Little Italy Association

Board of Directors Meeting

August 7, 2007 - 8:30 a.m.

San Diego National Bank Conference Room
Present

Vito Altieri / Jim Barone / Jim Bassi / Tommy Battaglia / Pat Brunetto / Tony Cefalu / Sandi Cottrell / Dino Cresci / Tom Di Zinno / Steve Galasso / Kara Garcia / Larry Kuntz / Gregg Maslak / Danny Moceri / Rita Monares / Anthony Napoli / Ruben Padilla / Lou Palestini/ Jennifer Rix / Anna Sciarrino / Frank Stiriti 
Ex-officio Officer Present

Catherine Chester

Excused Absence

Domenic Brunetto / Sal Giametta / Fr. Steve Grancini / John McIff / Mary Mitchell / Tom Zolezzi

Absent

Frank Busalacchi / Tony Gaussoin / Russ Haley / Sandra Simmons / Bill Stone 
Guests

Margaret Bhola, Morrison McNabb / Matt Awbry, Councilman Kevin Faulconer’s office / Ken Cluskey, LIRA / Perry Meyer, Perry Meyer Fine Art / John Graham, SDPD / Lt Ken Stewart, SDPD / Marvin Winters, Z’s Café / David Petrini, Petrini’s / Forrest Roberts, resident / Tara Lake, CCDC / Rosemary Skelley, resident / Shirley Altieri, resident / Gail Roberts, resident / Nicole Pedone, SD City Attorney’s office
Staff

Marco LiMandri, Rosie DeLuca, John LiMandri, Laura LiMandri
Introductions

The President of the Board, Steve Galasso, called the meeting to order at 8:35 a.m.  

Board as well as guest introductions were made.

Minutes

Gregg Maslak moved to accept the June minutes.  Sandi Cottrell seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor to accept the Board minutes.

COMMUNITY REPORTS

Tara Lake from CCDC updated the Board on the Front and Cedar project where the design will be done by the end of August.  The Neighborhood Design Guidelines will be provided at the next Board meeting.   The Flower Pots and Hanging Baskets are on docket for September.  The next meeting for the Education Task Force will take place on 8/23/07 at 8:00 am.  The owner for Crudo withdrew their appeal for CUP.  The “Q” is a proposed mixed-use development project.
Matt Awbry from Councilman Faulconer’s gave the Board a brief update on CD2 projects.
John Graham from SDPD met with the Little Italy Maintenance workers about the do’s and don’ts of dealing with homeless persons.  A brief discussion took place on how to best deal with the Homeless in Little Italy.  

Gregg Maslak, representative from Washington Elementary School updated the Board that school is currently out of session, but is still a priority with the SDPD and other local government agencies.
Announcements/Public Comment/Introduction of new residents, businesses
Marvin Winters introduced a friend Tom who is currently looking for 2,500-3,000 sq ft in Little Italy to open a trendy, high-end market.

Margaret Bhola from Morrison-McNabb introduced herself to the board, she provides business consulting.

Results from Nomination Committee
The Nominations Committee recommends the following business owners to fill Business Owner seats for a 2-year term:

1. Jim Bassi

2. Steve Galasso

3. Larry Kuntz

4. Ruben Padilla

5. Rita Monares

6. Pat Brunetto

7. Open

The Open seat will be filled later on in the year.  Dan Moceri moved to appoint the business owner nominees to the Board.  Frank Stiriti seconded the motion.  The Board voted almost unanimously in favor.  Steve Galasso abstained.

The Nominations Committee recommends the following property owners to fill Property Owner seats for a 2-year term:
1. Vito Altieri
2. Jim Barone

3. Domenic Brunetto

4. John McIff

5. Mary Mitchell

6. Tom Zolezzi

7. Dino Cresci

8. Anthony Napoli

9. Charlie Coradino

10. Open

The open seat will be filled later on in the year.  Jen Rix moved to appoint the Property Owner nominees to the Board.  Kara Galasso seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.

The Nominations Committee recommends the following persons to be reappointed as Community At Large for a 1-year term:
1. Jen Rix

2. Anna Sciarrino

Sandi Cottrell moved to reappoint the Community At Large members to the Board.  Tom Di Zinno seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.

The Nominations Committee recommends the following persons to be reappointed as Residential Tenant reps to the Board for a 1-year term:
1. Kara Garcia

2. Gregg Maslak

Vito Altieri moved to reappoint the Residential Tenant reps to the Board.  Dino Cresci seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.

Tom Di Zinno mentioned that additional applications to serve on the Board were received, but all criteria was not met.  Marco thanked all of the Board members for their service.

Nominations for Officers for upcoming year
The officers will have to be reelected (as per the Bylaws) for the coming year.  Tom Di Zinno has submitted his resignation as Secretary.  Steve Galasso is will to accept nomination as President, Danny as Vice President, and Lou Palestini as Treasurer for the coming year.  The Secretary’s position must be filled by the Board.

