Little Italy Association
Board of Directors Meeting

April 4, 2006 - 8:30 a.m.

Our Lady of the Rosary Church Hall

Present
Vito Altieri / Jim Barone / Domenic Brunetto / Pat Brunetto /Frank Busalacchi /  Mario Cefalu / Tony Cefalu / Jennifer Morrison for Dino Cresci / Tom Di Zinno / Merrilee Ekstrom / Tom Fat / Steve Galasso / Kara Galasso-Garcia / Sal Giametta / Fr. Steve Grancini / Larry Kuntz / Gregg Maslak / John McIff / Mary Mitchell / Danny Moceri / Rita Monares / Anthony Napoli / Ruben Padilla / Lou Palestini / Jen Rix / Anna Sciarrino / Sandra Simmons / Frank Stiriti / Bill Stone / Julius Zolezzi for Tom Zolezzi

Excused Absence

Jim Bassi / Tony Gaussoin 

Unexcused Absence

Catherine Chester

Guests

Paula Kwast, ArtWalk / Sandi Cottrell, ArtWalk / Shirley Altieri, resident / Melanie Cohn, Assemblymember Lori Saldana’s office / Nicole Haines, CCDC / Alicia Douglas, Airport Lounge / Duane Shinnick, Shinnick & Ryan / Tommy Battaglia, property owner / Rose Li Mandri, guest /  Terri Bona, Harborside School / Shawn Jensen, resident / Catt White, Gallery 680 – Serving San Diego / John Graham, SDPD / Andrew Kennerly, Senator Christine Kehoe’s office

Staff

Marco Li Mandri, Rosie DeLuca, Chris Gomez

Minutes

The Chairman of the Board Steve Galasso called the meeting to order at 8:35 a.m.  

Board introductions were made.  The meeting was then turned over to the President Marco Li Mandri. Merrilee Ekstrom moved to accept the March Board minutes.  Gregg Maslak seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.

COMMUNITY REPORTS

CCDC

Marco reported for Nicole Haines on the following projects:

· Phase II of India St improvements

· Street Lights

· State & Elm pop-out

· Front & Cedar signal

· Downtown Today – Downtown projects

· Gateway signs

Council District 2 Office

Matt Awbry from Kevin Faulconer’s office reported on the following projects:

· Mayor’s initiatives to be placed on ballot

· Meeting with the Economic Development Dept. on behalf of the Association

· State of the District address will take place on Wednesday, April 5th 2006

· Little Italy Parking District

If you need to reach Matt, his phone number is (619) 236-6622.

Assemblymember Lori Saldana’s office

Melanie Cohn from Assemblymember Lori Saldana’s office reported on the following:

· Emergency Preparedness workshop

· ArtWalk participation

Washington Elementary School

Gregg Maslak reported on the following:

· Attended Homeless Task Force meeting

· ArtWalk donating space to Washington Elementary

· Grade configuration process

SDPD

John Graham reported on activity in the Little Italy district.

DISTRICT UPDATES

Introduction of new residents, businesses and property owners

· Dino Cresci informed the Board that they are partnering with the Busalacchi family to open a new restaurant “Zia’s Bistro” at the Gargoyle site in two weeks
PPS Tour through Downtown / comments of Fred Kent

Fred Kent from the PPS (Project for Public Spaces) spoke to the Board about PPS, and stated that Little Italy is implementing the principals of the PPS.  For more information on the organization, visit their website at www.PPS.org.

CCDC budget for upcoming fiscal year

The Little Italy Neighborhood Plan Task Force falls under the umbrella of the Downtown Community Plan.  Items that are under consideration to be funded by CCDC are as follows:

· Development of the Little Italy Trolley Stop with the addition of tile, flowers, and possibly a fountain

· 10 additional trash cans

· District lighting upgrade

COMMITTEE REPORTS

Nominations Committee

Marco reiterated the requirements for Board seat nominations, as per the Board policy:

· Must have full paid into Maintenance District of BID

· Must have actively served on a Board Committee for at least one year

· Must agree with all Board policies

· Must have filled out nomination application

Recommended nominees

Due to inability to meet deadline of production of Board packet, the list of recommended nominees was distributed at the Board meeting.  Board packet produced Friday afternoon, nominations closed on Friday at 5:00 p.m., March 31st.

Recommendation for nomination to business owner seats:

1. Tony Cefalu

2. Bill Stone

3. Tom Di Zinno

4. Sal Giametta

5. Sandi Cottrell

Gregg Maslak moved to appoint the nominees to the Board.  Jen Rix seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.

Recommendation for nomination to property owners seats (one will remain open):

1. Dan Moceri

2. Fr. Steven Grancini

3. Frank Stiriti

4. Tom Battaglia

5. Lou Palestini

Vito Altieri moved to appoint the nominees to the Board.  Dino Cresci seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.

Recommendation for nomination to Residential Tenant seats:

1. Kara Garcia

2. Gregg Maslak

Frank Stiriti moved to appoint the nominees to the Board.  Sandra Simmons seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.

Recommendation for nomination to Community At Large seats:

1. Jen Rix

2. Anna Sciarrino

3. Sandra Simmons

Bill Stone moved to appoint the nominees to the Board.  Kara Garcia seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.

Recommendation for “Ex-officio Board member for Life” seats

1. Mario Cefalu

2. Catherine Chester

Tom Di Zinno moved to appoint the nominees as Board Members for Life.  Bill Stone seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.

