Little Italy Association

Board of Directors Meeting

February 5th - 8:30 a.m.

Our Lady of the Rosary Parish Hall
Board Members Present

Vito Altieri / Jim Bassi / Tommy Battaglia / Domenic Brunetto / Pat Brunetto / Charlie Coradino / Sandi Cottrell / Dino Cresci / Steven Galasso / Kara Garcia / Sal Giametta / Fr. Steven Grancini / Russ Haley / Larry Kuntz / Gregg Maslak / Mary Mitchell / Danny Moceri / Rita Monares / Anthony Napoli / Lou Palestini / Jen Rix / Anna Sciarrino / Frank Stiriti / Bill Stone / Julius Zolezzi (for Tom Zolezzi)
Board Members with Excused Absence

Tom Di Zinno

Absent Board Members
Jim Barone / Tony Cefalu

Guests

Keith Foster, California Organization for Sustainable Energy / Marianne Brunetto, SDNB / Matt Awbrey, Councilman Kevin Faulconer / Sean Wherley, Senator Kehoe’s office / Sandra Simmons, Viva-city / Paula Kwast, ArtWalk / Yana Shayne, Downtown News / Jim DeSpenza / Jon Correll, Marriot / Shirley Altieri, resident / James Gochmansky, Southland Technology / Karen Cumming, Washington Elementary / Nancy Nichols, The Waterfront / Philip Bona, CCDC / John Graham, SDPD / Tara Lake, CCDC
Staff (Non-Voting)
Marco LiMandri, Rosie DeLuca, Chris Gomez
Introductions

The President of the Board, Steve Galasso, called the meeting to order at 8:35 a.m.  

Board as well as guest introductions were made.  The Meeting was turned over to Marco Li Mandri, Association Administrator.
Minutes

Gregg Maslak moved to accept the December minutes.  Frank Stiriti seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor to accept the Board minutes.

COMMUNITY REPORTS

CCDC
Tara Lake from CCDC updated the Board on the following projects
· Corner Pots and Hanging Baskets – they have been approved and will be completed in approximately 2 months.
· Little Italy sidewalk replacements

· Gateway signs

· Little Italy street lights

· Date Street storm drain

· Bayside Fire Station

· Lumina project

· The Q 
Council District 2
Matt Awbrey from Councilman Kevin Faulconer’s office updated the Board on the following projects:

· Permanent homeless winter shelter 

· Amici Park / Dog Park

· Proposed Little Italy office / historic homes

District Attorney’s office
Jesse Navarro from District Attorney Bonnie Dumanis’ office distributed brochures and spoke to the Board about the DA’s check enforcement program.  Jesse stated that DA Dumanis would like to come and speak to the Board on a variety of topics when it is convenient.  Steve and Marco replied that the DA was welcome at any time.
SDPD
John Graham for SDPD gave a brief report and recent activity in Little Italy.

Senator Kehoe’s office
Sean Wherley from Senator Christine Kehoe’s office distributed a monthly newsletter put out by the Senator’s office, and updated the Board on projects that they are working on.

Washington Elementary School
Gregg Maslak reintroduced Principal Nestor Suarez from Washington Elementary School.  Principal Suarez informed the Board that the transition of the Harborside School students to Washington Elementary is moving forward.
Announcements / Public comment / Introduction of new residents and/or businesses
Representatives from Ace Parking informed the Board that the Ward/ESET building is now open for public parking on weekends for a fee of $5.00/all day.  The hours for public use of the garage are Friday 6:00 pm – 12-midnight, Saturday and Sunday all day.  Please call (619) 233-6624 xt 1304 if you have any questions.

Representatives from AFLAC spoke about the service they can provide to business.

Keith Foster from California Organization for Sustainable Energy offered free consultations to Little Italy businesses.

Rebecca from the American Heart Association informed the Board that February is American Heart Month drawing attention to the Go Red For Women movement which elevates awareness of women and heart disease as an important public health issue. 
District Updates
Marco updated the Board on these District issues:

