Little Italy Association
Board of Directors Meeting

October 4, 2005 - 8:30 a.m.

Our Lady of the Rosary Parish Hall

Present
Vito Altieri / Jim Barone / Jim Bassi / Domenic Brunetto / Frank Busalacchi / Mario Cefalu / Tony Cefalu / Catherine Chester / Merrilee Ekstrom / Tom Fat / Steve Galasso / Kara Galasso-Garcia / Sal Giametta / Larry Kuntz / Gregg Maslak / John McIff / Mary Mitchell / Rita Monares / Anthony Napoli / Ruben Padilla / Lou Palestini / Sandra Simmons / Frank Stiriti / Bill Stone 

Excused Absence

Pat Brunetto / Dino Cresci / Tom Di Zinno / Tony Gaussoin / Fr. Steve Grancini / Danny Moceri / Jen Shuttleton-Rix / / Tom Zolezzi

Unexcused Absence

David Bark 

Guests

Jerome White, Serving San Diego / Shirley Altieri, resident / Karen Galasso, guest / Shawn Jensen, resident / Len Filomeo, resident / Nicole Haines, CCDC / Esther Finnigan, resident / Alicia Douglas, Airport Lounge / Duane Shinnick, Shinnick & Ryan / Sandi Cottrell, ArtWalk / Paula K, ArtWalk / Sari Hamerling, Assemblymember Lori Saldana’s office / John Graham, SDPD / Nicole Pedone, SD City Attorney

Staff

Marco Li Mandri, Rosie DeLuca, Chris Gomez

Minutes

The Treasurer Lou Palestini called the meeting to order at 8:37 a.m.  Introductions were made.  The meeting was then turned over to the President Marco Li Mandri. Sandra Simmons moved to accept the September Board minutes.  Gregg Maslak seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.

COMMUNITY REPORTS

CCDC

Nicole Haines reported on the following projects:

· Presto Shuttle is up and running

· Phase II of India Street Improvements

· Front & Cedar Signal light has been approved by CalTrans and the City and will be installed soon

· Fir Street Lights

· Port Buffer

Assemblymember Lori Saldana

Sari Hamerling reported that the Assembly is on Legislative recess and that they are doing a lot of district events.

City Attorney’s office

Frank Stiriti introduced Nicole Pedone on the Captains Advisory Committee in the City Attorney’s office.  Nicole informed the Board that she is available to do a Board presentation to discuss problems with homeless, drugs, etc. and on any other existing program.

SDPD

Officer John Graham our new community service officer introduced himself to the Board and there was a brief question and answer session.  It was reiterated to call the SDPD non-emergency line 619 531-2000 to report incidents so they can be logged into the system.  Call Officer Graham at the Balboa Storefront at 619 685-8206 to give/receive updates, not to report a crime in progress.

Washington Elementary School

Gregg Maslak reported on behalf of Washington Elementary School on the following projects:

· Slow Down Signs

· Safe Routes to school

· Chalk “La Strada”

DISTRICT UPDATES

Presto Shuttle

Marco thanked Nicole Haines from CCDC for organizing the Press Conference held on the Presto Shuttle.  The Presto Shuttle will run 11:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. Mon-Fri and is funded by Parking Meter revenues.

Amici Ball on September 24th
Lou Palestini reported on the Amici Ball held on September 24th.  There was a great turnout at the event, and Anthony Napoli gifted the “Mayor of Little Italy” title to Tommy Battaglia ; after paying $1,000 in an auction for the honorary title.

Prudential

Chris Gomez reported that Prudential has committed $4,500 each year to Little Italy serve as a Community Partner.  Prudential will hold Small Business seminars in October and November.

COMMITTEE REPORTS
Organization Committee
September Treasurer’s report

Lou Palestini reported on the Income & Expense for September 2005.  Gregg Maslak moved to accept the Income & Expense report for September 2005.  Frank Stiriti seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor to approve the Income & Expense report.

Assignment to Committees

To date, almost all Board members have been assigned to a Little Italy committee.

Debate of City Council District 2 Candidates, December meeting

Marco suggested that the Association host a CD2 Candidate debate at the December Board meeting.  Sal Giametta moved to hold a debate at the December meeting.  Sandra Simmons seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.