Motion to appoint officers:

1. Steve Galasso as President – Gregg Maslak moved, Frank Stiriti seconded.  All in favor.

2. Dan Moceri as VP – Larry Kuntz moved, Steve Galasso seconded.  All in favor.

3. Lou Palestini as Treasurer – Frank Stiriti moved, Gregg Maslak seconded.  All in favor.

Dan Moceri nominated Frank Stiriti to serve as Secretary, Gregg Maslak seconded the motion.  Frank asked for time to consider the nomination.  

Lou Palestini thanked Tom Di Zinno for his past service to the Board as Secretary.  The Board gave Tom a round of applause.

Lou Palestini suggested a “Who Am I” session for each board member, possibly 3 per each Board meeting.

COMMITTEE REPORTS    

Organization Committee

Approval of July 2007 Profit & Loss
Charlie Coradino moved to approve the July 2007 Profit and Loss as presented by Lou Palestini.  Jim Bassi seconded the motion.  Marco offered a brief explanation of the FY 2008 budget, TADD has been separated from the other LIA accounts.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.  
Moving Victorian House at 1907 Kettner Blvd to City Property
The Queen Anne Victorian house on Kettner Blvd is scheduled to be moved due to the pending development by Jonathan Segal at Kettner and Fir.  The Association has proposed to move it to City property on the Cedar side of the street adjacent to the Firehouse Museum, and will use it at the LIA permanent office.  Vito Altieri moved to authorize the LIA staff to work it out.  Dan Moceri seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.
Parking District update
A meeting will take place today with Nancy Graham from CCDC to discuss the Parking District.
Brown Act provisions
The City Attorney mailed out a summation regarding open meetings.

City BID contract, BID Council
The BID Council wrote a letter to Council President Scott Peters requesting that BID Agreement wording be revised, and requested that the words “pending court action” be removed from the Agreement.

City MAD contract, BID Council
We are working with the council office to amend MAD contract wording.

College MAD contract for services…..
We are seeking the approval of the CA’s office before deciding whether or not to bid the College Area MAD contract.  We are requesting Board approval conditional upon support form the CA’s office to submit a bid to the College Area.  Jen Rix moved to authorize staff to craft a proposal to deliver maintenance services once the College MAD contract goes out to bid.  Frank Stiriti seconded the motion.  A discussion took place.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.

Preserve America designation status
Laura LiMandri read a letter written to the Association from Laura Bush regarding Little Italy’s designation as a Preserve America community.  This designation qualifies us for historical grant funds.

Land Use Committee

Review of meeting minutes
Marco reviewed the Land Use minutes from the meeting that took place on 6/22/07.
Washington Elementary School status
A schematic of the proposed development at Washington Elementary school was included in the Board packet.

County RFP
Correspondence regarding the County RFP for the Kettner and Cedar site was provided in the Board packet.

A resident Gail Roberts spoke, indicating that she opposes the 29-story high density building proposed for the site.
DISI Committee

Review of meeting minutes
Marco review the minutes from the DISI Committee meeting that took place on 6/12/07.

Brochure & Ad Sales
The Little Italy brochure is in the works.

Sicilian Festa in Little Italy
Marco discussed the Sicilian Festa as it has been in the past and present.  Since the passing of the event founder, Mario Cefalu, the Sicilian Festa will need to undergo changes.  Also, the event will now be subject to the Little Italy Venue policy. Dan Moceri moved that staff meet with the new event organizers to discuss possible changes to the event.  Jen Rix seconded the motion.  A brief discussion took place.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.

Italian Motorsport Show
Rita Monares reported that the Italian Motorsport show has been moved to November 10, 2007.  The event will feature high-end Italian cars, motorcycles, and scooters.  India Street will be closed from Beech to Cedar.  Music and a stage will be a part of this year’s event.  A 3:30 meeting regarding planning of the event will take place today at Café Zucchero.  

Next meeting

The next DISI Committee meeting will take place on September 6th, 8:30 am at the Pastoral Center.
Festa Task Force
Items discussed at the Festa Task Force meeting:

· Raffle, Harley – Finale

· Board Member obligation to sell tickets

· Beer & Wine Garden

· Parking plan

· Headliner – Antonia Bennet

· Goal for net of Festa

· Gesso/Toyota sponsorship

Articles
Several articles regarding Little Italy were provided to the Board in the packet.

Presentation on creating a Little Italy Endowment Fund
Adrianne Vargas from the San Diego Foundation gave a presentation to the Board.
Next General Board meeting 

The next General Board meeting will be held on Tuesday, October 2nd, 2007 at Our Lady of the Rosary.

The President Steve Galasso adjourned the Meeting at 9:55.

Minutes submitted by Rosie DeLuca, Little Italy Association staff.
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