Little Italy Association
Board of Directors Meeting

November 7, 2006 - 8:30 a.m.

San Diego National Bank – 1st Floor Conference Room

Present
Vito Altieri / Jim Bassi / Tommy Battaglia / Domenic Brunetto / Pat Brunetto / Mario Cefalu / Tony Cefalu / Sandi Cottrell / Dino Cresci / Tom Di Zinno / Tom Fat / Steve Galasso / Kara Galasso-Garcia / Fr. Steve Grancini / Larry Kuntz / Gregg Maslak / John McIff / Mary Mitchell / Danny Moceri / Rita Monares / Anthony Napoli / Ruben Padilla / Lou Palestini / Jen Rix / Anna Sciarrino / Sandra Simmons / Frank Stiriti / Bill Stone / Tom Zolezzi

Excused Absence

Jim Barone / Frank Busalacchi / Tony Gaussoin / Sal Giametta 

Guests

Joyce Summer, CCAC / Steve Codraro / Francisca Guidali, Peroni / Shirley Altieri, resident / Gail Roberts, resident / Paula Kwast, ArtWalk / Catt White, Serving SD / Kevin Sheehan / Lloyd Russell, Lloyd Russell AIA / Paula Robinson, DA’s Office, Midge Costanza, DA’s office

Staff

Marco LiMandri, Rosie DeLuca, Chris Gomez

Introductions

The President of the Board, Steve Galasso, called the meeting to order at 8:33 a.m.  

Board introductions were made.  The meeting was then turned over to the Chairman of the Board Marco LiMandri.

Minutes

Gregg Maslak moved to accept the October Board minutes.  Jim Bassi seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor to accept the October Board minutes.

COMMUNITY REPORTS

CCAC

Lloyd Russell advised the Board of the upcoming CCAC elections, and that both a Property Owners and Business Owners seat are up for election.  Lloyd also mentioned the Zolezzi project that went before the Committee.

CCDC

Nicole Haines reported on the following Little Italy projects:

· Little Italy Parking District

· Little Italy Street Lights

· State & Elm pop-out

· Front & Cedar signal light

District Attorney’s office

Paula Robinson, Chief of Investigations from the District Attorney’s office introduced herself to the Board and gave a brief update on projects that the DA is working on.

SDPD

John Graham updated the Board on current activities taking place within the Little Italy district.

Washington Elementary

Gregg Maslak gave a report on the following Washington Elementary and district projects:

· Washington Elementary students participated in the ArtWalk by the Bay event

· Graffiti “Spray & Pay” program

· Homeless Shelters now open

COMMITTEE REPORTS                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

Organization Committee
September & October Treasurer’s reports

There are no Treasurer’s reports for September and October as the Little Italy financials are being reformatted to accommodate the growth of the organization.  A new system that explains to the Board the various revenue sources of the Association and puts them in a comprehensive reporting document will be provided to the Board in January.

Review of Organization Committee Minutes

The following discussions were held and recommendations are being made to the Board:

· Parking District 

· Public Amenities Grant –In the process of working out contract with CCDC

· Bullet Train – The proposed bullet train would affect all areas surrounding the Santa Fe Depot

· District 2 Pending issues – Amici Park & Rec meeting, implementation and funding of the proposed dog park, advance grants on parking meter revenues, meeting regarding CBD working group, request for additional public improvements from CCDC in FY 07.

· New office – The Board had authorized the Org Committee to seek new office space in light of the potential sale of the 1830 Columbia Street property.  The Zolezzi family has proposed giving the Association discounted rent for the same price, $2,400 per month on the newly acquired house at 1668 Columbia St.  The Organization Committee is recommending to the Board that the contract for rent be signed.  Sandra Simmons moved to authorize the Association to rent the new office space at 1668 Columbia St.  Jen Rix seconded the motion.  A brief discussion followed.  The Board voted almost unanimously in favor.  Tom Di Zinno and Tom Zolezzi abstained from the vote.

CCAC elections, Little Italy seats

Joyce Summers informed the Board of the upcoming CCAC elections to take place on November 13 & 14, 2006.  The following Little Italy seats are available:

1. Business Owner 

2. Residental Owner Occupant

3. Residential Tenant

For more information visit the website at www.ccdc.com/ccac
SDPD

John Graham introduced Captain Ball to the Board.  Captain Ball addressed the current protests that are taking place in front of the Mexican Consulate and informed the Board that they are trying to keep the situation low-key to avoid media attention.

