Little Italy Association

Board of Directors Meeting

October 2, 2007 - 8:30 a.m.

Our Lady of the Rosary Parish Hall

Present

Vito Altieri / Jim Barone / Jim Bassi / Tommy Battaglia / Pat Brunetto / Tony Cefalu / Sandi Cottrell / Dino Cresci / Tom Di Zinno / Steve Galasso / Kara Garcia / Fr. Steve Grancini / Russ Haley / Larry Kuntz / John McIff / Mary Mitchell / Danny Moceri / Rita Monares / Anthony Napoli / Lou Palestini / Frank Stiriti / Julius Zolezzi (for Tom Zolezzi)

Excused Absence

Charlie Coradino / Sal Giametta / Gregg Maslak / Ruben Padilla / Jen Rix 

Absent

Domenic Brunetto / Anna Sciarrino / Bill Stone

Guests

Nancy Nichols, The Waterfront / Paula Kwast, ArtWalk / Marianna Burnetto, resident / John Graham, SDPD / Jim DeSpenza, ATT / Catherine Dungca, City of SD Engineering / Tara lake, CCDC / Perry Meyer, Perry Meyer Fine Art / Jason Farran, Supervisor Ron Roberts / Michael Maiello, SD Harley Davidson / Dee Desiderio / Richard Gilbert / Yana Shayne, SD Community News / Jim Fisher, City of San Diego Water Dept / Matt Awbrey, Council District 2 / Nicole Pedone, SD City Attorney / MaeLynn Levine, Visual Asylum & Washington Elementary / Karen Cummings, Washington Elementary / Nestor Suarez, Washington Elementary / Sean Wherley, Senator Kehoe’s office / Jesse Navarro, DA’s office

Staff

Marco LiMandri, Rosie DeLuca, Chris Gomez

Introductions

The President of the Board, Steve Galasso, called the meeting to order at 8:35 a.m.  

Board as well as guest introductions were made.

Minutes

Dan Moceri moved to accept the August minutes.  Rita Monares seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor to accept the Board minutes.

Presentation by City of San Diego Water & Engineering Departments

Matt Awbrey introduced Catherine Dungca and Mike Ninh from the City of San Diego Water and Engineering & Capital Projects Departments.  They informed the board that the Water Main Pipe replacement project scheduled for Little Italy has been moved up due to the recent water main breaks in the area.  The start date for the project is scheduled for April 2009 and will require a 10-month construction window.  They will coordinate with other area projects.

COMMUNITY REPORTS

Tara Lake from CCDC updated the Board on the Flower Pot & Hanging Baskets project that will be ready to install in November.  The Education Task Force will meet on October 4th at 8:00 at CCDC.  Other projects mentioned were the Little Italy Design Guidelines, the proposed Fire Station, the Quiet Zone, the Lumina Hotel & Condo project, and the Little Italy side street lighting project.

Matt Awbrey from Councilman Faulconer’s gave the Board a brief update on CD2 projects.

Jason Farran from Supervisor Roberts office updated the board on the Kettner/Cedar project that will include 1,000 parking spots for County employees and residents.

Jesse Navarro from DA Dumanis’ office informed the board that they are several Public Safety presentations available to the Board and area property owners and businesses.  

Nicole Pedone from the SD City Attorney’s office gave the Board members the phone number for Cal Trans Property Complaints (619) 688-3342.  She also reported on the Juveniles in Justice Programs that is being considered for Little Italy and Washington Elementary.

Sean Wherley from Senator Kehoe’s office gave a brief update on the Senator’s projects.  Marco asked Sean if he had information available for the proposed bullet train.  Sean informed the Board that the first phase of the train line will run from Los Angeles to San Francisco, and that the San Diego branch of the line is not yet in the works.

John Graham from SDPD informed the Board that crime stats are low in the district.  The Homeless are a problem for the entire downtown and park areas.

MaeLynn Levine from Washington Elementary School updated the Board that school has combined with Harborside School and they are currently working on common language & common curriculum.  The new Washington Elementary principal Nestor Suarez introduced himself to the Board.

Announcements/Public Comment/Introduction of new residents, businesses

Anthony Napoli introduced Jim DeSpenza, a UNICO member, to the Board.  Jim has expressed interest in serving on the Little Italy Board of Directors and will begin the process by serving at the Committee level.

District Updates

Marco updated the Board on these District issues:

· Front & Cedar Stoplight

· Diagonal Parking on Kettner

· Paid Parking on Fir Street

· Acqua Vista perpendicular parking experiment 

· State Street Diagonal Parking

· Stop Sign at Kettner and Date

· Amici Ball – Lou Palestini reported that the new Honorary Mayor of Little Italy is Luke Vinci.

