Little Italy Association
Board of Directors Meeting

December 7th, 2004 - 8:30 a.m.

Our Lady of the Rosary Parish Hall

Present
Vito Altieri / Jim Barone / Jim Bassi / Domenic Brunetto / Pat Brunetto / Frank Busalacchi / Mario Cefalu / Tony Cefalu / Catherine Chester / Jennifer Morrison for Dino Cresci /Tom Di Zinno / Tom Fat / Steve Galasso / Kara Galasso-Garcia / Sal Giametta / Fr. Steve Grancini / Larry Kuntz / Gregg Maslak / John McIff / Mary Mitchell / Danny Moceri / Rita Monares / Anthony Napoli / Fred Oliver / Lou Palestini / Jen Shuttleton / Frank Stiriti / Bill Stone 

Excused Absence

David Bark / Tony Gaussoin / Ruben Padilla / Daniel Pond / Tom Zolezzi

Guests

Duane Shinnick - Silldorf, Shinnick & Ryan / Bill Adams – Norton, Adams & Downey / Bernie Sweeney – Radisson Hotel SD / Gene Pastura - Westland Financial Service / Bruce Getz – SDPD / Silvia Nantista – Latitude Zero / Brian Goddard – property owner / Tina Sanchez – Neighborhood Code Compliance / Rosalie LoCoco – property owner / Gordon Menzie – property owner / Mike Granata – resident / Sandra Simmons – VivaCity / Maurizio Courtier – Airport Restaurant 

Staff

Marco Li Mandri, Rosie DeLuca

Minutes

The Chairman of the Board Steve Galasso called the meeting to order at 8:35 a.m.  Introductions were made.  The meeting was then turned over to the President Marco Li Mandri. Frank Stiriti moved to accept the November Board minutes.  Gregg Maslak seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.

COMMUNITY REPORTS

SDPD

Bruce Getz updated the Board on the crime statistics of the Little Italy district.

Washington Elementary

Gregg Maslak thanked Lou Palestini and San Diego National Bank for their generous donation towards the Washington Elementary School uniform drive.

DISTRICT UPDATES
· CCDC will be providing the Little Italy district with 100 new trashcans within 3-4 months
· Kettner Street lights are in but not yet lit.
COMMITTEE REPORTS
Organization Committee
November Treasurer’s report

Lou Palestini reported on the Income & Expense for November 2004.  Frank Busalacchi moved to accept the Income & Expense report for November 2004.  Gregg Maslak seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.

Resolution on Phase II

The design work for Phase II India Street Revitalization plans have been completed, and the following are the next steps:

· CCDC…Contract documents are being prepared, which will be followed by a budget analysis to determine if the project as now designed remained within the approved budget.

· LIA…Execution of the Encroachment Removal Agreement.

Hiring Byron Wade as Project Manager has been deemed unnecessary by CCDC, and CCDC has stated that the project can proceed on schedule and will be managed by Jerry Selby’s replacement.

The Org Committee presented the Board with a Resolution on the initiation of Phase II Public Improvements on India Street from Grape-Laurel Streets, which states that Phase II be fully funded and implemented immediately.  Bill Stone moved to adopt the resolution.  Vito Altieri seconded the motion.  A brief discussion followed.  Gordon Menzie asked to go on record as endorsing the project. Tom Fat mentioned to all that CCDC should work with the County on the parking structure.    Catherine Chester asked to keep the document as-is and not to dilute with parking issues.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.

Parking Meter revenues – Chromacolor

Due to lack of customer parking in the neighborhood Chromacolor will be closing its doors and moving the business elsewhere

Downtown DIF funds

In October the Downtown Partnership’s Board of Directors voted to support the assessment of Development Impact Fees (DIF) as recommended by CCDC’s Board of Directors.  These funds will help fund construction of new parks and fire stations in the downtown area.

Starbucks location at Cedar & India

Starbucks is currently considering moving into the retail space located at Cedar & India Streets.  Discussion followed on the possible impact of a second Starbucks in the neighborhood.  Everyone was encouraged to speak to David or Leslie Cohn about the Board’s sentiment that Little Italy has enough coffee houses.

Correspondences

An article appeared in the SDUT about Santo Giametta, father of our Board member Sal Giametta, who passed away on November 15, 2004.  Marco expressed the Board’s sorrow to Sal Giametta at the loss of his father and also to Mario Cefalu at the passing of his wife.  Mario thanked Marco and the Board for their support during his difficult time.

Community Advisory Board

Airport Restaurant CUP letter to remove CUP

At the October 2004 Board meeting, the Little Italy Board of Directors voted, nearly unanimously, to ask Maurizio Courtier from the Airport Restaurant to immediately comply with the conditions of the Conditional Use Permit as granted by CCDC in October of 2002.  Maurizio, being present at the October Board meeting, committed himself to responding positively to the concerns express by his neighbors.  He was asked to return to the Board at the November 2nd meeting and report on what changes he had made to comply with the conditions imposed by the CUP.  Maurizio did not appear at the November 2nd Board meeting as promised.  His absence allowed the Board to hear testimony from five neighbors who have been negatively impacted by the violation of the conditions of the CUP for the Airport Restaurant.  On November 14, 2004, the Association wrote a letter to CCDC, which requested the initiation of a Public Hearing to withdraw Conditional Use Permit for the Airport Restaurant.  

Tina Sanchez from Neighborhood Code Enforcement spoke to the Board and gave a background of CUP’s required for businesses.  Tina indicated that CCDC has discretion over all CUP’s in the area.

Being present at the December meeting, Maurizio spoke and indicated that he is committed to complying with the CUP.

Several Board members spoke.  Bill Stone recommended that the Association remain opposed to the Airport Restaurant until all issues regarding the CUP have been resolved.

DISI Committee

Minutes of Meeting

The minutes of the DISI Committee were distributed to the Board members for their review.

Festa Update

A Festa Income & Expense report will be distributed to the Board at the next meeting.

Carnevale Update

The 2nd Annual Little Italy Carnevale will take place on Saturday, February 5th.  There will be a Venetian theme; the details are still being worked out.

Opera Night Success

The Little Italy Opera Nights after dusk had great attendance and was a success.

Holiday lighting and tree lighting on December 4th, Gayle Stone

The 4th Annual Little Italy Holiday Tree Lighting took place on Saturday, December 4th, with a great turnout.  Gayle Stone did a great job on the decoration of the Little Italy holiday tree.

Land Use Committee 

North Embarcadero Update

Tom Fat reported on the North Embarcadero plan.  They are short on funding which may delay the project.  The next meeting of the North Embarcadero Plan will take place today at 1:30.

Airport Authority

June 2005 is the deadline for the Airport Authority to develop criteria for the Airport overlay district.  Last month the San Diego City Manager Lamont Ewell wrote a letter to the Airport Authority that asked them to “back off” and to please make Lindbergh Field an exception.

Downtown Community Plan Update

The Downtown Community Plan is on the web and is a good report to review.  They project an increase in Downtown’s density from 20,000 to 90,000.  The next meeting will be held in January.

Next Board meeting   Due to the Holidays, there will be no Board meeting in January.  The next Board meeting will take place on Tuesday, February 1st, 2004 at 8:30 a.m. 

Motion to adjourn

Catherine Chester moved to adjourn the December Board meeting.  Gregg Maslak seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor to adjourn the Board meeting at 10:15 a.m.   Rosie DeLuca took board minutes.
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