Little Italy Association
Board of Directors Meeting

May 3, 2005 - 8:30 a.m.

Our Lady of the Rosary Parish Hall

Present

Vito Altieri / David Bark / Jim Barone / Jim Bassi / Domenic Brunetto / Pat Brunetto / Frank Busalacchi / Mario Cefalu / Tony Cefalu / /Tom Di Zinno / Tom Fat / Steve Galasso / Kara Galasso-Garcia / Tony Gaussoin / Fr. Steve Grancini / Larry Kuntz / Gregg Maslak / Mary Mitchell / Rita Monares / Anthony Napoli / Fred Oliver / Ruben Padilla / Lou Palestini / Jen Shuttleton / Frank Stiriti / Bill Stone / Tom Zolezzi

Excused Absence

Catherine Chester / Danny Moceri 

Unexcused Absence

Dino Cresci / Sal Giametta / John McIff / Daniel Pond 

Guests

Nicole Haines, CCDC / Carla Bassi, Ché Bella / Adriana Genna, L’Italo Americano / Sari Hamerling, Assemblymember Saldana’s office / Jesse Navarro, District Attorney’s office / Bruce Getz, SDPD / Sandra Simmons, Viva-city / Merrilee Ekstrom, Vetro / Sandi Cottrell ArtWalk / Valli McDougle, SD Watercolor Society / Catt White, Serving SD Magazine, Rest Showroom / Sal D’Acquisto, Sal D’Acquisto Real Estate / Gregory Scafidi, Sal D’Acquisto Real Estate / Anette Farrell, Airport Lounge / Alicia Douglas, Airport Lounge / Krista Lombardi, Real Estate / Lew Steinberg, Voyage Restaurant / Jean Silva, SD Watercolor Society / Mark Haines, 7-Eleven / Stephanie McIntyre, ArtWalk / Shirley Altieri, resident

Staff

Marco Li Mandri, Rosie DeLuca, Chris Gomez

Minutes

The Chairman of the Board Steve Galasso called the meeting to order at 8:34 a.m.  Introductions were made.  The meeting was then turned over to the President Marco Li Mandri. Gregg Maslak moved to accept the April Board minutes.  Tom Di Zinno seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.

COMMUNITY REPORTS

CCDC

Nicole Haines reported on the following projects:

· Phase II of India Street improvements

· Kettner Street lighting

· Off-street lighting

· State & Elm Street project

· Litter Receptacles – in next month

Assemblymember Lori Saldana’s office

Sari Hamerling from Assemblymember Lori Saldana’s office introduced herself to the Board.

Washington Elementary School

Gregg Maslak reported on the current events taking place at Washington Elementary School.

DISTRICT UPDATES

Introduction of new businesses, property owners or residents

· Adriana Genna from L’Italo Americano introduced herself to the Board and took a group photo.
Political changes is San Diego and its impact on the community

Marco spoke about political issues taking place within City Government and passed out articles to the Board.  Topics discussed:

· Pension increase is a violation of Section 99 of City Charter

· Article in SD Union Tribune stating that Mayor’s inaction let crisis fester

· Article in SD Union Tribune which stated that the City misrepresented filings connected to the offerings that the pension fund had about 97% of the assets needed to pay for future liabilities when in fact the ratio had fallen below 90%.

· An article which provided an Overview of City Revenue Sources was provided in the Board packet

Mayor of San Francisco toured Little Italy

Marco gave Gavin Newsom, the Mayor of San Francisco, a tour of the Little Italy district.

SDPD

Bruce Getz updated the Board on current activity in the Little Italy district.

Report from Nominations Committee

Tom Di Zinno reviewed the Association’s bylaws and reiterated the importance of adhering to previously established guidelines for candidates and incumbents to be eligible for a Board seat.  The following are the results of review of the applications of candidates/nominees:

· Recommendation on 7 of 8 business owner seats:

1. Larry Kuntz, Nelson Photo

2. Ruben Padilla, Mexican American Insurance

3. Steven Galasso, Caffe Italia

4. Jim Bassi, Ché Bella

5. Frank Busalacchi, Trattoria Fantastica, Café Zucchero

6. Rita Monares, Interior Architecture, Disegno Italiano

7. Merrilee Edstrom, Vetro Collections

The other available business owner board seat to be filled next month.  Tony Cefalu moved to elect the slate of business owners to the Board.  Tom Fat seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.

· Recommendation on 6 of 10 property owner seats:

1. Jim Barone, 710 W Ivy St

2. Tom Fat, 2137 Pacific Highway

3. Mary Mitchell, 1501 India St #214

4. Tom Zolezzi, 1665 India St

5. Anthony Napoli 1740 India St

6. Vito Altieri, 1601 India St #510

Frank Stiriti moved to elect the slate of property owners to the Board.  Gregg Maslak seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.

· Recommendation for Residential Tenants

1. Kara Galasso-Garcia

2. Gregg Maslak

Jen Shuttleton moved to elect the slate of residential tenants to the Board.  Vito Altieri seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.

· Recommendation for Community-at-Large

1. Sandra Simmons

2. Sal Giametta

Kara Galasso-Garcia moved to elect the slate of Community-at-Large reps to the Board.  Jen Shuttleton seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.

There has been a 2-week extension granted for applications.

COMMITTEE REPORTS
Organization Committee
April Treasurer’s report

Lou Palestini reported on the Income & Expense for April 2005.  Bill Stone moved to accept the Income & Expense report for April 2005.  Gregg Maslak seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor to approve the Income & Expense report for April.

