Little Italy Association

Board of Directors Meeting

June 5th, 2007 - 8:30 a.m.

Our Lady of the Rosary Church Hall

Present

Vito Altieri / Jim Barone / Jim Bassi / Tommy Battaglia / Domenic Brunetto / Pat Brunetto / Tony Cefalu / Sandi Cottrell / Dino Cresci / Tom Di Zinno / Steve Galasso / Kara Garcia / Sal Giametta / Fr. Steve Grancini / Larry Kuntz / Gregg Maslak / John McIff / Danny Moceri / Rita Monares / Anthony Napoli / Ruben Padilla / Lou Palestini / Anna Sciarrino / Sandra Simmons / Frank Stiriti / Bill Stone / Tom Zolezzi

Ex-officio Officer Present

Catherine Chester

Excused Absence

Frank Busalacchi / Tony Gaussoin / Russ Haley / / Jennifer Rix

Absent

Mary Mitchell 

Guests

Paula Kwast, ArtWalk / Byron Wade, Wade & Associates / Ottavio Basso, D’Italia News Service / Matt Trail, US Food Service / Shirley Altieri, resident / Jennifer Rhodes, Assemblymember Lori Saldana’s office / Darin Redwine, US Food Service / Michael Maiello, SD Harley Davidson / Maelin Levine, Visual Asylum / Calvin Kawamura, parent of Harborside School / Tara Lake, CCDC / Nancy Nichols, The Waterfront / Perry Meyer, Perry L Meyer Fine Art / Beryl Rayford, Mayor Jerry Sanders office

Staff

Marco LiMandri, Rosie DeLuca, Chris Gomez

Introductions

The President of the Board, Steve Galasso, called the meeting to order at 8:35 a.m.  

Board as well as guest introductions were made.

A moment of silence was observed for Tom Fat.

Minutes

Sandra Simmons moved to accept the April minutes.  Gregg Maslak seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor to accept the Board minutes.

COMMUNITY REPORTS

Tara Lake from CCDC updated the Board on the Front and Cedar project where the design will be done by the end of August.  The Neighborhood Design Guidelines will be provided at the next Board meeting.  The Fire Station proposed for Pacific Highway and Cedar has been delayed for one month.  The pop-outs for Washington Elementary School have been put on hold as meetings are taking place for the proposed Little Italy Education Center.

Matt Awbry from Councilman Faulconer’s office reported the long awaited 2003 and 2004 was completed yesterday, and the 2005 and 2006 audits will be out in a few months.

The new Newsrack ordinance will be implemented on June 9th, and will be the deadline for Newsrack owners to register with the City.  If the Newsrack is not registered, it may be removed.

Beryl Rayford from Mayor Sanders’ office introduced herself to the Board as the Little Italy Community Outreach liaison.  If there are any problems or concerns Beryl can be reached at (619) 236-7168 or Brayford@sandiego.gov.

Jennifer Rhodes from Assemblymember Saldanas office informed the Board that they are back in session and will review 1,000 bills this week.

Gregg Maslak, representative from Washington Elementary School updated the Board on the school’s grade configuration program that is moving forward.

Calvin Kawamura and other parents from Harborside School informed the Board that the school is in grave financial trouble, and are appealing to the Association for help.  Their first priority is to pay the teachers.   A brief discussion took place.  Steve Galasso informed the Harborside School parents that the issue would be sent to the Org Committee to decide on the next step.

Ottavio Basso from D’Italia News Service informed the Board that the Board of Education is dropping bus service to select schools, and many students will be adversely affected.

COMMITTEE REPORTS    

Organization Committee

Review of Budget Format

Lou Palestini explained the new budget format to the Board.

Approval of Year to Date Budget

Dan Moceri moved to approve the year to date budget.  Frank Stiriti seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor to approve the budget.

Committees to approve FY 08 budget for August meeting

The Committees will set and approve FY 08 budget for the August Board meeting.