Election of officers for the coming year

Sal Giametta moved to re-elect the following officers to the Board:

· Steve Galasso – Chairman of the Board

· Dan Moceri – Vice President

· Lou Palestini – Treasurer

· Tom Di Zinno – Secretary

Gregg Maslak seconded the motion.  The Board voted almost unanimously in favor.  Steve Galasso abstained from the vote.

Organization Committee
March Treasurer’s report

Lou Palestini reported on the Income & Expense for March 2006.  Sandra Simmons moved to accept the Income & Expense report for March 2006.  Frank Stiriti seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.

Ad for LIA Administrator, In Daily Transcript

An ad for the position of Little Italy Administrator will run for one week in the San Diego Daily Transcript.  Packets are available at the Little Italy office for anyone interested in applying for the position.

Development Committee luncheon

An appreciation luncheon will be held on April 14th for major sponsors to the Association.

Downtown Shuttle Task Force

Sandra Simmons reported on the Downtown Shuttle Task Force.  The Task Force has decided to move to the next level, and also to up the “branding” concept.

Breeza Agreement

The Breeza Development located at Pacific Highway and Ash Streets will take over the landscaping maintenance for the Linear Park, which is currently maintained by the Association.

DISI Committee

Baseball Banners

Tom Di Zinno spoke about the baseball banners that will be installed this week in the district.  The banners, which were funded by a grant from Supervisor Ron Roberts, will honor a mix of current and retired Italian-American baseball players.  

Leo Frye/Allegro Towers petition for turning on the light

The Board has previously voted to initiate petitions in support of the red neon light on the Allegro Towers, and once completed will be submitted to CCDC.   The CCDC staff supported the neon light, but the CCDC board voted against it.  

Walking Map

The Little Italy walking map was finalized yesterday and sent to print.  They should be out in 2 weeks.

ArtWalk update

Sandi Cottrell updated the Board on the upcoming ArtWalk event that will take place on April 29-30 here in Little Italy.  

TADD update

Merrilee Ekstrom informed the Board that the next Kettner Nights event will take place on Friday, April 21st.  They are also working on a new ad campaign and logo.

Mainly Mozart

Bill Stone updated the Board on the Mainly Mozart event that will take place at the County Administration parking lot on June 3, 2006.  The event will feature music, dance, and displays and the crowd will be funneled to Little Italy after the event.

Italian Motorsport Show

Rita Monares is currently speaking with possible sponsors for the Italian Motorsport Show.  Symbolic and Penske are already interested.

Next meeting

The next DISI Committee meeting will be held at 9:30 am on April 17 at the Little Italy office.

Neighborhood Plan Task Force

Downtown Community Plan amendment

The Downtown Community Plan regulates land use, but design and public spaces are not mentioned in the plan.  The FAR (Floor Area Ratio) have not been increased in Little Italy.  Additional FARs or bonuses can be earned if a set of developer incentives are adopted and incorporated in a project.  These incentives of FAR bonuses stop at Date, so major projects north of Date Street will not be afforded these bonuses.  The Committee is recommending that the Board write a letter to Councilman Faulconer demanding that all parcels up to Laurel be afforded the same FAR bonuses enjoyed by property owners and developers in the rest of Downtown.  Merrilee Ekstrom moved that the Board write such a letter.  Sal Giametta seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.

Finestra project

A letter was sent to Brad Richter from CCDC regarding the Finestra project on India Street.

Community Advisory Board
No Leash area

The Association is currently working on the development of a dog no-leash area which would lie adjacent to the big grass area at Amici Park, at the top of Date Street.

Alcohol application recommendations

In the future, the Community Advisory Board will be taking a much harder line on hard liquor license applications.

Washington Elementary School, transform to K-8

The Community Advisory Board is recommending that the Board endorse the implementation of a K-8 facility at the Washington Elementary school site.  Will work with CCDC and Council District 2 office on this project.  Bill Stone moved to support the K-8 facility at Washington Elementary School.  Gregg Maslak seconded the motion.  A brief discussion followed.  The Association will ask Councilman Faulconer to create a Task Force.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.

Street sweeping monitoring of City

Currently, vehicles parked on the street during designated street sweeping times are being ticketed, but no street sweeping is occurring.  The Association will work to get this changed.

Community Benefit District

Meeting with City Auditor and City Staff

A meeting with the City Auditor and City staff took place to establish reasonable guidelines on receiving reimbursements.

Maintenance workers interaction with community

The Maintenance workers represent the district.  We stress that workers be respectful and polite to property and business owners within the district.  Please contact the Little Italy office at 233-3898 if rude or disrespectful behavior from a Maintenance Worker is encountered.

Land Use Committee

Airport Authority letter

A letter was sent to all Little Italy property owners regarding the pending decision of Airport Authority and its impact on Little Italy properties.

Airport update

Tom Fat updated the Board on the current status of the Airport Authority.

Barely on

A discussion took place regarding the signage for the Barely on bathing suit store.

Articles

The following articles were provided to the Board in the packet:

· Parking Meters – How they are viewed, should be driven by market

· Pension – retirement debt

· Pension – new projection on pension system deficit

· New York Times -  Why people are moving to downtowns

Other

Fr. Grancini informed the Board that there will be many priests in the Little Italy area from April 18-20.  

Next General Board meeting / Executive Session to follow   The next Board meeting will be held on Tuesday, May 2nd, 2006.  General Business first, with an Executive session to follow to consider the LIA Administration.

Motion to adjourn

Jen Rix moved to adjourn the April Board of Directors meeting.  Vito Altieri seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.

Rosie DeLuca took board minutes.

PAGE  
4

