for the event next year.

Gran Fondo
Chris reported on the Gran Fondo bike tour that took place here in Little Italy on Sunday, March 1st.  Being the first year of the event it was a bit unorganized, but overall a good event.  Next year the event could start in, but not end in Little Italy.  The closing of India Street all day created a problem for restaurants on India Street.
Mercato update 
Catt reported that the Mercato is going along well.  We will be increasing the market as the weather warms.  The Mercato Monitor will go out in May to 2,000 homes and 5,000 to local businesses.  Ads are being sold to fund the paper.  Also, there will be a scaled-down version of the Mercato on Elm Street during ArtWalk.
Tour d’Fiore
Jim Bassi reported on the upcoming Little Italy event.  A partnership package is currently being distributed.  The mechanics of the event will be discussed at the next meeting.

Walking map
The Little Italy Walking Map is currently being updated, we are currently looking for sponsors to offset the printing costs.

Window Stickers
We are currently working on Little Italy window stickers and should have them by the next meeting.

ArtWalk
Sandi Cottrell updated the Board on this year’s ArtWalk event.
Results of Hotel Meeting
Marco thanked Sandi for her work on the hotel meeting that took place at the Little Italy office on February 20th.  Items discussed at the meeting were a Concierge Book, and Little Italy tours for hotel guests.
Taste of Little Italy
Sandi Cottrell reported that the Spring Taste of Little Italy will take place on Wednesday, May 27th.  Tickets will be sold online, as well as from the ArtWalk office.
Utility Box Murals
Sandi reported that 7 Utility Boxes will be painted by ArtWalk.  This project was funded by a grant from Supervisor Ron Roberts.
North Little Italy meeting
A North Little Italy (NOLi) businesses are organizing themselves into a new NOLi Task Force.  The Task Force will work under the auspices of the DISI Committee and will concentrate on creating a new image for the businesses, including design and art, north of Hawthorn.  NOLi will not be a separate district but rather be a sub-district under the LIA.  Perry Meyer, Eugene from the French Garden Shop and the owners of the Noel Baza Gallery are spearheading this effort.  They are coming forward with an event and will work with Citrus PR to promote it.

Piazza Tomaso
Bill Stone is heading up the proposed Piazza Tomaso at India and Ivy Streets.  Conceptual drawings will be presented at the next meeting.
Next meeting
Friday, March 27th, 8:30 am OLR Pastoral Center

Community Advisory Board
Glass Door issue
Noise complaints on the Glass Door have been ongoing.  The CAB may propose that they stop serving alcohol on the balcony at 11:00 pm every night.
Scarab Pottery alcohol application 
A restaurant is proposed to occupy the old Scarab Pottery location, alcohol will be served.  This will go before the CAB.
CCAC issues
The following are issues that we are currently working on at the CCAC level:

· Outdoor Music – We want to change the code so we can have pre-recorded music on speakers be installed outside of restaurants within certain guidelines.  We will need to change the existing municipal code to accommodate these desired changes.  We want to see Little Italy be the pilot area for this program.    Vito Altieri moved to proceed with the code change.  Dino Cresci seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.

· Railings – Moveable boxes or barricades are preferred to permanent railings for separation of the public from those drinking alcohol in the public rights of way.    Railings are a permanent intrusion.  Frank Stiriti moved to proceed with the code change, Kara Garcia seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.
· Stop Sign at Kettner & Fir – moving forward.  The Board has previously voted to install this stop sign at this location.
Project Review Committee

Leo Frye project “Ariel” notes
A copy of Architectural Rendering on the proposed Ariel Suites project was included in the Board packet.  The Project Review Committee met to review the project and submitted their written comments on the project to Brad Richter at CCDC.  The comments were included in the Board packet.
SOBO Committee/Tasks
Lighting Map
A map of Little Italy Acorn light locations was provided to the Board in the packet.

Trash Can Map

A map of Little Italy trash can locations was provided to the Board in the packet.

Presentation by Dominic Dugo, DA’s office on Fraud
Jesse Navarro introduced Dominic Dugo from District Attorney Bonnie Dumanis’ office to the Board.  Dominic is most knowledgeable on Workers’ Comp issues, and there is currently a Workers’ Comp Fraud campaign in the DA’s office.

Highlights from Dominic’s presentation:

· Insurance Fraud is #1 crime in State of California

· Billboard project underway in County of San Diego

· Workers’ Comp Fraud is a felony

· Increased employee injury results in higher experience modification (rate increase)

· Fraud can be committed by employees, employers, carriers, and medical providers

· Hotline phone # (800) 315-7672

Motion to adjourn

Kara Garcia moved to adjourn the March Board meeting.  Larry Kuntz seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.

Next meeting:  
The next meeting will take place on Tuesday, April 7th at 8:30 am at Our Lady of the Rosary Church.
Minutes submitted by Rosie DeLuca, staff.
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