Little Italy Association
Board of Directors Meeting

November 1, 2005 - 8:30 a.m.

Courtyard of the La Pensione Hotel

Present
Vito Altieri / Jim Barone / Jim Bassi / Pat Brunetto / Frank Busalacchi / Mario Cefalu / Tony Cefalu / Catherine Chester / Dino Cresci / Tom Di Zinno / Merrilee Ekstrom / Tom Fat / Steve Galasso / Kara Galasso-Garcia / Sal Giametta / Fr. Steve Grancini / Gregg Maslak / Mary Mitchell / Danny Moceri / Rita Monares / Ruben Padilla / Lou Palestini / Jen Shuttleton-Rix / Sandra Simmons / Frank Stiriti / Bill Stone / Tom Zolezzi

Excused Absence

Domenic Brunetto / Larry Kuntz / John McIff / Anthony Napoli 

Unexcused Absence

David Bark / Tony Gaussoin 

Guests

Nicole Haines, CCDC / Jason Farran, Supervisor Ron Roberts / Jonni Bailey, Ruff Haus Design / Danny Fitzgerald, Grubb Ellis-BRE / Regina Pitti, Publica Press Ltd / Pat Zaharopoulos, District 2 Candidate / Yana Shayne, Downtown News-Magazine / John Graham, SDPD / Nicole Pedone, SD City Attorney / Balli McDougle, SD Watercolor Society / Jean Silva, SD Watercolor Society / Paula Kwast, ArtWalk / Shirley Altieri, resident / Catt White, Serving SD Magazine

Staff

Marco Li Mandri, Rosie DeLuca, Chris Gomez

Minutes

The Chairman of the Board Steve Galasso called the meeting to order at 8:35 a.m.  Introductions were made.  The meeting was then turned over to the President Marco Li Mandri. Gregg Maslak moved to accept the October Board minutes.  Sandra Simmons seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.

COMMUNITY REPORTS

CCDC

Nicole Haines reported on the following projects:

· Phase II of India Street improvements

· Presto Shuttle

SDPD

Officer John Graham reported that Chris Ball has been appointed as the new Captain.

Washington Elementary

Gregg Maslak gave an update on Washington Elementary School.

County Supervisor Ron Robert’s office

Jason Farran reported that the new County Fire Prevention Helicopters have been successful in keeping recent San Diego fires under control.

DISTRICT UPDATES

Allegro Towers

Jim Barone reported that due to complaints from the Community, the red neon light that runs the length of the Allegro Towers at Kettner & Ash has been turned off by order of CCDC.  The property owners did not receive a proper permit for this type of “signage”.  Marco recommended this issue to be reviewed by the DISI Committee who would then act on behalf of the Board due to time constraints with Mr. Frye.  Tom Di Zinno moved to send this issue to the DISI Committee for review.  Gregg Maslak seconded the motion.  A brief discussion followed.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.

Council District 2 Newsletter

A copy of an e-newsletter from Council District 2 was included in the Board packet.  Council District 2 reiterates that they are still available to assist with City issues and inquiries.

Parking Management

Leslie Sennett, Parking Management Supervisor from the General Services Division, spoke to the Board about Little Italy issues and complaints directed to her attention.  Leslie also gave the Board clarification on parking issues and informed the Board that their job is to enforce State law, and that parking regulations are not discretionary.  Leslie provided the Board with contact information if needed:


Leslie’s e-mail:


Lsennett@sd.gov

Alena Cadena, Area Supervisor:
(619) 685-1419


Joe Arway, Area Supervisor:
(619) 685-1415


Abandoned Vehicle citizen line:
(858) 495-7856


Abandoned Vehicle Supervisor:
(858) 495-7829

Marco asked if the department could adopt the “Tie base goes to the runner” philosophy, and not to issue a ticket when the vehicle owner is present.

Downtown Parking Management Committee

While in office, former Councilmember Michael Zucchet formed the Downtown Parking Management Committee which currently meets once a month.  The next meeting will be held at 11:30 this Thursday, 11/3 at the CCDC office Ballpark Room.   

City Attorney’s office

Nicole Pedone from the Captains Advisory Committee in the City Attorney’s office  informed the Board that she is available to do a Board presentation to discuss problems with homeless, drugs, etc. and on any other existing program.  Marco asked Nicole to do a Board presentation in January.

COMMITTEE REPORTS
Organization Committee
OctoberTreasurer’s report

Lou Palestini reported on the Income & Expense for October 2005.  Merrilee Ekstrom moved to accept the Income & Expense report for October 2005.  Frank Stiriti seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor to approve the Income & Expense report.

