Little Italy Association

Board of Directors Meeting

November 4, 2008 - 8:30 a.m.

Our Lady of the Rosary Parish Hall
Board Members Present
Vito Altieri / Tommy Battaglia / Domenic Brunetto / Pat Brunetto / Marianna Brunetto / Sandi Cottrell / Steve Galasso / Kara Garcia / Fr. Steven Grancini / Larry Kuntz / Mary Mitchell / Danny Moceri / Rita Monares / Anthony Napoli / Lou Palestini / Frank Stiriti / Bill Stone / Catt White
Board Members Excused

Jim Bassi / Charlie Coradino / Dino Cresci / Russ Haley 

Board Members Absent (Unexcused)
Sal Giametta / Tom Zolezzi
Guests
Paula Kwast, ArtWalk / Luke Vinci, CCAC / Patricia Baetz, property owner / Sandra Mendyk, resident / Janey Wardlow, Washington Elementary / Forrest Roberts, property owner / Ron Lacen, Mayor Sanders office / Philip Bona, CCDC / John Graham, SDPD / Shirley Altieri, resident / Pasquale Ioele, Step Stone Real Estate / Karen Cumming, Washington Elementary / Terri Watts, Washington Elementary / Stacey Jones, WAMU / Lindsey Masukawa, Assembly-member Lori Saldana’s office
Staff (Non-Voting)
Marco LiMandri, Rosie DeLuca, Chris Gomez
Introductions

The President of the Board, Steve Galasso, called the meeting to order at 8:38 a.m.  

Board as well as guest introductions were made.  The Meeting was turned over to Marco Li Mandri, Association Administrator.
Minutes

Fr. Steven Grancini moved to accept the October minutes.  Frank Stiriti seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor to accept the Board minutes.

COMMUNITY REPORTS
CCAC

Luke Vinci reported that these candidates have been elected to serve on the Centre City Advisory Committee (CCAC).
· Little Italy Residential Tenant:  Luke Vinci

· Little Italy Residential Owner Occupant:  Laura Garrett

· Little Italy Business Owner:  Nathan Lee Colkitt
Luke thanked all Association members for their support.
SDPD
Officer John Graham updated the Board on current activities in Little Italy.

Mayor’s Office
Ron Lacey updated the Board on projects that the Mayor’s office is currently working on.
Washington Elementary
Janey Warlow, the Principal of Washington Elementary school thanked the Association for the Trick or Treat on India Street event that took place on Halloween.  She also spoke about the school’s participation with the SD Small Opera and a new program “Reading is Fundamental” which encourages volunteers from the community to read 30 minutes per week to the students.
Announcements/Public Comment
Lindsey Masukawa from Assemblymember Lori Saldana’s office presented the Association with a certificate of recognition for street beautification.
Stacey Jones from WAMU introduced herself to the Board, and said that her branch will be involving themselves in the Little Italy community.
District Updates
· The OLR Spaghetti Dinner was a great success.
· The Italian Consulate is setting up in San Diego

· Pasquale Ioele wants to start interfacing with the Little Italy Association and the Downtown Partnership

COMMITTEE REPORTS    

Organization Committee
Recommendation of Luke Vinci to serve as “Community At Large” rep on the Board
The Organization Committee is recommending that Luke Vinci be nominated to serve as “Community At Large” rep to the Little Italy Board.  Dan Moceri moved to nominate Luke Vinci to the Board.  Bill Stone seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.
Year to date financial report

Lou Palestini presented the year to date financial report to the Board.  Bill Stone moved to approve the year to date financials.  Larry Kuntz seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.
Community Valet – CCDC contract commencement
Marco reported that the Little Italy Community Valet will begin on 11/5, and will have two stops:

