Little Italy Association

Board of Directors Meeting

February 6, 2007 - 8:30 a.m.

Our Lady of the Rosary Church Hall

Present

Vito Altieri / Jim Barone / Jim Bassi / Tommy Battaglia / Pat Brunetto / Frank Busalacchi / Mario Cefalu / Tony Cefalu / Sandi Cottrell / Tom Di Zinno / Tom Fat / Steve Galasso / Kara Galasso-Garcia / Tony Gaussoin / Fr. Steve Grancini / Russ Haley / Gregg Maslak / John McIff / Danny Moceri / Rita Monares / Anthony Napoli / Ruben Padilla / Lou Palestini / Jennifer Rix / Anna Sciarrino / Sandra Simmons / Frank Stiriti / Bill Stone 

Excused Absence

Tommy Battaglia / Domenic Brunetto / Dino Cresci / Larry Kuntz / / Tom Zolezzi

Absent

Tony Cefalu / Sal Giametta / Mary Mitchell 

Guests

John Graham, SDPD / Tara Lake, CCDC / Michael Maniello, SD Harley Davidson / Jason Farran, Supervisor Ron Roberts / Jody Taylor, SD Downtown News / Tiana Uribe, TRU Financial Services / John Williams, West Coast Living RE Group / Lloyd Russell, Lloyd Russell, AIA / Jennifer Rhodes,  Assemblymember Saldana’s office / Gail Roberts, property owner & RE Agent / Forrest Roberts, property owner / Shirley Altieri, resident / Paula Kwast, ArtWalk / Kayoko Asai / Charlie Coradino, Redwitz & Co / Sean Fitzgerald, Hampton Inn / Joy Davis, Harborside School / 

Staff

Marco LiMandri, Rosie DeLuca, Chris Gomez

Introductions

The President of the Board, Steve Galasso, called the meeting to order at 8:35 a.m.  

Board introductions were made.  The meeting was then turned over to the Chairman of the Board Marco LiMandri.

Minutes

Sandra Simmons moved to accept the January Board minutes.  Gregg Maslak seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor to accept the January Board minutes.

COMMUNITY REPORTS

CCDC

Tara Lake updated the Board on pending Little Italy projects.

CCAC

Lloyd Russell updated the Board on the following projects:

· Asaro project at Beech & India Streets

· Proposed Firehouse for Pacific Highway & Cedar

Council District 2

Matt Awbry updated the Board on the following issue:

· Newsrack Ordinance – just approved by City Council

County Supervisor Ron Roberts

Marco acknowledged County Supervisor Ron Roberts for the Grant awarded to Little Italy for the purchase of a Water Trailer from People for Trees.

Assemblymember Lori Saldana

Jennifer Rhodes informed the Board of a Community Coffee that the Assemblymember is holding for members of the Community on February 24, 2007 at 9:45 am at 1240 India St.

SB 855

Tom Fat moved that the Association renew its stance on the Poochigian  SB855 (Special access: liability) to allow 90 days for corrections on ADA violations.  Bill Stone seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.  Marco requested that Jennifer Rhodes pass this information on to Assemblymember Saldana.

SDPD

John Graham reported on activity that has taken place in the Little Italy district.  John reiterated to the Board that if a homeless person is exhibiting violent behavior or if they are a threat then to call the Police Department.  Also, the Little Italy Maintenance Staff can be contacted if the situation is non-threatening.


Daytime:
Ramiro Navarro (619) 884-0950


Evening:
Teddy Reed
(619) 818-2548

County Supervisor Ron Roberts

Jason Farran informed the Board that the County State of the Address will be held at 6:00 pm this evening at the USD Shiley Center.

Washington Elementary School

Gregg Maslak informed the Board that Gilbert Gutierrez, current principal of Washington Elementary, has taken a position elsewhere so he will be moving on.  An interim principal will be assigned through the end of the year.

DISTRICT UPDATES

Jen Rix

Jen Rix informed the Board that she has accepted a position as the Sales & Marketing Manager at Imagination Entertainment.

Hampton Inn

Sean Fitzgerald from the Hampton in told the Board about a Corp client “Taste of Little Italy” event they are having on March 1st from 11:30 – 3:30 that will feature Artists, Food, and Musicians.

Downtown News

Jodie Taylor welcomed back Yana Shayne to the SD Downtown News staff.

Meeting with Kevin Faulconer

Tom Di Zinno informed the Board about the items discussed at the meeting with Kevin Faulconer:

· Little Italy Parking District
· MAD – Funding and City Management
Marco referred the Board to a letter that was sent to Kris Michel from the Mayor’s office regarding the Presentation of Resolution by the Little Italy Association of San Diego.  The Resolution endorses the concept of “Prop C” of contracting out services and implies that the private sector may be able to provide services at a higher level and better cost than City employees.  We are hoping that the Mayor will enforce “Prop C” and the Resolution.  Marco thanked Matt Awbry from Kevin Faulconer’s office for his continuing support.

Washington School meeting with Kevin Faulconer

A meeting will take place with Kevin Faulconer about the proposed Little Italy Education Center, a multi-use educational facility in Little Italy at the Washington Elementary School site.  The Board feels that this school is a necessity for the Urban Village setting of Little Italy.

COMMITTEE REPORTS      

Organization Committee

Review of Organization Committee Minutes

The following discussions were held and recommendations are being made to the Board:

· The Organization Committee is recommending to the Board that Anna Sciarrino be appointed as Chair of the Development Committee.  Jen Rix moved to appoint Anna Sciarrino as Chair of the Development Committee.  Bill Stone seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.

