Little Italy Association
Board of Directors Meeting

July 12th, 2005 - 8:30 a.m.

Our Lady of the Rosary Parish Hall

Present
Vito Altieri / Jim Bassi / Domenic Brunetto / Pat Brunetto / Frank Busalacchi / Mario Cefalu / Tony Cefalu / Dino Cresci /Tom Di Zinno / Merilee Ekstrom / Tom Fat / Steve Galasso / Sal Giametta / Fr. Steve Grancini / Larry Kuntz / Gregg Maslak / John McIff / Danny Moceri / Rita Monares / Ruben Padilla / Lou Palestini / Jen Shuttleton / Sandra Simmons / Bill Stone / 

Excused Absence

David Bark / Jim Barone / Kara Galasso-Garcia / Tony Gaussoin / Mary Mitchell / Frank Stiriti / Tom Zolezzi
Unexcused Absence

Catherine Chester / Anthony Napoli 

Guests

Candice Marie Bickett, American Red Cross / Valli McDougle, SD Watercolor Society / Jean Silva, SD Watercolor Society / Catt White, Serving SD / Nicole Haines, CCDC / Stan Jeffress, City Book / Christian P, Vivace Wear / Sandi Cottrell, ArtWalk / Twyla Cecil, Cecil’s House of Photography / Sari Hamerling, Assemblymember Lori Saldana’s office / Shirley Altieri, resident / Doug V, Union Tribune / Dan McCarron, Union Tribune / Myke Shelby, Candidate for Mayor / John Gordon, Shelby for Mayor / Nancy Nichols, The Waterfront / Umberto Falcone, resident / Alicia Douglas, Airport Lounge / Yana Shayne, Downtown News / Robin Burnett, XL Staffing & Security

Staff

Marco Li Mandri, Rosie DeLuca, Chris Gomez

Minutes

The President Steve Galasso called the meeting to order at 8:35 a.m.  Introductions were made.  Steve passed out copies of the LIA Committee flow chart and reminded all Board members that it is their duty to sit on at least one LIA Committee.  The meeting was then turned over to the President Marco Li Mandri. Fr. Steve Grancini moved to accept the June Board minutes.  Vito Altieri seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.

COMMUNITY REPORTS

CCDC

Nicole Haines reported on the following projects:

· Phase II of India Street improvements

· Fir Street Lighting

Assemblymember Lori Saldana’s office

Sari Hamerling updated the Board on projects that Assemblymember Saldana is currently working on.

SDPD

The Association has been assigned a new Community Services officer, John Graham.  Officer Graham is expected to attend the next Little Italy Board meeting.

Washington Elementary

Gregg Maslak reported on the “Safe Routes to School” project.

DISTRICT UPDATES

· Doug and Dan from the SD UT Public Relations and Marketing Dept stated that they would like to become more involved with the Association.

· Sandra Simmons from Viva-City introduced her new sales rep Sam Jeffries

· Candice from the American Red Cross informed the Board that they will be holding a blood drive in the district on Sept 20th

Presentation by Mayoral Candidate Mike Shelby

Myke Shelby, a Little Italy BID member, introduced himself to the Board and gave a brief background of why he is running for mayor and what his priorities as Mayor will be.

COMMITTEE REPORTS
Organization Committee
June Treasurer’s report (year end report)

Lou Palestini reported on the Income & Expense for June 2005.  Tom Di Zinno moved to accept the Income & Expense report for June 2005.  Frank Busalacchi seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor to approve the year-end Income & Expense report for June 2005.

FY06 Proposed Budget

Lou Palestini reviewed the proposed budget for FY 2006.  Sandra Simmons moved to approve the proposed budget.  Dan Moceri seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor to approve the FY 2006 proposed budget.

Annual Dinner July 14th 2005

The Little Italy Annual Dinner will be held this year on Thursday, July 14th, 2005.  The Association has requested donations for food, silent auction items, and cash donations.  Everyone was asked to contact the Little Italy office if able to participate.

Board Meeting in August

The Org Committee recommends skipping the August Board meeting and will consider having a Board luncheon in its place.  Bill Stone moved to skip the August Board meeting.  Gregg Maslak seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.

Meeting in September

The first Tuesday in September falls after the Labor Day holiday, so the Org Committee recommends holding the September Board meeting on Tuesday, September 13th, 2005.  Merilee Ekstrom moved to hold the September Board meeting on September 13th.  Jen Shuttleton seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.

Downtown Shuttle Committee

Councilmember Michael Zucchet formed a committee to investigate a Downtown Shuttle program.  We will be updated as progress is made.

City Lighting proposal

The City charges Little Italy Association for Street Lighting and maintenance, yet they do not maintain the lights.  LIA has proposed to the City that we maintain our own Street Lights.  Please call the Association directly to report any outages or broken lights.

