Little Italy Association
Board of Directors Meeting

August 1, 2006 - 8:30 a.m.

Our Lady of the Rosary Parish Hall
Present
Vito Altieri / Tommy Battaglia / Frank Busalacchi / Mario Cefalu / Tony Cefalu / Sandi Cottrell / Tom Di Zinno / Tom Fat / Steve Galasso / Kara Galasso-Garcia / Tony Gaussoin / Sal Giametta / Fr. Steve Grancini / Larry Kuntz / Gregg Maslak / Danny Moceri / Rita Monares / Ruben Padilla / Lou Palestini / Anna Sciarrino / Sandra Simmons / Frank Stiriti / Bill Stone / Tom Zolezzi

Excused Absence

Jim Barone / Domenic Brunetto / Pat Brunetto / John McIff / Jen Rix 
Absent
Jim Bassi / Dino Cresci / Anthony Napoli 
Guests

Valli McDougle, SD Watercolor Society / Joann Delgado, Assembly Member Lori Saldana’s office / Mark Haines, 7-Eleven / Nicole Haines, CCDC / Mike Ford / Jeanne Obenchain, Bella Stanza / Ted Anasis, SDCRAA / Dee  Desiderio, Shop owner / Nancy Nichols, The Waterfront / Shirley Altieri, resident / Alicia Douglas, The Airport Lounge / Paula Kwast, ArtWalk / Jesse Navarro, DA’s office / Jean Silva, SD Watercolor Society / Umberto Falcone, resident / John Graham, SDPD / Matt Awbry, Council District 2
Staff

Marco LiMandri, Rosie DeLuca, Chris Gomez
Introductions

The President of the Board, Steve Galasso, called the meeting to order at 8:35 a.m.  

Board introductions were made.  The meeting was then turned over to the Chairman of the Board Marco LiMandri.

Minutes

Sandra Simmons moved to accept the July Board minutes.  Gregg Maslak seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor to accept the July Board minutes.

COMMUNITY REPORTS

CCDC
Nicole Haines reported on the following Little Italy projects:

· Phase II of India Street Improvements – in final stages

· Little Italy parking

· Gateway Signs

· Little Italy Street lights – approved last week, will go out to bid soon, construction should commence in three months

· State & Elm pop-out

· Neighborhood Design Guidelines

Council District 2 
Matt Awbry spoke about the pending Park & Rec transfer of property at Amici Park for the new Little Italy Dog Park.
Assembly Member Lori Saldana’s Office

Joanne Delgado from Lori Saldana’s office introduced herself as the new Little Italy Community liaison.
DA Bonnie Dumanis’s office
Jesse Navarro from the DA’s office spoke about a new Citizen’s Academy regional program that is being implemented through their office.
SDPD
John Graham from the SDPD updated the Board on the activity in Little Italy.

Washington Elementary School

Gregg Maslak reported on the following issues concerning Washington Elementary School:
· Homeless problem

· Rescue Mission Advisory Committee

· Meeting with Principal Gilbert Gutierrez regarding K-8 expansion
DISTRICT UPDATES

CCDC Parking negotiations with the Association
The Association is currently under negotiations with CCDC to utilize all parking in the Little Italy district.
Amici Ball
Lou Palestini spoke to the Board about this year’s Amici Ball that will take place in September.

COMMITTEE REPORTS                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

Organization Committee
Finance Committee
Lou Palestini spoke to the Board about the establishment of a Little Italy Finance Committee.

Adoption of preliminary budget for FY 2007
Marco reviewed the proposed Little Italy Association budget for the new fiscal year.  Tom Di Zinno moved to accept the proposed FY 2007 budget.  Dan Moceri seconded the motion.  A brief discussion followed.  The Board unanimously approved the proposed FY 20007 budget.

Nomination of Esteban Lopez to fill board seat vacated by Merrilee Ekstrom
Since Esteban Lopez was not present at the Board meeting, the Board decided to hold off on his appointment to the Board.
Development Committee next luncheon
The next Development Committee luncheon will be geared towards involving outside entities to donate to the Association.

