Little Italy Association
Board of Directors Meeting

June 7th, 2005 - 8:30 a.m.

Our Lady of the Rosary Parish Hall

Present
Vito Altieri / David Bark / Jim Barone / Jim Bassi / Domenic Brunetto / Pat Brunetto / Frank Busalacchi / Mario Cefalu / Tony Cefalu / Jennifer Morrison for Dino Cresci /Tom Di Zinno / Merilee Ekstrom / Tom Fat / Tony Gaussoin / Sal Giametta / Fr. Steve Grancini / Larry Kuntz / Gregg Maslak / John McIff / Mary Mitchell / Danny Moceri / Rita Monares / Ruben Padilla / Lou Palestini / Jen Shuttleton / Sandra Simmons / Frank Stiriti / Bill Stone / Tom Zolezzi

Excused Absence

Catherine Chester / Steve Galasso / Kara Galasso-Garcia / Anthony Napoli 
Unexcused Absence

Guests

Valli McDougle, SD Watercolor Society / Rosalie LoCoco, resident / Alicia Douglas, Airport Lounge / Nick Borrelli, SDPD / Wade Kelly, SDPD / Mark Haines, 7-Eleven / Jean Silva, SD Watercolor Society / Steve Gensler, The Gensler Group / Dennis Gordon, Prudential Financial / Jim Hitson, Prudential Financial / Shawn Jensen, Prudential Financial / Gregory Scafidi, Sal D’Acquisto R.E. / Bruce Getz, SDPD / Lloyd Russell, CCAC / Catt White, Serving SD – Rest Showroom / Sari Hamerling, Assemblymember Saldana / Danny Fitzgerald, Grubb & Ellis-BRE / Jason Farran, Supervisor Roberts / Chad Clinic, The Waterfront / Ted Pryzbylek, AME / Nicole Haines, CCDC / Sandi Cottrell, ArtWalk / Jon Sherry, Marriott-Hawthorn Place / Stephanie McIntyre, ArtWalk 

Staff

Marco Li Mandri, Rosie DeLuca, Chris Gomez

Minutes

The Vice President Dan Moceri called the meeting to order at 8:32 a.m.  Introductions were made.  The meeting was then turned over to the President Marco Li Mandri. Gregg Maslak moved to accept the May Board minutes.  Frank Stiriti seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.

COMMUNITY REPORTS

CCDC

Nicole Haines reported on the following projects:

· Phase II of India Street improvements

· Kettner Street lighting

· Off-street lighting

· Washington Elementary

· Litter Receptacles – will arrive in two weeks

· Airport Lounge – CUP has been granted a 90-day extension

Assemblymember Lori Saldana’s office

Sari Hamerling reported that there will be a Town Hall meeting on Identity Theft held this Thursday, June 9th in Clairemont.

SDPD

Bruce Getz reported on the current activity in Little Italy.

Washington Elementary

Gregg Maslak reported on the proposed Traffic Calming project.

Watercolor Society

Valli McDougal from the Watercolor Society reported that they are featuring an artist Frank Francese and are currently trying to raise funds to give him more exposure.

ConVis

Sal Giametta reported that ConVis will be taking over the Di Zinno building on July 9th.

DISTRICT UPDATES

· Lights on Fir – Marco thanked CCDC for the funding and installation of new street lights on Fir Street
· Mayors Race – Marco advised all to be very aware of the Mayoral candidates and how supportive they are of the Downtown San Diego area
Prudential Update

Dennis Gordon from Prudential Financial Services introduced new reps to the Little Italy area Jim Hitson and Shawn Jensen to the Board.  Prudential will be holding a luncheon on “Asset Protection” on June 22-23rd from 11:30 to 1:30 at the Red Lion Hotel.  Other venues are also available.

Kettner Nights

Merilee Ekstrom reported that the Kettner Nights event held on June 3rd was a great success.

Report from Nominations Committee

· Recommendation on 1 vacant business owner seat:

1. Pat Brunetto / ALSCO

Jen Shuttleton moved to elect Pat Brunetto to the vacant business owner seat.  Gregg Maslak seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.

· Recommendation on 4 vacant property owner seats:

1. Dino Cresci

2. Domenic Brunetto

3. John Mc Iff

4. Tony Gaussoin

Vito Altieri moved to elect these four property owners to the vacant property owner seats.  Tony Cefalu seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.  It was noted that Jennifer Morrison can sit on the Board and vote on behalf of Dino Cresci.  It was also noted that Stefano Brunetto can sit on the Board and vote on behalf of Domenic Brunetto.

Election of officers for the coming year

Frank Stiriti moved to re-elect the following officers to the Board:

· Steve Galasso – Chairman of the Board

· Dan Moceri – Vice President

· Lou Palestini – Treasurer

· Tom Di Zinno – Secretary

Pat Brunetto seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.

Reiteration of Board member expectations

Tom Di Zinno reiterated the following Board member expectations:

· Attend all Board of Director meetings

· Sit on a working committee 

· Support the policies, positions, projects and mission of the Little Italy Association

· Have paid-in-full BID or EMAD fees

· Have a completed application on file with the Little Italy office

Marco reminded the Board that Board policy states that if a Board member has (3) unexcused absences they will be automatically removed from the Board.