· Fir Street Metered parking
· Jonathan and Wendy Segal decision on the Flutterby House – to keep in on the development site and move it to India Street.  Marco publicly thanked Jonathan and Wendy for taking this step and preserving the oldest house in Little Italy
· Status of Endowment down payment
· ALSCO improvements
· Jason Farran’s new status as interim Chief of Staff to Supervisor Roberts;
· 610 W Ash opening
· Mercato Sabato / Farmers Market and our inability to find someone to coordinate this effort;
· CCDC School District Task Force
Airport Authority update
Brad Richter from CCDC updated the Board on the Land Use plans through the Airport Authority.  The plans are slowing down on Lindbergh Field, as they are currently focusing on smaller airports.  The two main factors that they will be reviewing are both noise impacts and safety impacts (in case of a crash).
Who am I?
This month both Vito Altieri and Mary Mitchell gave a presentation about who they are.  In March, Jen Rix and Larry Kuntz will give their presentations.
COMMITTEE REPORTS    
Organization Committee

Year to date financials – Lou Palestini
Lou Palestini showed the Board the new financial report formats, and reviewed the December Income and Expense with the board.  Mary Mitchell moved to approve the December 2007 Income and Expense as presented by Lou Palestini.  Charlie Coradino seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.  
Invite Mayor Sanders to the meeting of the Board – status
Steve reported that they are working on getting Mayor Jerry Sanders to attend a Little Italy Board meeting.
Meeting with Councilman Kevin Faulconer – parking issues

A meeting took place with Kevin Faulconer regarding the Little Italy Parking District. The Org Committee reiterated their frustration with trying to work out an arrangement with CCDC to have the Little Italy generated parking revenues returned to Little Italy.  The Org Committee stated that they believed they had exhausted all efforts with CCDC staff and that the creation of a Little Italy Parking District seemed to be the only alternative to facilitate the growing parking crunch in Little Italy.  Councilman Faulconer stated he supported the Association in its efforts to create the parking district, but wanted to give CCDC one more shot at resolving the issues.
LIA has been trying to work out a deal with CCDC for the past 2 years on this issue, with no concrete results to show for it.

Status of CCDC grant for handing plants and planters
The CCDC grant for hanging plants and planters in Little Italy was approved by City Council, and is moving forward.

Status of City Attorney letter
The response to the letter written to the Association by the City Attorney has not yet been responded to, but is forthcoming.

Concept of new “Heritage Park”, new Dog Park
The Tarantino family is considering the donation of their vacant house on Columbia Street to the Association, where it could possibly be relocated to the strip of land adjacent to Amici Park on Date Street.  Another historical home could be donated to the Association as well.  The Association will look to the City to vacate that portion of Date Street, and donate it to the Association so the houses can be placed there next to the proposed Dog Park.  The houses will be used for the Little Italy Association offices and a possible Community Center.  Bill Stone moved to endorse the concept.  Sal Giametta seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.

Resolution for County Community Enhancement Grant
The Association has requested $25,000 in Community Enhancement Grant funds from the County of San Diego.  The Organization Committee is seeking approval of the grant resolution to the County.  Bill Stone moved to approve the resolution.  Vito Altieri seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.
RFP for LIA Administrative Contract

The Organization Committee is proposing that the Little Italy Administration contract should go out to bid in the San Diego Daily Transcript, as per agreement with the City Attorney’s office.  The process would be to run the ad and then submit all of the respondents through the Organization Committee and Committee Chairs, to review proposals.  Sandi Cottrell moved to designate the Organization Committee to handle the specifics of the Administration contract.  Larry Kuntz seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.
CCDC-LIA Parking proposal
Marco reviewed the process of the proposed Little Italy parking district:
· Background on issue

· Formation of separate parking district

· Problem of promoting Little Italy as a designation spot

· Pending closures due to Pier Project, Segal project

· Moving forward with Little Italy Parking District

SBEP Grant
The Little Italy Association is expected to receive approximately $17,000 in SBEP funds for this fiscal year.
Land Use Committee
Horton Plaza Proposal review
The owners/property managers of Horton Plaza are planning on reorienting the mall, and would like to present their reconstruction plans to Little Italy.  They will present to the Land Use Committee.
Improvements to Firehouse Museum request to CCDC
The Firehouse Museum is seeking CCDC grant funds for site/building improvements.
County RFP, Kettner and Cedar meetings – status
The Association will work with Supervisor Roberts on the development of the Kettner and Cedar site.
Bullet Train
An executive summary letter with a map of preferred alignments and stations regarding the Bullet Train were distributed in the Board packet.  The proposed state-wide train route will end in Downtown San Diego, which will be in Phase II of the project.  This train will dramatically impact the district.
DISI Committee
Review of meeting minutes
Marco reviewed the minutes from the DISI Committee meeting that took place on January 4th.  
Results from 5th Annual Carnevale
Chris Gomez reported that the attendance increased at this year’s Carnevale.  A PR firm was hired for the event, which helped with the exposure.  Overall, it was a successful event.