Annual Dinner Income & Expense report
Marco reviewed the Income & Expenses report from this year’s Annual Dinner that took place in late July.  The net of the event is $2,416.74.  The Organization Committee is recommending that the Association donate $500 of the net profit to Our Lady of the Rosary for the use of their hall.  Bill Stone moved to donate $500 to OLR.  Larry Kuntz seconded the motion.  The Board voted almost unanimously in favor.  Fr. Steven Grancini abstained.

Establishment of Payroll Account for Maintenance District
Marco informed the Board that the Little Italy Maintenance District will not longer use an outside payroll service to pay for the Maintenance employees, and that all employees will be paid in house.  A new Payroll Account must be set up to pay the employee checks, benefits, and Workers’ Compensation.  Tom Di Zinno moved to authorize the Association to open a new Payroll checking account.  Gregg Maslak seconded the motion.  The signors on the new account will be the current Little Italy officers, and Marco LiMandri.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.

Authorization to seek new office space
Since we are currently in a month-to-month lease with the landlords for the Little Italy office, Marco is seeking the Board’s authorization to look for a new office space with a long-term lease.  Sal Giametta moved to authorize the Association to seek new office space.  Bill Stone seconded the motion.  The rent will not exceed the current $2,000/mo we are currently paying.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.
Invite Midge Costanza to Board to discuss Identity Theft in Sept.
Midge Costanza with the DA’s office gives a good presentation on identity theft.  We would like to invite her to give a brief presentation after the September Board meeting.  Sandi Cottrell moved to invite Midge to present on identity theft after the September Board meeting.  Frank Stiriti seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.
DISI Committee

Review of DISI Minutes
Marco reviewed the minutes of the DISI Committee meeting that took place on Tuesday, July 18th and briefly discussed the following items:
· Honorary Street names
· Dedication of corner color plaques

· LIA Placard in windows

· Tree at Ivy and India Street

· Dog Park approval

· Lowering of Utility boxes

· Scipio Africanus, Walk of Heros

· Retail Sales of Little Italy merchandise

· World Cup and Torino plaques

Venue policy adoption
The DISI Committee has adopted the policy on Use of Little Italy as Special Events Venue for both open and closed events here in Little Italy and Marco reviewed the policy with the Board.  Tony Gaussoin moved that the Board adopt the Venue policy.  Dan Moceri seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.
World Cup Income & Expense report

Marco reviewed the Little Italy World Cup Income & Expense report.
World Cup Fire Marshall meeting
Marco spoke about a meeting that took place with the Fire Chief Tracy Jarmin and the Mayor’s office in response to the Fire Marshall’s poor handling of the crowd capacity in Little Italy restaurants during World Cup event.  Everyone agreed that a better process needs to be in place, and we are seeking involvement with CCDC since this falls under their jurisdiction.

Leo Frye/Allegro Towers petition for turning on the light – status
Nicole Haines reported that this is not yet on the docket.

Italian Motorsport Show
Rita Monares reported on the upcoming Little Italy Italian Motorsport show scheduled for Saturday, August 5th.  
Next meeting date
Tuesday, August 22nd, 9:30 a.m. LIA Office
Neighborhood Plan Task Force
Embassy 1414 retail space
An artist’s rendering of the proposed Embassy 1414 project located at Columbia & Ash Streets was provided to the Board in the packet.

Community Advisory Board
Tango Wine Company CUP

The CUP for the Tango Wine Company located at 2161 India Street was approved.
Airport Lounge appeal to CAB, consideration by Committee
A CUP that would allow dancing at the Airport Lounge was denied, they are appealing the decision.  The CAB will consider supporting the CUP.
Conceptual support of Dog Park 
A conceptual drawing of the proposed Dog Park at Amici Park was provided to the Board in the packet.  Vito Altieri moved to adopt the conceptual drawings of the Dog Park.  Sandra Simmons seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.

Other
Presentation by Ted Anasis, Airport Authority EIR
Ted Anasis from the Airport Authority updated the Board on the current development plans of the SD Airport.

Articles
· New York Times – Chronic Homeless problem

· San Diego Business Journal – Parking Structures becoming costly headache for Developers and Contractors

Next General Board meeting 

The next General Board meeting will be held on Tuesday, September 12th, 2006 at Our Lady of the Rosary.
Motion to adjourn

Dan Moceri moved to adjourn the August General Board of Directors meeting.  Steve Galasso seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor. The meeting was adjourned at 10:00.   Minutes taken by Rosie DeLuca 
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