COMMITTEE REPORTS
Organization Committee
May Treasurer’s report

Lou Palestini reported on the Income & Expense for May 2005.  Gregg Maslak moved to accept the Income & Expense report for May 2005.  Jen Shuttleton seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor to approve the Income & Expense report for May 2005.

Meeting in July

Marco asked the Board for its input on the date for the upcoming July Board meeting – July 5th (right after the holiday weekend), or the following week on July 12th.  After a brief discussion, Tom Fat moved to have the July Board meeting held on July 12th, 2005.  Gregg Maslak seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.

Charles Kindred attending Board meeting

Charles Kindred from City of San Diego Parkway Services will try to attend a Little Italy Board meeting within the next few months.

Annual Dinner

This years Little Italy Annual Dinner will be held on Thursday, July 14th 2005 and will feature great food from local restaurants, a wine tasting, silent auction, and a brief presentation including some local officials.  The cost is $15 per person and all are welcome to attend.  Call the Little Italy office to RSVP.

CDBG Allocations for upcoming fiscal year

The Little Italy area is no longer eligible for CDBG funds, as it is no longer considered blighted.  Washington Elementary School is eligible for these funds, but Little Italy did not receive any requested CDBG allocations for this fiscal year to go towards the school.

Resignation of ED Director, Hank Cunningham

A copy of the resignation letter from Hank Cunningham, Economic Development Director from the City of San Diego, was provided in the Board packet.

Letter to San Diego Transit on moving bus stops

A copy of a letter written to San Diego Transit on moving bus stops was provided in the Board packet.

W Hotel request to be added to walking map 

The W Hotel has expressed an interest in being added to the Little Italy walking map and are willing to pay a $600 fee to be added.  Merilee Ekstrom moved to accept the $600 donation from the W Hotel and to add them to the Little Italy walking map.  Tom Di Zinno seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.

Recommendation on CCDC seats, letter of support for Joyce Summer and Gina Champion-Cain

The Organization Committee recommends that the Association write letters in support of Joyce Summer and Gina Champion-Cain for the CCDC Board.  Sandra Simmons moved to have the letter written to CCDC.  Jim Barone seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.

CCDC Parking Meter Revenues proposal

Using both Parking Meter funds and current funds available in the CCDC budget, CCDC has a proposal to investigate the following solutions to the parking problem in Little Italy:

· Passenger Shuttle

· Wayfinding Signage

· Open the Doors to privately owned parking garages

· Community Valet

· Maximize on-street parking

· Parking Structure

ACE Parking and Ward Building

Marco informed the Board that he is currently working on a proposal with ACE Parking and the Ward Building to open up their parking structure for public use after office hours.  

Presentation by the Honorable District Attorney Bonnie Dumanis

District Attorney Bonnie Dumanis (new resident to Little Italy) spoke with the Board and gave an update on what they are currently working on in the DA’s office.

DISI Committee

Next Meeting, setting of budget for next fiscal year

The new FY06 DISI budget will be set at the next meeting.

Italian Car Show

An Italian Car Show will take place here in Little Italy on Saturday, July 23rd from 11:00 – 4:00.  There will be a display of fine Italian cars, as well as a celebration of Italian life styles.

Funding for Gateway Signs

A letter was written to Peter Hall from CCDC to inquire about the possibility of funding three Little Italy “ Gateway” Signs, as well as two freeway signs designating Little Italy as a cultural district.

Mainly Mozart

Bill Stone reported on a year-long celebration of Mozart’s 250th birthday which will kick-off in January of 2006 and continue throughout the year. Mainly Mozart would like to use Little Italy for a venue, but no funding has been requested.

Replanting of Piazza

We will begin replanting the Piazza next month. Carla Bassi will be working as a consultant to beautify the Piazza. She will be paid from EMAD revenues.

Land Use Committee
Public Storage letter

A copy of a letter written to Councilman Michael Zucchet regarding the Boards vote to place a moratorium on Public Storage facilities in the district was provided in the packet.

Airport Lounge

Marco reiterated that the main issue of the Airport Lounge is its adherence to the CUP.

Community Advisory Board

Alcohol Task Force Meeting

The Alcohol Task force was formed to review possible conditions for new alcohol licenses in Little Italy.  The process will begin at the Alcohol Task force, to Community Advisory Board, to the Board.

Little Italy Project Review Committee

Projects Reviewed

· Metro VW Site, 247 proposed units

· Kettner & Fir, Public space with water feature

· Holiday Tree on side of Grape Street

Tom Fat recommended that we write a letter of support of CCDC and City Council on the Metro VW Site.  Frank Stiriti seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.

Housing in Downtown

A copy of an article which appeared in the SDUT regarding housing in Downtown was provided in the board packet.

Public space at Federal Building

Public spaces in Downtown San Diego are poorly planned.  A photo of the public plaza for the proposed courthouse was provided in the board packet.  

Next Board meeting   The next Board meeting in will be held on July 12th, 2005 at 8:30 a.m. 

Motion to adjourn

Jen Shuttleton moved to adjourn the June Board meeting.  Dan Moceri seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor to adjourn the Board meeting at 10:05 a.m.   Rosie DeLuca took board minutes.
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