Designation of Org Committee to serve as Nominations Committee

Board terms up in 2007:

Business Representatives – 7 seats

1. Jim Bassi

2. Pat Brunetto

3. Frank Busalacchi

4. Larry Kuntz

5. Rita Monares

6. Ruben Padilla

7. Steven Galasso

Property Owner Representatives – 10 seats

1. Vito Altieri

2. Jim Barone

3. Domenic Brunetto

4. Dino Cresci

5. Tony Gaussoin

6. John McIff

7. Mary Mitchell

8. Anthony Napoli

9. Tom Zolezzi

Community at Large Representatives – 1 year term / 3 seats

1. Jennifer Rix

2. Anna Sciarrino

3. Sandra Simmons

Residential Tenant Representatives – 1 year term / 2 seats

1. Kara Garcia

2. Gregg Maslak

Sal Giametta moved to designate the Org Committee as the Nominations Committee.  Gregg Maslak seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.

Date for Annual Dinner

The Org Committee has recommended August 1st as this years date for the Annual Dinner.  Chris Gomez asked the Board for silent auction and food donations for the event.  Jim Bassi moved to accept August 1st and the date for the Annual Dinner.  Vito Altieri seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.

BID Agreement requirements

With regard to the Little Italy Association BID Agreement with the City of San Diego, the Org Committee is recommending the following:

1. Authorization for the Little Italy Association to enter into agreement with the City of San Diego to manage the BID.  Dan Moceri moved, Gregg Maslak seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.

2. Designate Steve Galasso to sign the BID agreement.  Dan Moceri moved, Anthony Napoli seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.

3. Designate Steve Galasso and Lou Palestini to sign Requests for Reimbursement.  Dan Moceri moved, Frank Stiriti seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.

4. Designate Steve Galasso to sign program reports.  Frank Stiriti moved, Tom Di Zinno seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.

Evening Security program update

Since enough funds were not generated, Tom Di Zinno reported that the Evening Security program has been put on hold.

Land Use Committee
Designation of Tom Zolezzi as Land Use Committee Chair

Kara Garcia moved to appoint Tom Zolezzi as Chair to the Land Use Committee.  Tom Di Zinno seconded the motion.  The board voted unanimously in favor.

Need for meeting

The next Land Use Committee meeting has been scheduled for June 22nd at 9:00 am.

County RFP, Resolution

Tom Di Zinno reviewed a resolution proposed for the County RFP

“To encourage the County of San Diego to consider development proposals that include the following features for the Kettner Cedar site

a. Accommodation of needs of County for parking

b. Public parking, available 24 hours per day, funded by the CCDC Parking District revenues, preferably 100 spaces;

c. Affordable housing

d. Retail use on the bottom floor

e. Public art feature at SE corner of Kettner & Cedar

f. Use of air space above the railroad/Trolley tracks

g. Alignment of bus stops at Beech, not Cedar Street

h. Ingress and Egress on Beech Street side, not Cedar Street side due to the creation of Monarch School and possible Fire Station site”

A Board discussion took place, and the following changes were proposed for the resolution:

1. Revise letter “a”: Consider the opportunities to relocate the 750 parking spaces to another location

2. Revise letter “c”: Affordable housing – 2 & 3 bedroom units

3. Revise letter “e”: Public art feature at SW corner of Kettner & Cedar

Tom Di Zinno moved to approve the County RFP resolution with the changes outlined above.  Dan Moceri seconded the motion.  The Board approved almost unanimously in favor.  Steve Galasso and Jim Barone abstained from the vote.

DISI Committee

Festa Task Force

Raffle:  Gregg Maslak reported on the plans to raffle off a Harley Davidson that has been generously provided to the Association by Harley Davidson of San Diego.  Harley Davidson just wants to cover their overhead of approximately $18,000.00; all additional proceeds will be donated to the Association.  They are currently looking into ways into tying the raffle into the event finale.

