Little Italy Association

Board of Directors Meeting

April 1st, 2008 - 8:30 a.m.

Our Lady of the Rosary Parish Hall
Board Members Present

Vito Altieri / Jim Barone / Jim Bassi / Pat Brunetto / Sandi Cottrell / Steve Galasso / Kara Garcia / Fr. Steve Grancini / Russ Haley / Larry Kuntz / Gregg Maslak / Dan Moceri / Anthony Napoli / Lou Palestini / Anna Sciarrino / Frank Stiriti / Bill Stone
Board Members with Excused Absence

Tommy Battaglia / Domenic Brunetto / Tony Cefalu / Charlie Coradino / Tom Di Zinno / Sal Giametta / Jen Rix / Tom Zolezzi
Board Members Absent (Unexcused)
Dino Cresci / Mary Mitchell / Rita Monares 

Guests
Paula Kwast, ArtWalk / Kevin Lynch, Attorney / Cheryl Mitchell, St. Madeleine Sophie’s Center / Jen Jansen, Cecil’s House of Photography / Laura Davis, Washington Elementary / Kirsten Clemons, Assembly Member Saldana’s office / April Wilson / Forrest Roberts / D Skinner / Karen Cummings, Washington Elementary / Jeannie Heffley, Washington Elementary / John Graham, SDPD / Terri Osnaya-Watts / Guadalupe C, Washington Elementary / Matt Awbrey, CD2 / Catt White, Serving Magazine / Luke Vinci, CCAC / Shirley Altieri, resident / Marianna Brunetto, San Diego National Bank / Nestor Suarez, Washington Elementary
Staff (Non-Voting)
Marco LiMandri, Rosie DeLuca, Chris Gomez
Introductions

The President of the Board, Steve Galasso, called the meeting to order at 8:40 a.m.  

Board as well as guest introductions were made.  The Meeting was turned over to Marco Li Mandri, Association Administrator.
Report by Phil Bona on North Embarcadero Project
Phil Bona from CCDC updated the Board on the North Embarcadero Project.  The Joint Powers Authority (JPA) consisting of the City of San Diego’s Redevelopment Agency (acting through CCDC), the Port of San Diego and the City of San Diego are currently directing the design and engineering phase. Phil will return to the June Board meeting to give a visual presentation of the project.
Minutes

Gregg Maslak moved to accept the March minutes.  Vito Altieri seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor to accept the Board minutes.

COMMUNITY REPORTS

CCAC

Luke Vinci from the CCAC informed the Board that the Community Planning Meetings will commence soon.
Council District 2

Matt Awbrey from Councilman Kevin Faulconer’s office updated the Board on the following projects:

· Little Italy Parking Program – CD2 office is currently working together with CCDC and LIA on a plan
· Parking District Petition – CD2 office and Councilman Faulconer will meet with the Association regarding procedures
Assembly Member Lori Saldaña’s office

April Wilson from Assembly Member Lori Saldaña’s office informed the board of a free Home Ownership and Home Mortgage Resource Fair from 5:30 to 7:30 on April 24th at the Caltrans Building, 4050 Taylor Street in Old Town.
SDPD

John Graham for SDPD gave a brief report and recent activity in Little Italy.

Washington Elementary School

Laura Davis from Washington Elementary School spoke about the “Pennies for St. Madeleine’s Sophie’s Center” program currently going on at the school.  Also, due to recent tax cuts, Washington Elementary may lose their Art Teacher.  They are currently trying to raise $40,000 to keep the Art Teacher on staff.
District Updates

Marco updated the Board on this District issue:

· New cell phone law to take affect on July 1, 2008
Who am I?

This month both Anna Sciarrino and Fr. Steven Grancini gave a presentation about who they are.  In May, Frank Stiriti and Kara Galasso-Garcia will give their presentations.

COMMITTEE REPORTS    

Organization Committee
Review of meeting minutes
Marco reviewed the minutes from the Organization Committee meeting that took place on March 17th, and mentioned the following:

1. City Attorney Letter

2. Tarantino House

3. Luncheon

4. Casino Fundraiser

5. Parking District

6. BALLE

7. Mayoral Candidates

8. Wayfinding Board

9. Window Placards

Year to date financials – Lou Palestini
Lou Palestini reviewed the February 2008 Income and Expense with the board.  Frank Stiriti moved to approve the Income and Expense as presented by Lou Palestini.  Jim Bassi seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.  
Status of CCDC grant for hanging plants and planters

The hanging baskets and pots should be delivered by the end of April or sometime in May.
Solicitation of administrators for the LIA, recommendations to the Board at the May meeting

An ad for the Little Italy Assn. Administrator position was posted in the SD Business Journal.
The Organization Committee will make their recommendations to the board at the May meeting.

Nominations Committee update
The Nominations Committee will meet this month to review the Board members that are expiring this year.  A list of the expiring Board members will be presented at the May meeting.
Authorization to allow Steve Galasso to sign the FY 2009 BID and MAD Agreements
Danny Moceri moved to authorize Steve Galasso to sign the FY 2009 BID and MAD Agreements on behalf of the Association.  Vito Altieri seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.

Authorization for Steve Galasso to sign Program Reports
Bill Stone moved to authorize Steve Galasso to sign the FY 2009 BID and MAD Program Reports.  Jim Bassi seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.
Authorization for LIA to enter into an agreement with the City of San Diego to manage the BID
Fr. Steven Grancini moved to authorize the Little Italy Association to enter into an agreement with the City of San Diego to manage the BID.  Vito Altieri seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.

