Little Italy Association

Board of Directors Meeting

February 3, 2009 - 8:30 a.m.

Our Lady of the Rosary Parish Hall
Board Members Present
Vito Altieri / Jim Bassi / Tommy Battaglia / Domenic Brunetto / Pat Brunetto / Marianna Brunetto / Sandi Cottrell / Dino Cresci / Steven Galasso / Kara Garcia / Sal Giametta / Fr. Steven Grancini / Larry Kuntz / Mary Mitchell / Danny Moceri / Rita Monares / Lou Palestini / Frank Stiriti / Bill Stone / Luke Vinci / Catt White
Board Members Excused
Charlie Coradino / Russ Haley / Anthony Napoli / Tom Zolezzi
Guests
Mark Haines, 7-Eleven / Rob Corona, Washington Elementary / Tarina Kollar, Go Car Tours / Tara Manna, Be Beauty / Tara Lake, CCDC / James Lawson, Councilmember Kevin Faulconer’s office / Lindsey Masukana, Assembly Member Lori Saldana’s office / John Graham, SDPD / Paula Kwast, ArtWalk / Karen Cumming, Washington Elementary / Janie Wardlow, Principal – Washington Elementary / Forrest Roberts, resident / Shirley Altieri, resident / Terri Osnaya-Watts, Washington Elementary / Lauren Walsh, Citrus PR / Joe Scaglione, Bay Inn & Suites / Renata Caelseen, Kapreeza, Inc. / Zhaneta Millar, Kapreeza, Inc. / Amy Lorenzen, Hollis Brand Culture – Subtext / Jesse Navarro, DA Bonnie Dumanis’ office / Perry Meyer, Perry Meyer Fine Art / Ron Lacey, Mayor Jerry Sanders office / Umberto Falcone, resident / Anthony Acuna, Washington Elementary 
Staff (Non-Voting)
Marco LiMandri, Chris Gomez, Rosie DeLuca
Introductions

The President of the Board, Steve Galasso, called the meeting to order at 8:37 a.m.  

Board as well as guest introductions were made.  The Meeting was turned over to Marco Li Mandri, Chairman of the Board / Executive Director.
Minutes

Frank Stiriti moved to accept the December minutes.  Luke Vinci seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor to accept the Board minutes.

COMMUNITY REPORTS

CCDC
Tara Lake reported on the following Little Italy projects:

· Little Italy Public Improvements

· Signal light for Front & Cedar Streets

· Hanging Baskets

· Water & Sewer Main Replacements

· Quiet Zone

· Proposed Fire Station
· Ariel Suites – 19 story mixed used with 143 residential units
· Holiday Inn Express

District Attorney Bonnie Dumanis’ office
Jesse Navarro from District Attorney Bonnie Dumanis’ office informed the Board of a campaign that is taking place on Workers’ Comp. Insurance problems and fraud.  They are offering 15- minute presentations to interested businesses.  Marco asked Jesse if they could present at the March Board meeting, and Jesse agreed.  

Assembly Member Lori Saldana’s office
Lindsey Masukana from Assembly Member Lori Saldana’s office distributed “The Saldana Sun” newsletter, and informed the Board that Lori Saldana will assume duties as Assembly Speaker pro Tem later this year.  Assembly Member Saldana is also involved in negotiating for the California State budget.
Councilman Kevin Faulconer’s office
Matt Awbrey reported that City Council & Mayor’s office is currently working on the 2010 budget; Councilman Faulconer wants to hear our opinions on budget priorities, and also indicated that infrastructure is a priority in Little Italy.
Matt also spoke about a Grant Program in place that will fund additional curb cuts on sidewalks.  Contact the Council office if you are interested in receiving these services.
Matt informed the Board that he will no longer represent the Little Italy area, and introduced James Lawson as the new Little Italy liaison to the Council office.
Mayor Jerry Sanders office
Ron Lacey from Mayor Jerry Sanders office reported on the following projects:
· City Budget – City is financially challenged.  The Mayor’s office is waiting to see how State cuts will affect the City.
· Water Conservation – State water levels are extremely low, water is essential to power.  Conservation is key.