ADA Community meeting

An ADA Community meeting will be held on Friday, October 28th at 8:30 a.m. at San Diego National Bank.  All meeting attendees are asked to please walk down to the bank, as parking is limited.

Land Use Committee
Airport Authority, request from Councilman Young

Tom Fat reported that Councilman Tony Young would like to have a community meeting to get feedback on the Airport Authority guidelines.

Airport, Chamber meeting

A meeting regarding the Airport Authority will be held on Thursday, 10/6/05 at 3:45 pm at the Koll Center.  The areas impacted by the Airport Authority will need the opportunity to increase density to keep up with projected Downtown San Diego population growth.

DISI Committee

Festa Update

Chris Gomez updated the Board on the Festa.

Little Italy Olive Oil Co

Anthony Napoli reported that he will sit in a dunking tank at the Festa and that all raised monies from the dunking tank will go to the Association.  Anthony asked if the Little Italy Olive Oil could be an official souvenir of the Festa.  Ruben Padilla moved to accept Little Italy Olive Oil as an official souvenir of the Festa.  Vito Altieri seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.

NBC – Olympic opening ceremonies

NBC has approached the Association about holding live Olympic Opening Day Ceremonies media coverage here in Little Italy.  This event date will be Friday Feb 10th, 2006.

Corner Color solicitation

A letter was sent out to Little Italy property owners, soliciting support for the “Corner Color” Landscaping Program.  This program will add seasonal color to the corners of our streets through ornamental landscaping.  We are asking adjacent property owners to underwrite the cost of their corner, or another selected corner for a one-time $1,000 donation.  The Zolezzi family is the first donor.

Hanging Plants program

Hanging plants will be installed on Date Street light poles to soften the street.  LIA will maintain the plants.  The Association will put out 90 hanging baskets this year.

New Piazza Basilone contributors

Sam Marasco has contributed $5,000 towards the Piazza Basilone and there is another pending.

Opera Nights

The Association is currently looking for a $2,500 sponsor to underwrite Opera Nights or the event cannot take place.

Mercato

The Mercato Sabato (Saturday Market) is currently on hold.

Carnevale Task Force

Carnevale Task Force meetings will begin in November; Rita Monares is the Chair of the Task Force.

TADD

Merrilee Ekstrom reported that an open monthly TADD meeting would be held tonight at 6:15 pm.  The next event will take place on Friday, November 11th 2005.

Natale Nights

Rita Monares reported that Natale Nights would promote Friday late night Little Italy shopping in December.

Simply Italian

A Grand re-opening of Simply Italian will be held this Thursday.  Food, wine, and entertainment will be provided.

Next meeting

The next DISI Committee meeting will be held on Thursday, November 10th at 9:30 a.m.

Community Advisory Board

Alcohol Task Force Meeting

The Alcohol Task Force was established to look into the proliferation of Type 47 (Hard liquor) establishments in Little Italy.  The Task Force is looking into halting or discouraging future Type 47 licenses, as they are not compatible with the neighborhood.  ABC states that the process to intervene with an alcohol license is via CCDC and the CUP.  ABC won’t issue an alcohol license without a CUP.

Dog no-leash area

We are currently looking into establishing a dog no-leash area at Amici Park

Maintenance Assessment District

Steam Cleaning schedule

A regular Little Italy steam-cleaning schedule will come out right after the Festa.

Night crew
The phone number for the Little Italy night crew is 619 818-2548.  Please call if assistance is needed for escort or other evening needs.  The regular night crew schedule is Tues-Thurs 5:00-11:00 pm / Fri-Sun 5:00-12 midnight.

Articles in the news

Articles in the Board packet includes:

· Article on Pittsburgh Mural featuring pop art icon Andy Warhol and steel magnate Andrew Carnegie sitting side by side under dryers in a beauty salon

· Articles on cutting edge architecture in Europe and China

Next Board meeting   The next Board meeting in will be held on Tuesday, November 1st, 2005 at 8:30 a.m. 

Motion to adjourn

The Board voted unanimously in favor to adjourn the October Board meeting at 10:05 a.m.   Rosie DeLuca took board minutes.
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