Little Italy Association
Board of Directors Meeting

July 11, 2006 - 8:30 a.m.

Start meeting at Amici Park, then Bus Tour of Little Italy
Present
Vito Altieri / Jim Bassi / Tommy Battaglia / Domenic Brunetto / Pat Brunetto / Frank Busalacchi / Mario Cefalu / Sandi Cottrell / Dino Cresci / Tom Fat / Steve Galasso / Kara Galasso-Garcia / Tony Gaussoin / Sal Giametta / Larry Kuntz / Gregg Maslak / John McIff / Mary Mitchell / Danny Moceri / Rita Monares / Anthony Napoli / Ruben Padilla / Lou Palestini / Anna Sciarrino / Sandra Simmons / Frank Stiriti / Bill Stone / Tom Zolezzi

Excused Absence

Jim Barone / Tony Cefalu / Tom Di Zinno / Fr. Steve Grancini / Jen Rix 
Guests

Melanie Cohn, Assemblymember Lori Saldana’s office / Elliott Lawrence, Radisson Hotel / Beryl Rayford, Mayor Jerry Sander’s office / Nicole Haines, CCDC / Alicia Douglas, Airport Lounge / 
Staff

Marco LiMandri, Rosie DeLuca, John LiMandri
Introductions

The President of the Board, Steve Galasso, called the meeting to order at 8:35 a.m.  

Board introductions were made.  The meeting was then turned over to the Chairman of the Board Marco LiMandri.

Minutes

Dan Moceri moved to accept the June Board minutes.  Sandra Simmons seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor to accept the June Board minutes.

COMMUNITY REPORTS

CCDC
Nicole Haines updated the Board on current CCDC projects that are taking place within Little Italy.

Mayor Jerry Sander’s office
Beryl Rayford from Jerry Sander’s office introduced herself to the Board and informed the Board that the CRO policy will go to City Council at 11:00 am on this date.  If you need to get in touch with Beryl, her phone # is (619) 236-7168.

SDPD
John Graham from the SDPD updated the Board on the activity in Little Italy.

DISTRICT UPDATES

World Cup Event
Marco spoke to the Board about the World Cup event that took place in Little Italy on July 9, 2006.  Frank Busalacchi started the process for the event, and along with Guy Rallo, was able to raise $20,000 to underwrite the event.  The Mayor’s office issued a Special Permit, and the event was put together in just a few days time.  It was a great success.  Marco thanked Officer John Graham for the cooperation of the SDPD, as they were very cooperative throughout the event and worked well with the Association to manage the crowds and public right-of-way.
Walking Tour
Marco showed the Board and discussed the following locations:

· Amici Park

· Bocce Courts

· Proposed Dog Park site at Date and Front Streets

Bus Tour
Board members and guests boarded the bus for the tour of Little Italy.

CCDC Parking negotiations with Ace Parking
Marco informed the Board that CCDC is working with Ace Parking on obtaining access for evening and weekend parking in their two surface lots in the Little Italy district.  
CCDC – LIA Parking arrangement

Marco informed the board that we will continue to pursue the use of the Little Italy parking meter revenues for operational purposes.  Councilman Kevin Faulconer has been helpful on this matter.
People for Trees donation of truck
Due to a lack of consistent funding, after 11 years of business, the Non-Profit Organization People for Trees is closing down.  They have donated a Ford F-150 to the Association, a letter of thanks will be written to them.

COMMITTEE REPORTS                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

Organization Committee
June Treasurer’s report

Lou Palestini reported on the June Income & Expense to the Board.  Gregg Maslak moved to accept the June Income & Expense report.  Frank Busalacchi seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor to accept the June Income & Expense report.

Review of minutes
Marco reviewed the minutes of the Organization Committee meeting that took place on Friday, July 7, 2006 at the Little Italy office.  Dan Moceri moved to adopt the Organization Committee minutes.  Vito Altieri seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor to adopt the minutes.

DISI Committee

Walk of Heroes concept
The DISI Committee is recommending to the Board the idea of the tribute to Scipio Africanus and others, and that 1) the DISI Committee and staff be authorized to move forward with the design and estimates on the project, and that 2) the initial location of the first tribute be on the north side of Date between Columbia and State street, thereby creating a heritage link between India Street and the Church.  Robert Asaro has committed $20,000 to start the project.  Bill Stone moved to accept the DISI Committee recommendation on the Walk of Heroes concept.  Dino Cresci seconded the motion.  A brief discussion took place.  The Board voted unanimously in favor of the project.
Bus Tour visited the following locations:
· La Vita development
· Hanford Project (200 apts)
· Aperture (86 units)
· Acqua Vista
· Embassy 14/14 – a Constellation Group development
· Office Condo project
· State Bldg at Front & Ash
· Treo
· India & A St – new hotel
· Harborside School (expanding)
· Wall for Gateway Mural at SE corner of India & Beech (also a good location for a bus stop)
· New 30 story project at SW corner of India & Beech (current Mexican Fiesta site)
· Leo Frye – red light discussed
· David Brieza project
· Diagonal parking on India
· Fountain at Village Walk
· Corner Color pots
· Mexican Consulate – unsure of future plans
· Auto Radio site – only 3,500 sq ft available on this lot for building, not desirable for developers
· Bella Via
· It’s A Grind – piazza wall, would like to install blue tile with fish
· Granite address plaques
· Little Italy chairs
· Bike racks
· CCDC trash receptacles
· Festival poles
· White twinkle lights
· Alcohol railings – working with Assemblymember Saldana’s office to eliminate
· Simply Italian
· Ironworks – sold for high price
· Piazza Basilone
· Nelson Photo – nice job on exterior remodel
· Po Pazzo
· ALSCO – will likely be redeveloped, site is no longer adequate for their use
· Phase II of India Street developments
· Diagonal parking
· New Piazza – researching appropriate tree for site
· (2) Murals
· Public Storage facility
· Pop-outs
· Gateway Signs
· Kettner & Kalmia
· Street lights
· Public Storage site #2 (5-year moratorium on future Public Storage sites in Little Italy)
· Metro VW – new Pier project, a CityMark development 
· County parking site
· Parron Hall site – Intergulf Project
· Bosa Development
· Fire station proposed for Los Panchos site
· Hanging Baskets
Development Committee
A Development Committee sponsor grid was provided to the Board in the packet.  All Board members should assist in raising money for the Association.
Chalk La Strada memos, adoption of new name
The relationship between the Association and Chalk La Strada has ended.
Copies of letters and memos regarding the use of the Chalk La Strada name were provided to the Board in the packet.  The Association was asked not to use the new chosen name of “Colore La Strada” for the street painting festival as it is too similar to the Chalk name.  A new name proposed for the event is “Corse de Arte”, however we must check with Father Steve to see if this is a correct use of the Italian language.  Jim Bassi moved to proceed with the renaming of the Chalk event to Corse de Arte, or whatever name is found to be grammatically correct.  Bill Stone seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor of the name change.
Italian Motorsport Show
The LittleItaly Italian Motorsport Show is proposed for Saturday, August 5th 2006.  Sponsorships are crucial for this event, as it is not funded by the Association.  Sponsorship forms were distributed to the Board.
Next General Board meeting 

The next General Board meeting will be held on Tuesday, August 1, 2006 at Our Lady of the Rosary.
Motion to adjourn

Dan Moceri moved to adjourn the July General Board of Directors meeting.  Sandra Simmons seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor. The meeting was adjourned at 10:00.   Minutes taken by Rosie DeLuca 
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