ADA Community meeting

Marco reported that an ADA Community meeting took place on October 28th at the Little Italy office.  In attendance were two Attorneys, two Architects, one Contractor, and members of the Community.  A goal is to support the reintroduction of Senate Bill 855, which will alleviate businesses owners from incurring expenses from plaintiff damages if they comply with regulations or violations within an allowed grace-period.  Marco would like to set up a meeting with Assemblymember Lori Saldana and Senator Christine Kehoe so they can deal with the issue at the State level.  Bill Stone moved that Marco set up a meeting on the issue.  Jim Bassi seconded the motion.  A discussion followed.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.

Land Use Committee
CARB/Port District

Nicole Haines reported at the CCDC Special Board meeting on Wednesday, October 5th 2005 that the CCDC Board discussed the Port’s request for a 1,000-foot buffer zone.  The CCDC Board decided not to include a buffer within the Community Plan document, however the Port and CCDC staff will engage in further dialogue.

Downtown Community Plan update

Marco reported that the Downtown Community Plan is now complete.  Little Italy originally approved the Plan in concept.  Tom Fat stated, however, there is a 60’ height restriction on Pacific Highway that could be unattractive for that block.  Living units must receive neighborhood approval/authorization.

Re-creation of the Neighborhood Plan Task Force

Now that the updates to the Downtown Community Plan are complete, Marco is recommending the resurrection of the Focus Plan Task Force.  Gregg Maslak moved to resurrect the Focus Plan Task Force.  Frank Stiriti seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.

Airport Authority

Tom Fat updated the Board on the proposed Land Use restrictions imposed by the Airport Authority.  Since the Airport Authority Staff seems disconnected with the Commissioners, the Coalition has requested to meet with the Commissioners as they will take the final vote.  A workshop with the Commissioners will take place at the Sheraton on Wednesday, November 9th from 8:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.  Little Italy will do a presentation, but a show of force will also be critical.

Solar

At a recent City Council meeting, Solar Turbines objected to a residential development proposed across the street from their location.  CCDC did not take a stand on the issue.

DISI Committee

NBC Olympic opening ceremonies

NBC is proposing that Olympic Opening Ceremonies be held here in Little Italy on February 10, 2006.  Jen Shuttleton-Rix is the Task Force chair for this event.  The first meeting will be held on Monday, November 7th at 11:00 a.m. at the Little Italy office.

Corner Color solicitation

A letter was sent out to Little Italy property owners, soliciting support for the “Corner Color” Landscaping Program which will begin in a few weeks.  This program will add seasonal color to the corners of our streets through ornamental landscaping.  We are asking adjacent property owners to underwrite the cost of their corner, or another selected corner for a one-time $1,000 donation.  

Hanging Plants program

Hanging plants are being installed on Date Street light poles to soften the street.  LIA will maintain the plants.  The Association will put out 90 hanging baskets this year.

Public Space Task Force

The Public Space Task Force is currently working on the Little Italy Trolley stop, which is a great portal of entry to the area.  The Task Force will develop a conceptual design that will include color, tile and flowers.

Carnevale Task Force

Rita Monares is the chair of the Carnevale Task Force which will begin meeting in November.

TADD update

Merrilee Ekstrom reported that the next “Kettner Nights” event will be held on Friday, November 11th.  The TADD Board meeting will be held next week.

Natale Nights

Rita Monares reported that Natale Nights would promote Friday late night Little Italy shopping in December.  Posters will be designed and displayed in the windows of local retailers.

Festa

Mario asked why his business was blocked during the Festa by vendor booths.  Marco explained that the Festa Committee had decided that all Little Italy businesses that wanted their store access left open needed to pay the appropriate fee, consistent with other street fairs.  It was also discussed at a Board meeting, and a letter was distributed to all affected Little Italy businesses in September informing them of their right to reserve space at their storefront by purchasing a space

Holiday Tree lighting

The Little Italy tree lighting will take place on Saturday, December 3rd at the corner of India and Date Streets.

Next DISI meeting

The next DISI meeting will take place at 9:30 a.m. on Thursday, November 10 at the Little Italy office.

Next General Board meeting   The next Board meeting will be held on Tuesday, December 6th – Holiday meeting/Candidate debate.

Motion to adjourn

The Board voted unanimously in favor to adjourn the November Board meeting at 10:05 a.m.   Rosie DeLuca took board minutes.
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