Little Italy Association
Board of Directors Meeting

September 13th, 2005 - 8:30 a.m.

Our Lady of the Rosary Parish Hall

Present
Vito Altieri / David Bark / Jim Bassi / Domenic Brunetto / Pat Brunetto / Catherine Chester /Mario Cefalu / Tony Cefalu / Jennifer Morrison for Dino Cresci /Tom Di Zinno / Merilee Ekstrom / Tom Fat / Steve Galasso / Kara Galasso Garcia / Tony Gaussoin / Sal Giametta / Fr. Steve Grancini / Larry Kuntz / Gregg Maslak / John McIff / Mary Mitchell / Anthony Napoli / Ruben Padilla / Lou Palestini / Jen Shuttleton / Sandra Simmons / Frank Stiriti / Bill Stone / 

Excused Absence

Danny Moceri / Tom Zolezzi
Unexcused Absence

Jim Barone / Frank Busalacchi / Rita Monares 

Guests

Dee Desiderio, MDD / Rocky K Copley, Law Office of Rocky K Copley / Phyllis Dorfman, Chalk La Strada / Jim Parker, It’s A Grind / Dominic Dugo, SD DA’s office / Esther Finnigan, resident / Tess Brown, Chi Chocolat / Dennis Arioca, Chi Chocolat / Jesse Navarro, SD DA’s office / Alicia Douglas, Airport Lounge / Manny Delgado, CD2 / Yana Shayne, Downtown News-Magazine / Nicole Haines, CCDC / Catt White, Serving SD Magazine & Rest. Showroom / Mark Haines, 7-Eleven / Joe Kocurek, Assemblymember Lori Saldana’s office / Duane Shinnick, Shinnick & Ryan / Jason Farran, Supervisor Ron Robert’s office 

Staff

Marco Li Mandri, Rosie DeLuca, Chris Gomez

Minutes

The Chairman of the Board Steve Galasso called the meeting to order at 8:33 a.m.  Introductions were made.  The meeting was then turned over to the President Marco Li Mandri. Gregg Maslak moved to accept the July Board minutes.  Dino Cresci seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.

COMMUNITY REPORTS

CCDC

Nicole Haines reported on the following projects:

· Phase II of India Street improvements

· Little Italy Presto!  Shuttle will operate in October Monday-Friday from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.  25 cents one way.

Marco mentioned a Phase II issue that took place on the previous day where a Little Italy business had a disruption in their water service.  Manny Delgado from CD2 office had issue resolved by the same evening.

Assemblymember Lori Saldana’s office

Joe Kocurek from Lori Saldana’s office thanked Little Italy residents and businessowers for helping out in yesterday’s curbside fundraiser where they raised approximately $6000 for the victims of hurricane Katrina.  Joe also had two announcements:

· Coastal Cleanup day will take place on September 17th from 9 am – noon.

· Car Seat Safety day will be held on September 24th
SDPD

Officer Bill from SDBD informed the board of several break-ins that have taken place in the Little Italy district.  The thieves have been targeting businesses with large screen & plasma screen televisions.

Washington Elementary

Gregg Maslak informed the board of the lemonade stands that were put up over the weekend to collect money for hurricane victims.

County Supervisor Ron Robert’s office

Jason Farran informed the Board of the following:

· Supervisor Roberts has allocated $9,000 to the Association for canopies and Festa equipment

· Supervisor Roberts has allocated $6,000 to the Association for the Italian-American baseball banners

· County has recently purchased (3) Fire Helicopters

· New #211 phone service

DISTRICT UPDATES

· Jen Shuttleton announced that her business It’s A Grind has been sold to Jim Parker who previously owned the It’s A Grind in the downtown area.
· Mario Cefalu inquired about fixing the potholes on Date Street at India.
· New owners of Chi Chocolat Tess Brown & Dennis Ariola introduced themselves to the board.
· Stop signs installed and denied
· Angled parking to be installed along the west side of Kettner Blvd.
· Presto! Shuttle press conference will take place on 9/29 in the a.m. in front of Trattoria Fantastica & Mimmo’s
· Amici Ball on Sept 24th
· Ward Building parking structure open to the public on weekends
Prudential presentation