Parking ticket correspondences, aggressive stance

A copy of a letter that was written to Charles Kindred, Parking Operations Administrator with the City of San Diego, was included in the Board packet for review.  Marco is seeking the Board’s endorsement to take a more aggressive stance regarding parking enforcement.  Jen Shuttleton moved to authorize Marco to take a more aggressive stance regarding parking enforcement.  Jim Barone seconded the motion.  A discussion followed.  Jen Shuttleton amended the motion to also invite Charles Kindred to the next Board meeting.  Marco also asked everyone to bombard Charles Kindred with letters on this matter.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.

Letter from Lori Saldana

Marco received a letter from Assemblymember Lori Saldana, thanking the Association for the assistance in securing donations for her Open House on March 11th.  

Enter into contract with City of San Diego

The BID contract between the City of San Diego and the Little Italy Association will renew on July 1, 2005.  Marco is seeking the Board’s authorization to renew the contract with the City and to designate Steve Galasso as a representative to the Association for the BID Administration contract.  Lou Palestini moved to renew the contract between the Association and the City of San Diego and to designate Steve Galasso as a representative to the Association for the BID Administration contract.  Gregg Maslak seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.

DISI Committee

ArtWalk

Sandi Cottrell reported on the ArtWalk event that took place on April 23-24, 2005.

Review of Minutes from April 28th meeting

The following items were discussed at the recent DISI meeting:

· Community News Board

· Phase II of India Street Improvements

· Lighting System

· Gateway signs

· Piazza names

· Walking map

· Shuttle Program

· Baseball banners

· Trash Cans

· Placement of movable chairs

· Sinatra event

· New Piazza

The following are recommendations from the DISI committee:

· Art & Design Banners – An updated Art & Design created for the KADD was endorsed by the DISI Committee as presented.  Jim Bassi moved to approve the Art & Design Banners.  Mary Mitchell seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor to approve the Art & Design banners.

· The DISI Committee has approved the concept of a month long tribute to Frank Sinatra on his 90th Birthday in November-December, 2006.  Bill Stone moved to approve the concept of a Frank Sinatra tribute.  Jen Shuttleton seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.

· The DISI Committee is recommending that Marco work with Carla Bassi of Ché Bella on redesigning the landscaping of the Piazza Basilone, as well as the maintenance of new flower planters throughout the district.  Jen Shuttleton moved to authorize Marco to work with Carla Bassi on the Color Spots throughout the Little Italy district.  Sandra Simmons seconded the motion.  The Board voted almost unanimously in favor.  Jim Bassi abstained.

Festa Task Force minutes/recommendations:

The Festa Task Force has made the following recommendations:

· The Little Italy Festa and Chalk La Strada work closely together to create a better plan.  Rita Monares moved and Anthony Napoli seconded motion.  Board voted unanimously in favor.

· We will investigate if we can expand the Festa northward on block to Hawthorn.  Tom Di Zinno moved and Tom Zolezzi seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.

· We would like to encompass the Columbus Day Parade as a part of the Festa weekend, this Parade decision would need to be approved by the UIAA.  Sandra Simmons moved and Gregg Maslak seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.

· We will investigate working with the Italian Consulate for a possible Italian products trade show.  Bill Stone moved and Merrilee Ekstrom seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.

· The 80th Anniversary of Our Lady of the Rosary will be the basis of the Festa theme this year.  Jim Barone moved, Lou Palestini seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.

Community Advisory Board

Alcohol Task Force Meeting

A Community Advisory Board meeting will take place on Saturday, 5/14 at Holly Saenz’ residence.  The Alcohol Task Force will be discussed; an objective will be to get local bars involved to develop a concept.

Land Use Committee 

Public Storage Resolution

Due to the impending Airport Authority land use restrictions, the best use of land for developing properties north of Hawthorn would probably be public storage.  The concept of multiple public storage facilities in the Northside of Little Italy would kill any type of street activity.  The Land Use Committee is recommending the possibility of restricting the number of storage facilities in the district to two, a letter has been written to CCDC regarding this matter.  Larry Kuntz moved to adopt the recommendation from the Land Use Committee, which would limit the number of storage facilities in the district to two.  Jen Shuttleton seconded the motion.  A discussion followed.  Larry amended motion to include a 5-year moratorium on Public Storage North of Hawthorn within the Little Italy redevelopment zone.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.

Formula Retail Ordinances

The Land Use Committee has reviewed various aspects of Formula Retail Ordinances and their possible impact on the Little Italy area.  Tom Zolezzi has been appointed as Chair to an India Street FR Task Force and objectives of the Task Force were stated:

· Come up with a proposal

· Take proposal to Land Use Committee, hold a meeting among affected property owners

· Find consensus, if consensus is reached

· Send to Board

· Draft letter to Councilman Michael Zucchet regarding a pilot Ordinance

Vito Altieri moved to allow the India Street Formula Retail Task Force to operate under the Land Use Committee.  Tom Zolezzi seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.

Airport Authority letter and update

Tom Fat gave an update of the Airport Authority and a copy of the letter send to the Airport Authority by the Little Italy Association was included in the Board packet.

North Embarcadero

Tom Fat gave an update of the North Embarcadero Plan.  The final schematic plan has been approved but they are still looking for funding.  CCDC will invest $50 million, but project costs are now at $200 million.

Next Board meeting   The next Board meeting in will be held on June 7th, 2005 at 8:30 a.m. 

Motion to adjourn

Kara Galasso-Garcia moved to adjourn the May Board meeting.  Anthony Napoli seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor to adjourn the Board meeting at 10:20 a.m.   Rosie DeLuca took board minutes.
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