· New Water Sources – Carlsbad Desalinization Plant will be template for State of California.  Also, the use of “Purple Pipes” and capturing ground water are other ways of preserving our water.

· Bond Market – The City of San Diego is back into the Bond Market.

· Volunteers – The City of San Diego always welcomes volunteers

SDPD
Community Relations Officer John Graham from the San Diego Police Dept reported that Little Italy crime is low, but they are still working on the ongoing homeless problem.
Washington Elementary School
Janie Wardlow, Principal from Washington Elementary School reported on the following:
· Focus Group created – They are investigating what people want from a Downtown School

· Upgrades to School – Latest technology, air conditioning, new furniture

· Rob Corona – Little Italy liaison 

· Lou Palestini is now on Washington Elementary Foundation Board

· Amici Park issues

· Walk-A-Thon – The School will hold a Walk-A-Thon on 3/28/09, they will be using Little Italy’s One Mile Walk as the route.  Proceeds from this event will go towards after school enrichment programs.  Their goal is to raise $10,000.00.

CCAC
Luke Vinci reported that discussions are ongoing at the CCAC level regarding the Little Italy Parking District.  Luke reiterated that the Little Italy District generates $250,000 in parking revenues annually, yet we do not receive the benefits.  A new Valet program has been implemented by CCDC with an annual price of $100,000, but there is no accountability.
Marco referred to a letter in the Board packet that was sent to Frank Alessi, CFO of CCDC, on 10/8/08 regarding establishment of the Little Italy Parking District.  To date, no written response to the letter has been received.  The Board has voted on numerous occasions to move forward with the Little Italy Parking District.

COMMITTEE REPORTS    

Organization Committee

Year to date financial report

Lou Palestini presented the year to date financial report to the Board.  Sal Giametta moved to approve the year to date financials.  Din Cresci seconded the motion. The Board voted unanimously in favor.
Update from Organization Committee Retreat
The Minutes of the Organization Committee Retreat were provided in the Board packet.
Lou Palestini addressed the Board.  Lou stressed the importance of Community involvement and encouraged all to volunteer time at Washington Elementary and Our Lady of the Rosary.
Designation of Marco and Chris as BID Council Reps
The BID Council requires Little Italy to designate reps for participation in the Council.  The Org Committee is recommending Marco Li Mandri to serve as the Little Italy rep to the BID Council, with Chris Gomez to serve as the alternate.  Sal Giametta moved to accept the recommendation as put forth by the Org Committee, Bill Stone seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.

Inaugural Event on December 8th
The Inaugural Event that took place on December 8th on the Nelson Photo rooftop went well.

Recycling Grant – update
The Grant with The Department of Conservation has been approved, but we are hesitant to move forward due to the State’s financial situation.  The grant will provide for the placement of CRV bins throughout the district, where the recyclables can be collected and redeemed.

DISI Committee
Comment – the state of malls and the LI retail district
Due to the current state of the economy, many stores are going under which has greatly affected the shopping malls.  Small retail will need to be an alternative.  We need to get control and stay vigilant on the totality of the district.

LIA Brochure – distribution – Chris
Chris reported that the brochures are currently being distributed at approximately 150 locations throughout the County.  We are currently working on updates to the existing Walking Map, but cannot move forward until sponsorships are received to offset costs.