Authorize all officers to sign the Requests for Reimbursement
Jim Bassi moved to authorize all officers to sign the monthly Requests for Reimbursement.  Frank Stiriti seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.
Mayor’s office – parking district
A letter was sent to Phil Rath, Policy Advisor for the Mayor, regarding the Little Italy Parking District revenues.  Historical documentation was provided to the Mayor’s office so they could review the Association’s legitimate demands for a new Little Italy Parking District.  We are waiting for a response from Mr. Rath.
Response from the City on use of surplus CBD funds
Luis Ojeda, Program Manager from the City of San Diego’s City Planning and Community Investment Dept. wrote a letter to the Association regarding the use of the FY 07 carry-forward funds.  The funds have been authorized to be used for the Piazza improvements, the One Mile Walk and the roll out of the hanging plants and concrete planters.
City Attorney letter
We are still waiting for a response from the City Attorney’s office to our letter we wrote in response to their November 2007 letter.  The Association submitted its letter for review in late February.
BID Council layoff of staff
Due to a lack of funding, the BID Council has laid off all but one staff member.

Mayoral Candidate Forum in May, open to the public
The Organization Committee is proposing that the Board invite the three top Mayoral Candidates to speak to the Board at the May Board meeting.  The candidates to be invited are:
1. Jerry Sanders

2. Steve Francis

3. Floyd Morrow

Bill Stone moved to authorize the invitation of the three Mayoral Candidates to the May Board meeting.  Gregg Maslak seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.
CCDC Parking Plan Update on April 17th
CCDC will hold a public workshop where input from the workshop will guide the Comprehensive Parking Plan development.  Marco reminded the Board that CCDC has previously committed to allocate $2.1 million in parking revenues by 2003 to the Little Italy, but to date the district  has seen none of these revenues invested the community.
Casino Night fundraiser
The idea of a Casino Night fundraiser has been discussed.  Bill Stone authorized staff to further investigate this endeavor.  Larry Kuntz seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.

BALLE, Think Local Campaign

Jim Bassi reported on BALLE, “Business Alliance for Local Living Economies”.  BALLE is a member-based organization of Local Business that educates the community.  Jim referenced a letter that was distributed to the Board on a “Think Local” campaign.  The cost is $500.00 for the Association to belong to the network for one year.  Bill Stone moved to authorize the Board to expend the funds to join BALLE for one year.  Larry Kuntz seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.
DISI Committee
Review of meeting minutes
Marco reviewed the minutes from the DISI Committee meeting that took place on March 13th.
Good Morning America video shoot

The Good Morning America video shoot in Little Italy had a great turnout.  The video will be submitted to Good Morning America for their consideration.
Neighborhood Map

Marco spoke about a Little Italy Neighborhood Map placard proposed for India & Date Streets.

One Mile Walk update - timeline
The Granite tile created for the One-Mile Walk will be installed within the month.  The walk begins at Ash & Union Streets and ends at the Piazza Basilone at India & Fir.
Piazza Basilone tile replacement – update
The replacement granite tiles for the Piazza Basilone have been ordered and will be in soon.  We are hoping to have the new tile installed by the end of the month.

LIA Brochure
We are currently looking for $500 Story-Ad sponsors for the new Little Italy Brochure.

Home Furnishings Day “La Casa Bella”
We are looking into having a Home Furnishings Day in August.

Plaques for World Cup and Little Italy Landmark Sign
We are in the process of creating plaques that would tell a story about the Little Italy World Cup event and the Little Italy Landmark Sign, and would be installed at the Piazza di Populo on India Street.

ArtWalk update
Sandi Cottrell updated the Board on the ArtWalk event that will take place here in Little Italy on April 26-27.
Need volunteers for LIA table at ArtWalk

We are currently seeking volunteers to man a table to sell “Taste of Little Italy” tickets during ArtWalk.

Need volunteers for Beer and Wine Garden at ArtWalk
The Association is seeking volunteers to help out with the Little Italy Beer & Wine Garden during ArtWalk.

Taste of Little Italy
A “Taste of Little Italy” will be held on Wednesday, May 14th from 5:00 pm to 9:00 pm here in Little Italy.  We are still looking for restaurants to participate.  Marco announced that he would be out of town for this event but Sandi Cotrell is organizing this event and LIA staff will be present.
Tables and chairs
We will be installing tables and chairs on India Street within the next few weeks.

Little Italy Mercato
Catt White updated the Board on the Little Italy Mercato that will commence on May 31st.  We are currently seeking underwriters for the Market, and the event will be all about Farmers and fresh produce. Bill Stone moved to authorize the Association to move forward with the Market.  Gregg Maslak seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.  Catt’s contract will be submitted to the Board for review and approval at the May Board meeting.
Piazza Tomaso
There has been a recommendation to move the bronze memorial statue for Tom Fat (with mullet and date book) currently proposed for the Piazza Basilone.  The new proposed location is for India & Ivy Streets, which overlook both the bay and Fat City.  Frank Stiriti moved to authorize the Board to move forward with this project.  Larry Kuntz seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.
Next meeting

The next DISI Committee meeting will take place on April 17th, 8:30 am at the Pastoral Center.
Community Benefit District
Hiring of Landscaper for new public amenities – status
We are in the process of hiring a new Maintenance Supervisor and an Ornamental Landscaper to maintain the new CCDC funded hanging baskets and corner pots.

Next General Board meeting 

The next General Board meeting will be held on Tuesday, May 6th, 2008 at Our Lady of the Rosary Parish Hall.  Gregg Maslak moved to adjourn the April Board meeting.  Dan Moceri seconded the motion.  The meeting adjourned at 10:10 am. 

Minutes submitted by Rosie DeLuca, Little Italy Association staff.
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