Little Italy Association

Board of Directors Meeting

December 5,  2006 - 8:30 a.m.

Our Lady of the Rosary Church Hall

Present
Vito Altieri / Jim Barone / Jim Bassi / Tommy Battaglia / Domenic Brunetto / Pat Brunetto / Mario Cefalu / Tony Cefalu / Sandi Cottrell / Dino Cresci / Tom Di Zinno / Tom Fat / Steve Galasso / Kara Galasso-Garcia / Tony Gaussoin / Larry Kuntz / John McIff / Mary Mitchell / Danny Moceri / Rita Monares / Anthony Napoli / Ruben Padilla / Lou Palestini / Jen Rix / Anna Sciarrino / Sandra Simmons / Frank Stiriti / Bill Stone / Tom Zolezzi

Excused Absence

Sal Giametta / Fr. Steve Grancini / Gregg Maslak 

Absent

Frank Busalacchi 

Guests

Marjorie Rice, Financial 21 CCU / Peyleen Brooks, Financial 21 CCU / Shirley Altieri, resident / Forrest Roberts, resident / Alex Hazco, Realty Connex / Paula Kwast, ArtWalk / Matt Awbrey, Council District 2 / Cynthia Lamont, San Diegan / Justin Calabro, Assemblymember Lori Saldana’s office / Tara Lake, CCDC

Staff

Marco LiMandri, Rosie DeLuca, Chris Gomez

Introductions

The President of the Board, Steve Galasso, called the meeting to order at 8:37 a.m.  

Board introductions were made.  The meeting was then turned over to the Chairman of the Board Marco LiMandri.

Minutes

Dan Moceri moved to accept the November Board minutes.  Steve Galasso seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor to accept the November Board minutes.

COMMUNITY REPORTS

CCDC

Tara Lake introduced herself to the Board as our new CCDC rep.  She will be taking over Nicole Haines position, who will be moving to Australia with her husband.  The Board gave Nicole a round of applause for her excellent work in serving the community.

Council District 2

Matt Awbry updated the Board on the following projects:

· Proposed Monarch Elementary School Site

· Lights repair, public works

· Kevin Faulconer’s inauguration

Marco spoke about the proposed Monarch School project.  LIA Board is on record that the location of the proposed school is not a good location due to the proximity of the Railroad tracks, both commuter and freight.   Other issues with the project are as follows:

· Lead contaminated soil

· Still need to raise major funds to build the school, although the land was free

Assemblymember Lori Saldana’s office

Justin Calabro from Lori Saldana’s office introduced himself to the Board as our new Community representative.  He also updated the Board on projects that the Assemblywoman is working on.  Marco reiterated that he wanted to work with the Assembly office and ABC on not requiring permanent railings for serving alcohol on the sidewalks;

DISTRICT UPDATES

Tom Di Zinno, donations to LIA MAD staff

Tom Di Zinno expressed his appreciation to the Little Italy Maintenance crew and for all that they do for the district.  Tom passed around a holiday stocking and asked that everyone contribute for a holiday bonus to the crew.  (The Board members donated $400 on the spot for the maintenance workers for Christmas).

COMMITTEE REPORTS                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

Organization Committee
Review of Organization Committee Minutes

The following discussions were held and recommendations are being made to the Board:

· Treat Festa event as a business
· Long Term Festa goals, including the following additions to the Festa:
a. Addition of the Columbus Day Parade

b. Friday Night entertainment
c. A Three-day event
d. Finale event and laser show
· More Board involvement in the Festa
· 2007 Enhancement
· Entertainment
· Advertising
· Development
· New City America costs
· Raffle tickets
· Saturday Night event
· Cross promotion
Steve Galasso added that we could use Board volunteers on the day of the event.  A discussion followed.

Parking District contract with CCDC

We are hoping to have the Little Italy Parking District contract finalized with CCDC in December.

Public Amenities contract with CCDC

This is still in the works with CCDC, a meeting will take place later on in the week.  Marco, Nicole and Matt have been working on this public amenities grant proposal between CCDC and LIA for almost 6 months now.  It would fund a series of new capital improvements in the public rights of way.

CCAC elections, Little Italy seats

Marco informed the Board that Lloyd Russell was elected as the CCAC Business owner rep to Little Italy.  For more information on the election results, you can visit the CCAC website: www.ccdc.com/index.cfm/fuseaction/resources.ccac
Finance Committee / new budget format

Lou Palestini informed the Board that we are finalizing the new Income & Expense report format, and may be able to present a rough draft of the new report in January.

Correspondences

A chart that shows the building square footage of Little Italy businesses was distributed in the Board packet.  Marco asked that everyone check the square footage listed for their business and to contact the Little Italy office with any discrepancies.

DISI Committee

Review of DISI Minutes

Marco reviewed the minutes of the November DISI Committee meeting that took place and briefly discussed the following items:

· Window placards

· Little Italy Honorary Street sing name

· Gateway sings

· Trolley Stop re-design

· Scipio Africanus status

· Piazza plaques for World Cup and Torino

· Retail proposals

· Natale Nights

· Opera in October

· Parking District update

· Public Amenities

· Dog Park, Piazza Campanile, One Mile Walk

ArtWalk

Sandi Cottrell updated the Board on this years’ ArtWalk event that is scheduled to take place on April 28-29, 2007.

TADD

Bill Stone informed the Board that TADD elections for the New Year will be held, and that they are in the process of setting a new budget.

Holiday Tree Lighting

The Little Italy Holiday tree lighting took place on Saturday, December 2nd at the corner of India & Date Streets, and was a great neighborhood event.  Almost 400 people were present this year.  Anthony Napoli kindly donated $500 to underwrite the event.

Articles

An article appeared in the LA Times citing Little Italy as a sophisticated urban community.

Community Advisory Board

Proposal for Evening Security – update

We are in the process of working out costs for Little Italy evening crew on bikes with cameras.  The need for this service arose out of the discussion of the CUP six month review for Crudo.

Community Benefit District/MAD

Meeting with Mayor

Marco publicly thanked Matt Awbry from the Council District 2 office for working so closely with Little Italy staff and for trying to create a positive experience with the City.

Neighborhood Plan Task Force

Neighborhood Plan consultant

The Association is working with CCDC on the hiring of a Neighborhood Plan Consultant who will help create a Neighborhood Plan for Little Italy.  The costs for the consultant will be underwritten by CCDC.  We are hoping to have the consultant on line by March.

Land Use Committee

Need for meeting, Airport Authority and Bullet Train

Tom Fat reported that the Airport Authority recently replaced 6 Board Members from their Board of 9.  Also, Christine Kehoe is creating legislation to break up the Airport Authority.

Articles

The following articles were provided to the Board in the packet:

· Correspondence from MTS & Downtown Partnership regarding the C Street Master Plan

· San Diego not alone with Pension troubles

· Cities are removing Palm Trees

· Italy using new paint and materials on new buildings that absorb air pollution

· Roof top gardens

· Tacky cartoon about Mafia in the Middle East

· Sandy Springs, Atlanta one of the first “contract cities” in the US

After a discussion on Sandy Springs, Bill Stone moved to support Kevin Faulconer’s position and to endorse the spirit of Prop’s B & C, as voted on by the people of San Diego, Larry Kuntz seconded the motion.  The issue of the implementation of Props B and C was going before the City Council today.  The Board voted unanimously in favor. Tom Fat will present the Board’s position to the City Council today.

Next General Board meeting 

The next General Board meeting will be held on Tuesday, January 9, 2007 at Our Lady of the Rosary.

Motion to adjourn

All in favor of adjournment.   Minutes taken by Rosie DeLuca 
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