Little Italy Association

Board of Directors Meeting

July 1, 2008 - 8:30 a.m.

Our Lady of the Rosary Parish Hall
Board Members Present

Vito Altieri / Jim Bassi / Pat Brunetto / Steven Galasso / Kara Garcia / Sal Giametta / Fr. Steven Grancini / Russ Haley / Mary Mitchell / Danny Moceri / Anthony Napoli / Lou Palestini / Frank Stiriti / Julius Zolezzi for Tom Zolezzi
Board Members with Excused Absence

Tommy Battaglia / Domenic Brunetto / Charlie Coradino / Sandi Cottrell / Dino Cresci / Larry Kuntz / Jen Rix / Bill Stone

Board Members Absent (Unexcused)

Rita Monares 
Guests

Ron Lacey, Mayor Sanders office / Paula Kwast, ArtWalk / Todd Reinheimer, Bank of America / Margie Farnsworth, SD City Firefighters / Gina LaMantia, SD City Firefighters / Patricia Baetz, Aperture / Jason Harper, BHAUS Media / Michael Dombroski, The Missing Peace Chiropractic / Tara Lake, CCDC / George Balgos, SD City Firefighters / Sean Wherley, Senator Kehoe’s office / Perry Meyer, Perry Meyer Fine Art / Yana Shayne, Downtown News / Catt White, Service SD Magazine & Little Italy Mercato / Marianne Brunetto, SDNB / April Wilson, Assemblymember Lori Saldana’s office / Gail Roberts, resident / Forrest Roberts, resident / John Graham, SDPD
Staff (Non-Voting)
Marco LiMandri, Chris Gomez, Rosie DeLuca

Introductions

The President of the Board, Steve Galasso, called the meeting to order at 8:35 a.m.  

Board as well as guest introductions were made.  The Meeting was turned over to Marco Li Mandri, Association Administrator.
Minutes

Danny Moceri moved to accept the June minutes.  Mary Mitchell seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor to accept the Board minutes.

COMMUNITY REPORTS

SD City Fire Department & Rescue

Gina LaMantia gave an overview of duties and current issues that the Fire Department is facing, such as limited resources, response times, and limited staffing.
CCDC

Tara Lake reported on the following projects:

· Date Street Storm Drain

· Quiet Zone
· Unwind CUP – has been approved

· Parking Plan – downtown area

· Flowers in Little Italy – groundbreaking ceremonies
City Council District 2 office
Matt Awbrey updated the Board on projects that the Council office is working on.

Senator Christine Kehoe’s office
Sean Wherley from the Senator’s office updated the Board on two projects that the Senate is working on:

· Budget

· Wildfire Prevention bill

SDPD
Officer John Graham from the SDPD updated the board on current issues taking place in the district.  Officer Graham also suggested that Board members go on a ride-along to see first hand what police officers are currently faced with, and the activity that takes place in the area.  Also, Officer Graham spoke about a Certification program for citizens that will enable them assist in case of a local emergency.

Announcements
· Todd Weinhamer from Bank of America – a new branch is coming to the area and will be located at the South-east corner of Broadway & Kettner.  They want to be more involved in the Little Italy Community.
· Dr. Michael Dombroski has opened a new office “The Missing Peace Chiropractic” on Kettner Blvd.

Report from Nominations Committee
Marco reiterated the conditions for serving on the Board.
· Recommendations for open Business Seats:
1. Sandi Cottrell

2. Sal Giametta

3. Bill Stone

4. Catt White

Three open seats remain.  Steve Galasso moved to appoint these persons to the Board for a two year term.  Frank Stiriti seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously.  The open business seats can be filled anytime during the coming year based upon the conditions for membership on the Board.
· Recommendations for open Property Owner Seats:
1. Tommy Battaglia

2. Fr. Steven Grancini
3. Russ Haley

4. Frank Stiriti

5. Lou Palestini

6. Danny Moceri.

Three open seats remain.  Kara Garcia moved to appoint these persons to the Board for a two year term.  Vito Altieri seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously.  The open property owner seats can be filled anytime during the coming year based upon the conditions for membership on the Board.

· Recommendation for number of Board Members for this year:
The Nominations Committee is recommending to the Board that 21 Board seats to be allocated to business and property owners in the coming year.  The Board will have the option to appoint new Board members once they have worked on a committee or task force for up to a year.  Danny Moceri moved to set the number of Board seats to 21 business and property owners.  Mary Mitchell seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.
· Recommendations for Residential Tenant Seats:
1. Kara Garcia

2. Mariana Brunetto

Pat Brunetto moved to appoint these persons to the Board for the coming year.  Steve Galasso seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.