ArtWalk update
Paula Kwast updated the Board on this year’s ArtWalk.  They are currently seeking sponsors and advertisers.
Precious Cheese and Festa
Precious Cheese has informed us that they will not renew their Festa sponsorship contract, as they are pulling out of this type of marketing on a National level.  We are currently looking for a new major Festa underwriter.  
Re-establishment of Festa Task Force

The Festa Task Force will begin meeting in February or early March.
Sicilian Festa
Marco met with the Sicilian Festa committee; they reported that they are working to improve the event.  The DISI Committee will recommend that the event coordinators move forward with the event and tradition.  Sal Giametta moved to approve the continuation of the Sicilian Festa.  Bill Stone seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.
Authorization to use up to $15,000 for hiring a PR firm, Citrus Marketing
The DISI Committee is seeking approval to use of up $15,000 in this fiscal year for the hiring of Citrus Marketing, and they wish for the details to be worked out by joint input of the Org Committee and DISI Committee to market and promote Little Italy in 2008.  Dan Moceri moved to approve the hiring of Citrus Marketing.  Gregg Maslak seconded the motion.  A brief discussion followed.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.

Taste of Little Italy
The Board has previously approved staff working with ArtWalk and Sandi Cottrell on the Taste of Little Italy, proposed for May.

Little Italy brochure status
The details of the Little Italy brochure will be presented at the next DISI Committee meeting.
Piazza Basilone improvements – status
The Piazza Basilone recently underwent an upgrade in accent lighting.

New piazzas and public spaces
Staff worked on a conceptual plan for new piazzas and public spaces.  We will first move on the Piazza di Populo (in front of Mimmos/Trattoria Fantastica/Fillipi’s) and Piazza Giannini (in front of SDNB).
Next meeting

The next DISI Committee meeting will take place on February 8th, 8:30 am at the Pastoral Center.
Community Benefit District
Hiring of Landscaper for new public amenities – status
We are in the process of hiring a knowledgeable landscaper to maintain the new plantings in the CCDC funded hanging baskets and pots.

Status of surplus CBD funds
A letter was written to Councilman Kevin Faulconer’s office to request assistance in freeing up the $35,000 in CBD surplus funds from the last fiscal year.

Neighborhood Plan Task Force
Status of consultant
Tara Lake from CCDC updated the Board on the status of the consultant.

Review of Lumina project
The Lumina project has reportedly changed its orientation.  More information will follow.

Community Advisory Board
Quiet Zone reps – update on meeting

A meeting will take place on Thursday regarding the Quiet Zone.
One mile walk – time line
The Little Italy One Mile Walk should be implemented by the end of March.
Fire Station at Pacific Highway and Cedar Streets – interview results
Phil from CCDC updated the Board on the proposed development of the Fire Station at Pacific Highway and Cedar.  They are currently in negotiations with a developer.
Kettner/Cedar, hold public forum
Staff is trying to coordinate a forum with Supervisor Ron Roberts, and will inquire if they can lower the number of proposed parking spaces from 900 to 450-500.
Little Italy Parking District
Frank Alessi letter
Marco distributed and reviewed a packet of correspondence between the Association and CCDC regarding the Little Italy Parking District.  $240,000 in parking revenues is generated in Little Italy, but we do not receive the benefits of the revenues.  To date, CCDC has only provided two parking related services to Little Italy:
1. Presto Shuttle – was a failure due to poor marketing strategies

2. Parking at 610 W. Ash building

The Organization Committee is seeking reaffirmation of Board to continue moving forward with the establishment of a new Little Italy Parking District, and will reaffirm with Councilman Kevin Faulconer’s office as well.  A lengthy discussion followed.  Sal Giametta moved to reaffirm support of the establishment of a Little Italy Parking District.  Larry Kuntz seconded the motion.  Further discussion took place, and Matt Awbrey spoke.  Councilman Faulconer’s office is looking for an agreement with CCDC.  Sal Giametta moved for staff to move forward with the Parking District and to implement a petition drive to reinforce the plan.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.
Next General Board meeting 

The next General Board meeting will be held on Tuesday, March 4th, 2008 at Our Lady of the Rosary Parish Hall.  Dan Moceri moved to adjourn the February Board meeting.  Steve Galasso seconded the motion.  The meeting adjourned at 10:00 am. 

Minutes submitted by Rosie DeLuca, Little Italy Association staff.
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