· ALINA Conference – The Organization Committee is asking the Board to serve as a conduit for funding for the proposed ALINA conference in Chicago in October.  This would cost the Board nothing.  We want to raise the funds to underwrite the cost of the program, pay for Board members travel expenses to Chicago and have LIA lead the conference of Little Italys in North America.  With Board approval, we can go and begin to solicit funds through our Non-Profit status.  Dan Moceri moved in support of the ALINA conference.  Frank Stiriti seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.

Resolution of the Board of Directors for County Community Enhancement Program (CEP) Grant 

Jim Barone moved to approve the filing of the CEP Grant Application with the County of San Diego.  Gregg Maslak seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.

Resolution by the Board of Directors for Preserve America Community Designation  Preserve America is a White House initiative developed in cooperation with the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation, the U.S. Department of the Interior, and the U.S. Department of Commerce.  A letter in support from Mayor Sanders and a County Supervisor will need to accompany the Grant Application.  This Grant will open up the Association for Heritage, Cultural, and Economic Development Grants.  Bill Stone moved to adopt the resolution.  Jen Rix seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in support of the resolution.

Request for funds from People for Trees

The Association has written a request to People for Trees to transfer some of its final assets to the Little Italy Association.  These funds can be used for Urban Forestry projects within the district.

Parking District contract with CCDC – business plan phase

Every year the Little Italy district generates $250,000 in Parking District revenues which currently go into the City Funds.  We are attempting to recapture these funds for operational purposes.

Finance Committee/new budge format – Lou Palestini

Marco showed the Board the new Little Italy budget format.  Lou Palestini introduced CPA Charlie Coradino to the Board.  Charlie informed the Board that our current goal is to set up a true Non-Profit fund program that will report information on all Association activities.  We are aiming for consistency in our reporting, and will revamp the way our 990 taxes are filed as well.

Mayoral flow chart

A flow chart of Mayoral Functions within the City of San Diego Organization was provided to the Board in the packet.

Italian Archives

The CONVIVO Society for Italian History and Culture is currently seeking historical photographs of the Italian Community.

DISI Committee

Review of DISI Minutes

Marco reviewed the DISI Committee minutes from the meeting that took place on February 2nd, 2007.

Festa Update

Tom Di Zinno reported that they are trying to get Board members to help with Festa operations.  A Full scale meeting will take place to format the functions of the Festa.

Board members were asked to work on various functions of the Festa, as presented in writing at this meeting of the Board.  

Carnevale Update

Rita Monares reported on the 4th Annual Little Italy Carnevale that will take place on Saturday, February 17th.

Cruise Ship Task Force

The DISI Committee is setting up a task force to review and recommend action on how to incorporate the Cruise Ship industry into the businesses in Little Italy.  This project will be tied to the Parking District revenues, funding can include a shuttle and wayfinding system.  Anthony Davi, Rita Monares, Bill Stone, and Steve Galasso have volunteered to sit on this task force.

Sustainable Marketing Fund Task Force

Discussion was held on creating an overlay to the BID to promote Art & Design in Little Italy.  A Sustainable Marketing Task Force was created to look at ways in which to create these ongoing marketing funds.  Bill Stone, Jim Bassi, Rita Monares, and Sandi Cottrell have volunteered to sit on this task force.

Public Art, Scipio Africanus, dedicated by June 2nd
A trio of monuments to great Italian leaders is proposed for State Street.  The cost for each monument is approximately $6,500.00 and will be funded by Bob Asaro.  The DISI Committee is going over the final details of this project including designation of the people to be acclaimed, the wording, the location, use of the public rights of way, etc.

The Board will hear on update on the status of this project at it next meeting.

TOT Grant Application

A copy of the Little Italy TOT Grant Application was provided to the Board in the packet.

ArtWalk Update 

Sandi Cottrell updated the Board on the ArtWalk event scheduled for 4/28-4/29.

Sicilian Festival / Adherence to Venue Policy

Marco met with the coordinators of the Sicilian Festival, Bernadette Tarantino and Giovanni Di Bona.  They have agreed to provide 20% of event revenues to the Association and we will provide the event maintenance.

Community Advisory Board

Proposal for Evening Security

Cost is $4,200 per month for off-duty officers, a presentation will be made to all bars in the area.

Crudo Public Hearing

A Crudo Public hearing will be held after one month of trail period of Evening Security Program.

Community Benefit District/MAD

 Update on meeting with the Mayor’s office

A meeting was held with the Mayor’s office regarding Lump Sum collection on the Community Benefit District.  A meeting will be set up to determine what a financial institution would need to collateralize the loans for the anticipated assessment revenues.

Letter to Economic Development

A copy of a letter sent to Luis Ojeda from the Community & Economic Development Dept from the City of San Diego was provided to the Board in the packet.

Neighborhood Plan Task Force

Neighborhood Plan consultant - update

Interviews for the Neighborhood Plan consultant will be held at the end of February.

Land Use Committee

Bullet Train

An article was provided to the Board in the packet regarding high-speed magnetic levitation trains (Maglev) proposed from U.S. Border to Ontario Airport.

Airport Authority

Tom Fat updated the Board on the Airport Authority.  The trajectory of the Airport Noise line has moved further North, this will have a positive effect on Little Italy.

Marco thanked Tom Fat for all of his work with the Airport Authority, and pledged to endorse Tom’s efforts in this work.

Articles

The following articles were provided to the Board in the packet:

Next General Board meeting 

The next General Board meeting will be held on Tuesday, March 6th, 2007 at Our Lady of the Rosary.

Motion to adjourn

Steve Galasso moved to adjourn the February Board of Directors meeting.  Dan Moceri seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor to adjourn the meeting.

Minutes 

Rosie DeLuca took board minutes.
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