Board members will be obligated to sell raffle tickets.

Beer and Wine Garden:  Pat Brunetto reported that there would be one Beer and Wine Garden this year on Date Street.

Parking Plan:  Kara Galasso and Tom Di Zinno are investigating all available district locations, and looking into pre-selling Festa parking spaces online.

Headliner:  We are still looking for an event headliner.  This year we have taken a more active role in this with Precious Cheese.

Goal for net:  This year’s goal for net is $25,000.

Via de Colore:  New concept name for street painting event is “Jesso Italiano” which translates to “Italian Chalk”.  

Marketing:  Sal Giametta, Sandra Simmons, and Tom Di Zinno are working together on a Marketing Plan.

Other:  Chris Gomez reported that the Association was approached by Toyota for a possible sponsorship.

Next meeting:  June 19th at 8:30 am.

Meet with Byron Wade on public amenities:  hanging plants, corner color

Byron Wade spoke with the Board about a meeting that took place regarding the CCDC funded Little Italy public amenities project that will provide corner color pots and hanging baskets for the district.  Byron explained the design concept and available colors and styles for the corner color pots; there will be various groupings throughout Little Italy at 70 locations.  Also, the hanging baskets will be 20” two way scroll arm lamppost brackets at 81 locations throughout the district.

This project will skip CCDC Committee and go straight to the CCDC Board.  

CCDC needs a resolution for maintenance and estimation of allocation of costs for plant materials.  The Committee has proposed the following resolution:


The Little Italy Association agrees to:

1. Provide maintenance for all of the concrete planters and hanging plants throughout the district indefinitely;

2. Allocate personnel, probably one full time employee, five days per week to provide watering and maintenance of these plants in containers provided by CCDC;

3. Spend an amount not to exceed $20,000 from assessment district revenues and/or donations to provide plant material for each pot as well as hanging plants;

4. Fill the concrete planters within 60 days of their placement by the contractor;

5. Hang the hanging plants once each of the 81 pairs have grown to appropriate size in a nursery provided by the Association;

6. Work with CCDC staff and its contractor on the implementation of this beautification project;

Jim Bassi moved to accept the resolution as proposed by Committee.  Pat Brunetto seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.

Tom Di Zinno moved to sign the ERMA (Encroachment Maintenance Agreement) with CCDC.  Tom Zolezzi seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.

Amici Ball solicitation for ads

Lou Palestini informed the Board that solicitations are currently underway for the Amici Ball program, the event will be held this September.

Calendar for year

Chris Gomez informed the Board of the rolling Little Italy event calendar on the Little Italy website.

Next meeting

The next DISI Committee meeting will be held at 8:30 am on Tuesday, June 12th 2007 at the Pastoral Center.

Development Committee

Brochure

Chris Gomez reported that the new Development Committee brochure is currently in circulation.  

Obligation of Board members to raise funds

Anna Sciarrino informed the Board that all help is needed and appreciated.

Next meeting

The next Development Committee meeting will be held at 10:00 am on Tuesday, June 12th 2007 at the Little Italy office.

Neighborhood Plan Task Force

Status of consultant

Earlier in the meeting, Tara Lake from CCDC informed the Board that the proposed Neighborhood Plan Consultant would go before the CCDC Board in July.

Community Advisory Board

Need for meeting

The Community Advisory Board will be meeting soon.

Articles

Steve Galasso asked the Board to review the articles included in the board package.

Other

Gregg Maslak asked the Board to note the following corrections to the board package:

· Page 25 – Cortez Academy is a High School

· Page 24 – Spelling for Tom Di Zinno’s name (not ditinno)

Next General Board meeting 

The next General Board meeting will be held on Tuesday, August 7th, 2007 at Our Lady of the Rosary.

The President Steve Galasso adjourned the Meeting at 9:55.

At 10:00 a special executive session was opened.

Minutes submitted by Rosie DeLuca, Little Italy Association staff.
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