1. In front of Mexican Consulate

2. In front of Pete’s Meats

Letter to Frank Alessi on Parking Data

Marco also referred to a letter written to Frank Alessi on October 8th inquiring about the Little Italy Parking Meter revenues.  The Little Italy Board has previously voted to endorse the creation of a Little Italy Parking District, however downtown parking meter revenues have been used to underwrite bond indebtedness which ties up the revenues for use in this district.  
Discussion with CCDC on sub-contracting operation programs of the Little Italy Association, Board
Marco is currently working with CCDC to find what would be the best way to move forward on initiating parking programs, funded with parking meter revenues, in Little Italy.  Steve and Marco will continue to work with Fred Maas from CCDC to move forward.
Senate Bill 1708 on disabled access
In October 2008, Governor Schwarzeneggar signed SB 1608 in an effort to improve accessibility for Californians with disabilities and reduce businesses’ exposure to expensive litigation over access violations.
Grant for Recycling Program
In response to a grant written by Laura LiMandri, the California Department of Conservation has awarded the Little Italy Association a $100,000 grant to launch a district-wide recycling program.

Finance Committee
A Finance Committee meeting will be held upon the return of Charlie Coradino from vacation.

Resolution of Board – approval of 2009 TOT application
The Board must adopt a resolution approving the application for Creative Communities San Diego Program Funding from the City of San Diego Commission for Arts and Culture for Fiscal Year 2010.  Anthony Napoli moved to adopt the resolution.  Vito Altieri seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.
Water Projects in Little Italy
A map of water & sewer main replacements proposed for the Little Italy district was provided to the Board in the packet.

Public Affairs, authorization to issue RFP
Since our current PR contract will exceed $25,000 in the fiscal year, we will now be required to issue an RFP for these services.  Dan Moceri moved to authorize the Org Committee to work out the details of the RFP for Public Relations.  Catt White seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.
DISI Committee
Festa Update, press coverage
Estimated attendance for this year’s Festa was approximately 120,000.  The event had a great flow, as well as great exposure and press.

Letter to businesses who didn’t participate in the Festa
A letter went out to Little Italy businesses who did not pay for a space for Festa (yet derived benefit from the event) requesting donations.  So far we have received $1,100 in donations.
Citrus update
Our PR team, Citrus Public Relations, attends our monthly DISI meetings where they get their direction and also provide us with press updates.

Taste of Little Italy – Ticket sales for November 5th
Sandi Cottrell reported that the Taste of Little Italy ticket sales have picked up within the past week, and will most likely be sold out by the event.  Citrus PR has done a great job promoting the event.

LIA Brochure
The Little Italy Brochure is now complete and is in distribution.

Mercato update
Catt White gave an update on the Mercato, and mentioned that they are always recruiting new vendors.
Trick or Treat on India Street
The Trick or Treat on India Street that took place on Halloween was a great success, with over 22 businesses participating.  It is estimated that 500 kids in costume attended.
Christmas Village, looking for volunteers
Anthony Napoli and Catt White are working on this event that will take place on Saturday, December 6th which will be held after the Mercato and before the Christmas tree lighting on Date Street.
Next meeting
Friday, December 5th, 8:30 am OLR Pastoral Center

Community Advisory Board
New revised plan for Heritage Park and Dog Park
We are experiencing some difficulties regarding the use of City land for the Little Italy “Heritage Park” and Dog Park, and are currently revising the plan.

7-Eleven at Beech and State
A meeting will be held to explain the conditions of the 7-Eleven proposed at Beech & State Streets.  No alcohol will be sold at this location.

Articles
The following articles were provided to the Board in the packet:

· BoConcept, an urban furniture design company, has signed a seven-year lease in the Current Apartment building
· Vallejo City Manager offers to cut his annual $316,000 salary to help budget gap

· Current Economy being compared to Great Depression
· States’ Tax Receipts fell in latest quarter

Presentation

Philip Bona VP of CCDC gave a presentation on North Embarcadero Visionary Plan
Motion to adjourn
Danny Moceri moved to adjourn the November Board meeting.  Steve Galasso seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.

Next meeting:  
The next meeting will take place on Tuesday, December 2nd at 8:30 am – Holiday meeting  
Minutes submitted by Rosie DeLuca, staff.
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