There were no “Community At Large seats” recommended for appointment to the Board for this upcoming year.  The open “Community At Large” seats can be filled anytime during the coming year based upon the conditions for membership on the Board.

The new total number of Board seats for the 2008-09 year is 23.

Nominations for officers for coming year
Frank Stiriti moved to reelect all four existing officers to the Board.  No one else was nominated to fill the positions of President, Vice President, Treasurer and Secretary.  Hearing no other nominations from the floor, or self-nominated Board members, the nominations were closed.  Pat Brunetto seconded the motion to re-elect the existing officers for the coming year.  The Board voted unanimously in favor to reelect the current officers to serve again for the coming year.


President:

Steve Galasso


Vice President:
Danny Moceri


Secretary:

Jim Bassi


Treasurer:

Lou Palestini

District Updates

Marco updated the Board on the following projects:

· Tables, chairs, and umbrellas in the district

· Update on accusations of not following procedures for proper steam cleaning in Little Italy

· New Christmas Tree at Amici Park

· Cedar and Kettner parking lot
· San Diego Foundation
Who am I?

This Pat Brunetto gave a presentation about who he is.  In September, Domenic Brunetto will give his presentation.

COMMITTEE REPORTS    

Organization Committee

Year to date financial report

Lou Palestini presented the year to date financial report to the Board.  Sal Giametta moved to approve the year to date financials.  Jim Bassi seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.
Little Italy Parking District letter to the Mayor
A letter was sent to Phil Rath, Policy Advisor in the Office of the Mayor, regarding a formal request to establish a new Little Italy Parking District by the end of 2008.  Marco suggested that all Board members read the letter, a copy was provided in the Board packet.  This letter, approved by the Organization Committee, represents our formal request to establish the new Little Italy Parking District.
Annual Dinner
The Little Italy Annual Dinner will take place on Wednesday, July 30th from 6:00 – 8:30.  The tickets will sell for $20 each; each Board member is obligated to sell five tickets each.  Tickets are due by July 20th; board members may barter for ticket obligation.
DISI Committee
Taste of Little Italy – Fall Date of November 5th
The Fall Taste of Little Italy is proposed for November 5th.  We are seeking the Board’s approval to set that date, and also to enter into an agreement with Art for People to coordinate the event.  Sal Giametta moved to set the date of the event for November 5th, and to approve the agreement with Art for People.  Catt White seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.

LIA Brochure, time line

The Brochure is underway and should be complete by the end of the summer.

Update on dedication of One Mile Walk, July 8th
The proposed dedication date for the One Mile Walk has yet to be scheduled.  The walk will begin at the starting point of Union & Ash Streets.
Mercato update
Catt White reported that the Mercato officially began on June 7th, and has been doing very well every week since then.  Also, discussions are underway to use Mercato revenues for BALLE coordination.  This discussion of surplus Mercato revenues, which were not accommodated for in this year’s fiscal budget, will be sent to the Org and DISI Committee for review and recommendation to the Board.
Stickball Tournament

This year’s Labor Day Stickball Tournament will be held on Labor Day weekend.
Festa update, Buddy bikes
Marco reported that this year’s Festa raffle prize will be one, possible two “Buddy” Scooters.  Raffle tickets will sell for $5.00 each.  Board members will be expected to sell 20 tickets each.
Festivale Siciliano meeting
The meetings will take place soon regarding next year’s Sicilian Festa.

Utility Box painting
Sandi Cottrell will coordinate the painting of (15) Utility boxes in Little Italy, which has been funded by Ron Robert’s office.

New proposed banners of Italian-Americans
We are proposing the use of photos of these Italian Americans:  Joseph Barbera, Bill Hanna, Carlo Vinci, Rocco Mediate, James Gandolfini, Gia De Lourentis, Vito Marcantonio, Father Steve and Father Louie. The Board has until Friday, July 4th to review the proposed list.  Sal Giametta moved to accept these Italian American for banner use, conditionally upon Board approval by July 4th.  Danny Moceri seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.  The banners should be up by mid-August.

Tall Ships

Julius Zolezzi informed the Board that the Festival of Tall Ships will be here in the end of August.
Next meeting:  No Meeting in August, next meeting Wednesday, Sept 3rd at OLR.  Minutes submitted by Rosie DeLuca, staff.
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