Mercato Update
Catt White reported that the Mercato has remained steady, and we have increased the PR.  City controls are getting tighter, so we are currently looking for volunteers to guard crosswalks.  Please contact Catt if you are able to help.
Christmas Village
The Christmas Village event was a great success, the tree lighting finale was attended by Mayor Sanders, and Council Members Faulconer and DeMaio.  
Infiorata on June 13th
Infiorata is a first time Little Italy event proposed for June 13th, 2009.  The event’s intent is to bring attention to Italian Art and Culture, and to present a beautiful presentation of flower petals throughout the community.  The DISI Committee is recommending that LIA hire Che Bella to coordinate this event for a fee of $6,000 which would be paid in (6) monthly installments from the MAD from February through July.  Luke Vinci moved that the Association hire Che Bella to coordinate this first year event.  Bill Stone seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.  Jim Bassi abstained from the vote.
Little Italy Tour for Life
The Italian Tourism Board will promote Italy here with a display in Little Italy on Thursday, February 5th on Date Street between India and Columbia Streets.
Carnevale
Chris reported that all Carnevale entertainment has been booked.  A $1,000.00 sponsorship was received towards this event from the Italy for Life Tour, and many other area businesses will sponsor the event as well.  The event will take place on India Street, between Beech and Hawthorn Streets.
Gran Fondo

“Gran Fondo” is Italian for the “Big Ride.”  On March 1st, Gran Fondo will take place here in Little Italy, with approximately 750 riders participating.  Start time for the event is 7:00 am, with 45 and 100 mile ride distances that will be finishing up by 3:00 pm.
Outdoor Music
Manny Sepeda will play music free-of-charge at the Piazza Basilone on the first Friday night of every month.
ArtWalk
Sandi Cottrell updated the Board on the 25th Annual ArtWalk event that will take place on April 25-26, 2009.  Mission Federal Credit Union has signed on to be the major sponsor.  Sandi encouraged all to come out and support the artists.
Taste of Little Italy

The Spring Taste of Little Italy will take place on Wednesday, May 27th.
Sicilian Festival, 2009 & 2010

This years Festa Siciliana will take place on Sunday, May 17th 2009.  A letter will be sent to the event organizers to request that they not set a date for the May 2010 event without coordinating with the Association.
Go Red
Chris reported that American Heart Association encourages all to wear red on February 6th to benefit Women’s Heart Disease.
Dogs of Little Italy Calendar
Patricia Baetz had an idea for a calendar of Little Italy dogs.  More information will follow at a later date.
CONVIS Website and Little Italy
Steve Galasso reported that Little Italy is not on the drop-down menu of the CONVIS website.  Sal Giametta mentioned that they are having trouble with navigation on the site, and it will be re-done in April.  Ideally, Little Italy releases will appear on the CONVIS website – this will be coordinated with Lauren from Citrus PR.
Utility Boxes
Sandi Cottrell reported that she is currently coordinating artists to paint the Little Italy utility boxes; this project was funded through a grant by Supervisor Ron Roberts.  Sandi will aim to have 5-6 boxes painted before ArtWalk.
Piazza Tomaso
Marco reported that Bill Stone will coordinate this project.
Next meeting
Friday, February 27th, 8:30 am OLR Pastoral Center

Community Advisory Board
Glass Door issue

The Association has received complaints regarding the after-hours noise from the Glass Door.  A request will be put forth to have the establishment stop serving alcohol on the balcony after 11:00 pm.
Pappalecco Beer & Wine License

Pappalecco has applied for a Beer & Wine license.  They propose to stop serving alcohol at 9:30 pm on weeknights, and 10:30 pm on Friday and Saturday.  Marco will ask that this is put into the code; he is also hoping that no permanent railings will be required – rather removable barriers.
Project Review Committee
Leo Frye
Leo Frye has proposed a 19-story project that will be located just north of the San Diego National Bank building (in front of the whale mural).  This project will go in front of the Project Review Committee today.
Washington Elementary School

Washington Elementary School will receive a cosmetic facelift.  A copy of the proposed design was presented to the Board for review.  The Board voted unanimously in favor of the design.
Motion to adjourn

Steve Galasso moved to adjourn the February Board meeting.  Lou Palestini seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.

Next meeting:  
The next meeting will take place on Tuesday, March 3rd at 8:30 am at Our Lady of the Rosary Church.
Minutes submitted by Rosie DeLuca, staff.
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