Jim Hitson from Prudential Financial Services thanked the Board for allowing them to be a part of the Association and informed the Board of the types of financial services that Prudential can provide.  Jim introduced an attorney Rocky Copley who spoke about the current rash of ADA related lawsuits being filed against Little Italy businesses and gave some background on the law.  Jim then introduced Michael Minney, a general agent for Colonial Supplemental Insurance who explained the types of services that his company can provide to Little Italy businesses.

COMMITTEE REPORTS
Organization Committee
July Treasurer’s report

Lou Palestini reported on the Income & Expense for July 2005.  Jen Shuttleton moved to accept the Income & Expense report for July 2005.  Merilee Ekstrom seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor to approve the Income & Expense report for July 2005.

August Treasurer’s report

Lou Palestini reported on the Income & Expense for August 2005.  Gregg Maslak moved to accept the Income & Expense report for August 2005.  Merilee Ekstrom seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor to approve the Income & Expense report for August 2005.

Organization Committee minutes

The following items were discussed at the Org Committee meeting that took place on Thursday, September 1st:

· Based upon the net income from the Annual Dinner, the Org Committee is recommending that $500 be donated to Our Lady of the Rosary Church for use of the hall and facility

· In light of the recent rash of ADA lawsuits in Little Italy, Marco will try to get a team of experts, including someone from Bonnie Dumanis’ office to attend the Board meeting

· The Committee is recommending that the December Board meeting be held at San Diego National Bank and be a minimal business meeting/holiday party

Assignment to Committees

Marco reminded all Board members that it is their responsibility to sit on at least one Committee.

CCAC letter on Bruce Getz

CCAC wrote a letter to SDPD Chief Lansdowne requesting that there be no net loss in the number of Community Liaisons who link the SDPD to residents and businesspeople, specifically Bruce Getz who has been reassigned to patrol.

Maslak appreciation letter

A letter of appreciation was written by Amy Pasko, PTO President from Washington Elementary school thanking Gregg Maslak for his support, participation, and contributions to the PTO (Parent Teacher Organization).

Global Village Parking Communication

The Board was provided with copies of letters written to Traffic Engineering requesting the east side of India St between Ash and Beech Streets diagonal parking.

Land Use Committee

Alsco Article

The SD Daily Transcript wrote that the residential housing demands are pressuring Alsco to sell its property and relocate as CCDC has been approached with a plan for turning the city block on Kettner into a series of shops, restaurants and housing.

Retail space in Little Italy

The SD Daily Transcript wrote that Little Italy saw the addition of just 24,600 sq ft of new retail space since June of 2004.

Disabled lawsuits

Several Little Italy businesses have been sued for ADA non-compliance.  The letter served requires businessowners to fix specified problems and to pay an out-of-court settlement fee, usually around $6,000.  Phone numbers to call for assistance:






Robert Novick am Able Inc (619) 262-2532






Jeff Fischvogt, AIA & Assoc (858) 271-7851

Dominic Dugo/SD DA’s office

Dominic Dugo from the DA’s office spoke to the Board about the ADA lawsuits.  He informed the board that although unfortunate, the California law provides for these types of lawsuits.  Two ways to alleviate the problem would be:

· Work on law to change legislation
· Hire an attorney to challenge the lawsuit 
Port District, decision on buffer zones

A proposal by the Port of San Diego to create a 1,000-foot buffer between industrial and residential uses was approved in concept on a 6-0 vote.

Airport Authority letter

The Board was provided with a copy of a letter written to the Association in response to comments on the Draft 2005 Airport Land Use Compatibility Plan.

DISI Committee

Festa Update

Chalk La Strada will take place on Saturday & Sunday, October 8-9, and the Festa will take place on Sunday, October 9th from 10 – 6.  

