Little Italy Association
Board of Directors Meeting

November 2nd - 8:30 a.m.

Our Lady of the Rosary Parish Hall

Present
Vito Altieri / David Bark / Jim Barone / Domenic Brunetto / Frank Busalacchi / Tony Cefalu / Tom Di Zinno / Tom Fat / Steve Galasso / Kara Galasso-Garcia / Fr. Steve Grancini / Larry Kuntz / Gregg Maslak / John McIff / Rita Monares / Anthony Napoli / Lou Palestini / Daniel Pond / Frank Stiriti / Bill Stone 

Unexcused Absence

Catherine Chester / Sal Giametta / Fred Oliver 
Excused Absence

Jim Bassi / Pat Brunetto / Mario Cefalu / Dino Cresci / Tony Gaussoin / Mary Mitchell / Danny Moceri / Ruben Padilla / Jen Shuttleton / Tom Zolezzi

Guests

Gordon Menzie, Property owner / Mike Granata, resident / Rosalie Lo Coco, property owner / Bruce Getz, SDPD / Sandra Simmons, Viva-city / Shirley Altieri, resident / Sarah Woodcroft & guest, residents

Staff

Marco Li Mandri, Rosie DeLuca

Minutes

The Chairman of the Board Steve Galasso called the meeting to order at 8:35 a.m.  Introductions were made.  The meeting was then turned over to the President Marco Li Mandri. Frank Busalacchi moved to accept the October Board minutes.  Tom Di Zinno seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.

COMMUNITY REPORTS

SDPD

Bruce Getz updated the Board on the crime statistics of the Little Italy district.

Washington Elementary

Gregg Maslak gave the Board an update on current events at Washington Elementary School.

Other

Sandra Simmons from Viva-city showed the Board the new Viva-city local directory that will be provided to all new downtown-area residents.

DISTRICT UPDATES
· CCDC will be providing the Little Italy district with 100 new trashcans by the end of this year.
· The Association is looking into installing two Gateway Signs at the following locations:
1. Kettner & Kalmia
2. California & Cedar or Union & Cedar
The Gateway Signs will be solar-powered and will resemble the Little Italy Landmark Sign.

COMMITTEE REPORTS
Organization Committee
October Treasurer’s report

Lou Palestini reported on the Income & Expense for October 2004.  Gregg Maslak moved to accept the Income & Expense report for October 2004.  Tom Di Zinno seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.

Organization Committee Report:

· Freeway Sign Designation – Councilman Michael Zucchet has designated the “Little Italy District” A letter was sent by the Association to Senator Dede Alpert requesting assistance to ascertain costs from CalTrans on I-5 Designation of Little Italy District.  
· CCDC/Project Manager request – The Association submitted a letter to CCDC requesting Byron Wade as Project Manager for facilitation of Capital Improvement Projects in Little Italy. 

· Correspondences

1. A letter was received from Gilbert Gutierrez, Principal of Washington Elementary School which expressed an appreciation for all of the hard work and dedication that Gregg Maslak has shown towards the students of Washington Elementary School as a representative of the Little Italy Association.

2. A letter was received from Fr. Steven Grancini regarding the 65th Annual Spaghetti Dinner of OLR, which will take place on Saturday, November 7th, 2004.

· Downtown Quick Reference – CCDC has provided the Association with a quick reference sheet that contains all of the information needed to stay informed and aware of all of downtown’s ample resources.

· CCAC Elections on November 4th – CCAC will hold elections on November 4th at Monarch School.  The two available seats for the Little Italy district are for Residential Property owner and Residential Tenant.  Anthony Napoli has recently agreed to run for the Residential Property owner seat to represent Little Italy, if you would like to vote for Anthony please write his name in on the ballot.

Community Advisory Board

Holly Saenz as Chair

The Board of Directors had previously designated Holly Saenz to serve as Chair to the CAB, dependent upon approval of the Committee.  It was moved and unanimously approved that Holly would serve as Chair.

Hard Liquor Study

The Association conducted a study of the number of liquor licenses within the Little Italy district.  The findings were as follows:

· Type 48 (Full liquor license)= 17 licenses in the district

· Type 42 (Beer & Wine license)= 5 licenses in the district

The Community Advisory Board will evaluate as to what the appropriate number should be in the district.