Presentation by Midge Costanza, District Attorney’s office on Fraud

Tom Di Zinno introduced Midge Costanza from the DA’s office.  Midge gave a brief presentation on identity theft and ways to avoid it.  Midge can be reached at (619) 531-3097.

Handicap accessibility issues

Marco spoke about recent issues that Little Italy businesses have experienced on Handicapped Accessible Parking Requirements, and regulations for the requirements were provided to the Board for reference in the packet.  Other items discussed:

· La Mesa Village hit with ADA lawsuits

· Po Pazzo ADA parking issues

· Guide Dogs, Waterfront Bar

Nomination of Bill Stone to sit on Airport Noise Advisory

Since Dan Pond’s term on the Airport Noise Advisory Committee has expired, Bill Stone has requested to be nominated to the Committee.  Sandi Cottrell moved to appoint Bill Stone as the Little Italy representative to the Airport Noise Advisory Committee.  Tony Cefalu seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.

Correspondences

The Association received a thank-you letter and a $250 donation regarding the Festa from Paul Chacon at Five Star Parking.

DISI Committee

Review of DISI Minutes

Marco reviewed the minutes of the DISI Committee meeting that took place on Tuesday, October 4th and briefly discussed the following items:

· Surplus Festa items for sale

· Precious Cheese Festa Sponsorship contract renewal under consideration

· Ad taken out by Chalk La Strada in Downtown News

· Seeking a more active Board for Festa planning

· Opera in October/November

· Natale Nights – to be held on December 2nd, will be a day of music and shopping, followed by the Little Italy Holiday Tree Lighting.

· ArtWalk – Sandi Cottrell informed the Board that they are currently working with Marco on a footprint for the next ArtWalk that will take place on April 28-29, 2007.

· TADD Update – Bill Stone informed the Board that TADD recently elected new officers, and Alicia Douglas from the Airport Lounge was elected as President.

· Tree Lighting – The Little Italy Holiday Tree Lighting will take place on Saturday, December 2nd.

· Next meeting – the next meeting of the DISI Committee will take place at 9:30 am on  Wednesday, November 8th at the Pastoral Center

Community Advisory Board

One Mile Walk in Little Italy/concept

A one-mile walking trail in Little Italy that has been measured and laid out by John LiMandri was shown to the Board.  The walk does not entail crossing any controlled intersections and would be used by residents as well as hotel guests.

Proposal for Evening Security

To accommodate the increased evening activity in Little Italy, the Community Advisory Board has developed a three-part plan for evening security:

1. Security on bikes

2. Use of signage

3. Halt entertainment at midnight

Mary Mitchell moved to implement the proposed three-part plan.  Vito Altieri seconded the motion.  After a lengthy discussion, Mary Mitchell revised the motion to develop a security plan and costs.  Vito Altieri accepted the revised motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.

Meeting with Herb Johnson

Marco met with Herb Johnson from the Rescue Mission.

Community Benefit District/MAD

Review of Minutes

Marco reviewed the minutes of the CBD meeting that took place on 11/1.

City Attorney and homeless sleeping on sidewalks

City Attorney Mike Aguirre has stopped locking up homeless people who have been cited for sleeping in public.

Neighborhood Plan Task Force

Riva Trigosa project

The Riva Trigosa project proposed for India and Date streets was reviewed by the NPTF.

Monarch School project

The NPTF reviewed the Monarch school project proposed for California and Cedar Streets.  The committee liked the design but did not like the site.  They felt it was too dangerous for children, K-12, crossing the railroad tracks twice per day to come to and from school.  The Association would like to be on record stating that this is not a good location for the plan.

After a discussion, Tom Di Zinno moved to have the Association investigate a long term plan for education, possibly combining the Monarch School, Harborside School, and Washington Elementary.  Dan Moceri seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.  

LIRA notes

Notes from the September LIRA Committee meeting were provided to the Board.

Land Use Committee

Marco reviewed the following items:

· BART article

· Bullet train

· Airport meeting and status of Authority

· Sign up for a Committee

Airport Meeting

Tom Fat updated the Board on Airport Authority meetings that will take place.

Fat Family article

Lou Palestini informed the Board of a great article that appeared on Tom Fat’s family.  

Next General Board meeting 

The next General Board meeting will be held on Tuesday, December 5, 2006 at Our Lady of the Rosary.

Motion to adjourn

All in favor of adjournment.   Minutes taken by Rosie DeLuca 
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