Trick or Treat on India Street

The Association has arranged a Trick-or-Treat event to take place on India Street from 5:00 – 7:30 on Halloween.  We are currently seeking businesses to participate, the fee is $50.00 and we will provide the candy and cauldron.  There will be a costume contest as well.

Recommendation for filling Secretary’s Position 

The Organization Committee recommends Jim Bassi to fill the Secretary seat recently vacated by Tom Di Zinno.  Tom Di Zinno moved to appoint Jim Bassi as the new Secretary to the Little Italy Board of Directors.  Frank Stiriti seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.

Who am I?

A new item has been added to each Board meeting agenda.  At each meeting, two Board members will talk a about themselves to give everyone a chance to know them a little better. This month both Lou Palestini and Steve Galasso gave a presentation about who they are.  Next month, Danny Moceri and Jim Bassi will give their presentations.

COMMITTEE REPORTS    

Organization Committee

Approval of September 2007 Profit & Loss

Vito Altieri moved to approve the September 2007 Profit and Loss as presented by Lou Palestini.  Fr. Steve Grancini seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.  

Use of Little Italy office by ICC for Italian Classes

The ICC has approached the Association for permission to use the office every Saturday from 9/29 – 1/5 for Italian classes.  Jim Bassi moved to authorize the ICC permission to use the Association office.  Vito Altieri seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.

1907 Kettner, update

Marco updated the board on the status of the Victorian House located at 1907 Kettner Blvd. that is going to be parked at a temporary location while the land and funding is obtained for renovations and repairs.  The house will eventually house the Little Italy Association office.

Board resolution on FY 2008 TOT Grant

A resolution was provided to the Board regarding the FY 2008 TOT Grant Application.  The resolution will require Steve Galasso’s signature, Mary Mitchell moved to authorize Steve Galasso to sign the TOT Grant resolution.  Anthony Napoli seconded the motion.  The Board voted almost unanimously in favor.  Tom Di Zinno abstained from the vote.

College MAD Proposal

A proposal was submitted to the College area MAD by the Association to provide contracted Maintenance services to their district.

Public Amenities Grant update – hiring landscaper

The Corner Color Pots and Hanging Baskets are expected to be installed when the issue has been approved by the CCDC Board and San Diego City Council.  A Cuyamaca College landscape graduate may be hired to provide landscaping services.

CCDC-LIA Parking proposal

This is an ongoing project being worked on together by CCDC and the Association.   We are seeking affirmation of the Board’s desire to implement the Little Italy Parking District.  The Organization Committee has recommended that the Association either work out the details with CCDC, or to go directly to the Council office to move the project forward.  Sandi Cottrell moved to affirm the Board’s desire to implement the Little Italy Parking District.  Tony Cefalu seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.

Land Use Committee

Review of meeting minutes

Marco reviewed the Land Use minutes from the meeting that took place on 7/26/07.

Kettner-Laurel Structure

An article was provided in the packet which reported the sale of the Laurel Travel Center on Laurel Street in Little Italy.  Marco stated that we are always looking for alternative ways to obtain parking to resolve outstanding issues, and that we should consider acquiring a similar type of property if one were to become available.

DISI Committee

Review of meeting minutes

Marco reviewed the minutes from the DISI Committee meeting that took place on 7/26/07.

Festa updates

· Harley ticket sale revenues are currently at $7,000.00.  Everyone needs to make a push to sell more tickets.
· Vito Altieri will manage a 50/50 raffle at the Festa, a winner will be pulled every 2 hours
· Marco reported on the logistics of the Beer Garden
· Chris Gomez gave an update on the Gesso
Fall Display

CityMark has sponsored the Fall Display in the amount of $1, 250.00  

Bus drop off

A Double-decker bus to tour Little Italy will make a stop at the Landmark Sign.

Opera Nights

This years Opera Nights will be held on Saturday, October 20th and Saturday, November 10th.

Piazza Basilone Task Force

The Piazza Basilone Task Force will be reassembled to manage the replacement of the Family Tiles and other Piazza upkeep and maintenance issues.

Articles

Great promotional articles on Little Italy appeared in both Sunset Magazine and Viva Italia.

Next meeting

The next DISI Committee meeting will take place on October 19th, 8:30 am at the Pastoral Center.

Community Advisory Board

Parking Issues

Dan Moceri moved to send any upcoming parking issues to the Community Advisory Board.  Rita Monares seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.

Next General Board meeting 

The next General Board meeting will be held on Tuesday, December 4th, 2007 at Current – 1551 Union Street.

Dan Moceri moved to adjourn the October Board meeting.  Vito Altieri seconded the motion.  The meeting adjourned at 10:00 am. 

Minutes submitted by Rosie DeLuca, Little Italy Association staff.
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