NBC Olympic Opening Ceremonies

NBC would like to hold Olympic Opening Day Ceremonies here in Little Italy on February 10, 2006.  Sal Giametta moved to approve the concept.  Bill Stone seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.

Annual Dinner Income & Expense

The Board was provided with a copy of the 2005 Annual Dinner Income & Expense report.  

Donation to OLR

The Org Committee has recommended that the Association donate $500 to Our Lady of the Rosary for the use of the hall for the Annual Dinner. This donation will be paid out of the proceeds of the Annual Dinner.  Vito Altieri moved to donate $500 to OLR.  Steve Galasso seconded the motion.  The Board voted almost unanimously in favor.  Fr. Steve Grancini abstained.

Italian Motorsport Show Income & Expense

The Board was provided with a copy of the 2005 Italian Motorsport Show & Expense report.

Kettner Nights  

Merilee Ekstrom reported that the Kettner Nights event last Friday was a great success with over 3,000 in attendance.

KADD to TADD

Merilee Ekstrom reported that the KADD (Kettner Art & Design District) has expanded to businesses outside of Kettner Blvd, so the organization name has been changed to TADD (The Art & Design District) to accommodate these new businesses.

Phase II letter

A copy of a Phase II information letter was provided to the Board in the packet.

Stickball Tournament

Tom Di Zinno reported that this years Stickball Tournament was a great event with a good turnout.  

Opera Nights

The Association is looking for sponsors to underwrite the Opera Nights in Little Italy.

Simply Italian in the news

The SD Business Journal wrote a spotlight on Simply Italian.

UIAA

By suggestion of Mario Cefalu, The UIAA (United Italian American Association) is working on adding street names to existing streets.

Natale Nights

Rita Monares is working on a series of holiday events, the event will be named “Natale Nights”.

Mercato postponement

All work on the Mercato event has been postponed until after the Festa.

Next meeting

The next meeting of the DISI Committee will take place on Thursday, September 29th at 9:30 a.m. at the Little Italy office.

Community Advisory Board

Alcohol railings update

In the past, permanent Alcohol railings have been installed outside of establishments that serve alcohol.  Research has found that a permanent railing is not a requirement, but the ABC does require some type of delineation between the area where the alcohol is being consumed and the public right-of-way.  We will encourage businesses to use temporary barriers ie: planters, moveable railings, etc.

Crudo CUP recommendations

On September 1, 2005, the Little Italy CAB met to discuss Crudo, a new Busalacchi restaurant proposed for India Street.  The CAB recommends that the Association endorse the project with conditions.  Gregg Maslak moved that the Association write a letter to CCDC in support of the new restaurant.  Anthony Napoli seconded the motion.  A brief discussion took place.  The Board voted almost unanimously in favor.  Tom Di Zinno abstained.

Dog no-leash area

The Association is currently working on a dog no-leash area.

Alcohol Task Force

A meeting will take place this week.

Maintenance Assessment District

Jack Naliboff as designated rep of new property owner

The Property Owners committee recommends Jack Naliboff as Chairman to the Committee.  Tom Di Zinno moved to have Jack Naliboff continue to serve as Committee chair.  Jim Bassi seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.

Other items reviewed

· Steam cleaning schedule to be implemented
· Night crew
· Report on pick-up
· Piazza upgrade
· Corner pots – looking for sponsors
· Hanging plants/Mercato
Land Use Committee

Airport Authority

Tom Fat gave an update the Airport Authority.  The Chamber Coalition is challenging the Airport Authority on its proposed guidelines.  Sal Giametta moved to appoint Tom Fat as a representative to the Chamber to the Little Italy Association.  Tony Gaussoin seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.  Tony Gaussoin informed Tom Fat that he would like to help out and work with Tom on this matter.

Next Board meeting   The next Board meeting in will be held on October 4, 2005 at 8:30 a.m. 

Motion to adjourn

Jen Shuttleton moved to adjourn the Sept. Board meeting.  Anthony Napoli seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor to adjourn the Board meeting at 10:05 a.m.   Rosie DeLuca took board minutes.
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