MTS Response letter

A copy of a letter to the Association written by MTS regarding Little Italy Bus Stops was provided in the Board packet.

CCDC Little Italy Shuttle RFP

CCDC has put out an RFP (Request for Proposal) for a Little Italy passenger shuttle service.  The shuttle will provide continuous service M-F between 11:00am-2:00pm to the core area of Little Italy, as well as to the proposed Mercato Sabato and from the Thursday event at the Santa Fe Rail Station.  If the shuttle service is implemented, there will be a mass marketing campaign to promote ridership.

Chamber Library position

In light of the current fiscal crisis, The SD Regional Chamber of Commerce will not take a position on the construction of the new main library until certain components of the project have been reviewed and it has been determined that the new library will not negatively impact the city.

Rite-Aid CUP

The Board was provided with a copy of the CUP for the Rite Aid proposed for 1401 Kettner Blvd.

Sogno Divino CUP

The Board was provided with a copy of the CUP for Sogno Divino Restaurant to be located at 1607 India St.

Presentation by Mayoral Candidate Steve Francis

Steve Francis introduced himself to the Board and gave a brief background of why he is running for mayor and what his priorities as Mayor will be.

DISI Committee

Italian Car Show

Rita Monares reported on the upcoming Italian Motorsport Show, which will take place on Saturday, July 23rd, 2005.  Two major sponsors of the event are Symbolic and Ferrari of San Diego, but donations are still being accepted.  At least 75-80 exotic cars will be displayed and there has been a great response to date.

Kettner Nights

Merilee Ekstrom reported that new businesses have been added to the Kettner Nights event so it will be expanding beyond Kettner Blvd.  The next event will be held on Friday, July 15th, from 6:00pm-9:00pm.  All are encouraged to attend.

KADD Brochures

A map of the Kettner Nights event with participating retailers will be produced for the event.

Stickball Tournament

Tom Di Zinno reported that this year’s Labor Day Stickball Tournament will be held here in Little Italy.  It is $500 to sponsor a team, please contact the Little Italy office if you are interested.

Minutes – June 16th meeting

Discussions held and recommendations made to the Board on the following topics:

· Community News Board

· Contractor for Improvements, sidewalks, lights, public art

· Gateway Signs

· Piazza name locations

· Baseball Banners

· Trash receptacles

· Roberts Grant

· Sinatra event

· CCDC Shuttle

· Creation of new Public Space Task Force

· View of new planters

· Fir Street shops, KADD, street spanning banner

· KADD link on website

· David Linton’s donation to Little Italy

· Car show update

· Stickball tournament fundraising

· Mercato Sabato update

· DISI Budget

Minutes – July 7th meeting

Discussions held and recommendations made to the Board on the following topics:

· Updates on Community News Board, Phase II Groundbreaking, Baseball banners, trash receptacles

· CCDC Shuttle

· Public Space Task Force

· Fir Street Shops, KADD, street spanning banner – review of model

· Task Force between KADD and Little Italy Community Partners

· Car show update

· Annual dinner

· Mercato Sabato Update – review of budget

· DISI Budget

Mercato Budget

The proposed start date for the Mercato Sabato is Saturday, September 10th.  Jim Bassi has been chosen as Chair for the Mercato Committee and Ron LaChance will be the event coordinator.  The DISI Committee has approved an initial budget for the event.

Baseball Banner program 

Supervisor Ron Roberts will be funding the Italian-American Baseball Players baseball banners.

Little Italy Project Review Committee
Caster Project/Shinoda Design

Caster Public Storage, proposed for a full block on Pacific Highway, California, Ivy and Juniper Streets was presented to the Project Review Committee.

Community Advisory Board

Ward Building agreement

The Association has been working with Ace Parking to obtain more parking for Little Italy.  We are pleased to announce that over 400 parking spaces will now be available for weekend use for a nominal cost, at the 610 W Ash Building located at the corner of India and Ash.  The Association will investigate promotion of the program.

Land Use Committee
Porto D’Italia sale

Porto D’Italia sold for $52 million and will be converted to condos.

Supreme Court Eminent Domain decision

In June the Supreme Court voted to uphold eminent domain, but states will have the right to regulate.

Diamond District/concept

The Diamond District in San Diego was promoted nationally in an article stating that the area used retail to revive their neighborhood.

Presentation by Mayoral Candidate Jerry Sanders

Jerry Sanders introduced himself to the Board and gave a brief background of why he is running for mayor and what his priorities as Mayor will be.

Next Board meeting   The next Board meeting in will be held on September 13th, 2005 at 8:30 a.m. 

Motion to adjourn

Jen Shuttleton moved to adjourn the July Board meeting.  Gregg Maslak seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor to adjourn the Board meeting at 10:05 a.m.   Rosie DeLuca took board minutes.
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