Airport Restaurant Correspondences, update on parking plan, CUP

Last month, Maurizio Courtier appeared in front of the Board to hear complaints about the negative impact that his business, the Airport Restaurant, was having on the surrounding neighborhood.  At that time, the Board asked Maurizio to devise a plan to deal with the issues of parking, loitering, and trash and to report back to the Board in 30 days with a plan to remedy the situation.  Maurizio did not appear at the November Board meeting with a plan, nor did he contact the Association in any way to communicate that he is dealing with the situation at hand.  Gordon Menzie spoke:  he initially supported the concept of the Airport Restaurant.  The project was proposed to CCDC 2 ½ years ago as a Restaurant, not a bar, and Gordon was in favor of the proposed plan as it could draw more business to the North end of Little Italy.  Several residents affected by the Airport Restaurant were present at the meeting and spoke to the Board about the public nuisance events they have witnessed since the opening of the Airport Restaurant.  Anthony Napoli made a motion to initiate process to withdraw support and to proceed with a request to CCDC to review revoke the CUP of the Airport Restaurant.  Bill Stone seconded the motion.  A discussion followed.  Gordon Menzie asked the Association to be the coordinating body to all involved agencies, and that all agencies are copied on the letter.  Marco asked all residents to please put their statements about the Airport Restaurant in writing so they can be presented as backup documentation to involved agencies.  Bruce Getz asked the residents to please include the address of the Airport Restaurant in all written correspondence.  The Board voted almost unanimously in favor.  Dan Pond abstained.

DISI Committee

December Nights

The BID Council sent a letter to the Association inviting all Little Italy restaurants to participate in the December Nights – Cabrillo Bridge Food Tasting.  An application was provided in the Board packet in case any restaurants were interested in participating.

Farm Worker issue

An e-mail was received by the Association from an individual stating that she will be joining members of the SD Community in leafleting the Festa to call attention to Precious Cheese’s failure to meet with the United Farm Workers to discuss the working conditions at Threemile Canyon Farms, which supplies this company with milk.  Marco responded to the sender asking them to hold off so we could discuss their concerns once the Festa has been completed.

Opera Nights

The Little Italy Opera after Dusk series is taking place on 10/23, 10/30, 11/6, and 11/13.  So far there has been a good response.

Holiday Tree Lighting

The 5th Annual Little Italy Holiday Tree Lighting will take place on Saturday, December 4th from 5:30 pm to 7:00 pm at the corner of India and Date Streets.  Marco encouraged all retailers to decorate businesses for the Holiday prior to the tree lighting.

Land Use Committee 

7-Eleven, CUP and CCDC

The proposed 7-Eleven at Grape & India Streets has been approved.

Porta D’Italia condo conversion

The Porta D’Italia apartments will be converted to condos.

Downtown Parking Changes
The Downtown Parking Management Group (DPMG) recommendations related to new parking meter technology are:

· City to install new parking meter technology as part of a pilot program in the areas indicated on provided map.

· City should test varied parking time limits and rates to increase utilization of on-street parking.

· City Council should adopt a resolution, which grants authority to the City Manager to test varied parking time limits.

· City Council should adopt an ordinance, which grants authority to the City Manager to test varied parking rates.

North Embarcadero Update

Tom Fat updated the Board on the North Embarcadero Plan.

Airport Authority

Lamont Ewell wrote a great letter to the Airport Authority regarding the Airport Overlay District.  Mr. Ewell pointed out that San Diego is different than other Airport Cities and that housing is a critical component to the City.  He requested that they “back off” and to please remove San Diego from their list.

Other

SD National Bank Mural

Lou Palestini spoke to the Board about a new mural that is being painting by Our Lady of Peace students which will be next to the existing whale mural on the North facing wall of the San Diego National Bank building.  Lou asked the Board if LIA could make a presentation to the students once the mural is complete.  Gregg Maslak moved to have LIA make a presentation to the muralists once the project is complete.  Vito Altieri seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.

Proclamation to Larry Lucchino

Anthony Napoli moved to have the Association make a proclamation to Larry Lucchino for the Boston Red Sox World Series victory.  Bill Stone seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.

Next Board meeting   The next Board meeting will take place on Tuesday, December 7th, 2004 at 8:30 a.m. 

Motion to adjourn

Steve Galasso moved to adjourn the November Board meeting.  Frank Busalacchi seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor to adjourn the Board meeting at 10:15 a.m.   Rosie DeLuca took board minutes.
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