Little Italy Association
Board of Directors Meeting

September 14th, 2004 - 8:30 a.m.

Our Lady of the Rosary Parish Hall

Present
Vito Altieri / David Bark / Jim Barone / Domenic Brunetto / Pat Brunetto / Frank Busalacchi / Mario Cefalu / Tony Cefalu / Catherine Chester / Dino Cresci / Tom Di Zinno / Steve Galasso / Kara Galasso-Garcia / Fr. Steve Grancini / Larry Kuntz / John McIff / Rita Monares / Ruben Padilla / Lou Palestini / Frank Stiriti / Bill Stone / Tom Zolezzi

Unexcused Absence

Fred Oliver 

Excused Absence

Tom Fat / Tony Gaussoin / Sal Giametta / Gregg Maslak / Mary Mitchell / Danny Moceri / Anthony Napoli / Daniel Pond 

Guests

Lew Steinberg, Voyage / Terri Bona, Harborside School / Bob Thompson All Soul’s Church / David Bark, Peterson-Bark / Shirley Altieri, resident / Phyllis Dorfman, Chalk La Strada / Elliott Lawrence, Radisson Hotel / Tuari B, Grant & Keko, APC / Bruce Getz, SDPD / Gina DiGuerra, SD Shores Realty / Yana Shayne, Downtown News / Silvia Nantista, Latitude Zero / Paul Levidow, SD DA’s Office / Dennis Gordon, Prudential Financial / Todd Trusso, Prudential Financial / Alexandra Elias, CCDC / Nancy Nichols, The Waterfront / Chad Cline, The Waterfront / Esther Finnigan, resident / Bonnie Dumanis, District Attorney / John Massucco, Chief Deputy District Attorney / Jesse Navarro, Special Assistant to the District Attorney

Staff

Marco Li Mandri, Rosie DeLuca

Minutes

The Chairman of the Board Steve Galasso called the meeting to order at 8:30 a.m.  Introductions were made.  The meeting was then turned over to the President Marco Li Mandri. Fr. Steven Grancini to accept the July Board minutes.  Tony Cefalu seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.

COMMUNITY REPORTS

County Supervisor Ron Roberts’ office

Jason Farron updated the Board on the projects that they are working on at the County Supervisor’s office.

Other

Bob Thompson from All Souls’ Church informed the Board of a concert with Fabio Ciofini, an Italian Organist, which will take place on Monday, September 20th at 7:30 p.m.

DISTRICT UPDATES

· Introduction of new businesses, property owners or residents-

Lew Steinberg from Voyage on India Street informed the Board that the new restaurant would open on Friday, September 17th.

· Diagonal Parking on India Street – The Association is currently working with the City on this project.
· Nelson Photo Third Anniversary – Larry & Nancy Kuntz are celebrating their third anniversary as owners of Nelson Photo.
· Kettner Lighting – The new streetlights on Kettner Blvd. that have been outfitted with outlets are installed and will soon be turned on.
· Phase II/India Street improvements – The project is in the City for final approval, after which will go out to bid and construction is anticipated to begin in Jan-Feb 2005.
Honorable District Attorney Bonnie Dumanis

Honorable District Attorney Bonnie Dumanis gave a presentation to the Board about white-collar crime, fraud in check cashing, County crime states, mental health issues and the priorities of her office.  The Board expressed their appreciation to the District Attorney for taking time from her busy schedule to return to the Community where she has had so much support over the past three years.

COMMITTEE REPORTS
Organization Committee
July Treasurer’s report

Lou Palestini reported on the Income & Expense for July 2004.  Jim Barone moved to accept the Income & Expense report for July 2004.  Frank Stiriti seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.

August Treasurer’s report

Lou Palestini reported on the Income & Expense for August 2004.  Dino Cresci moved to accept the Income & Expense report for August 2004.  Frank Busalacchi seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.

Organization Committee Report:

· Annual Dinner Income & Expense report – Marco reviewed the Income & Expense report for the Annual Dinner that was held on July 13, 2004.

· Recommendation for $500 donation to OLR – Due to the fact that the Association made over $3,000 at the Annual Dinner, the Org Committee recommended that we donate $500 to Our Lady of the Rosary for use of the parish hall during the event.  Tom Di Zinno moved to donate $500 to OLR.  Frank Stiriti seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.  Fr. Steven Grancini abstained from the vote.  The donation will be made from non-assessment district revenues and will be taken from the “Donations” budget account.

· Line of Credit for new services – The Association is looking into obtaining a line of credit for the Maintenance District to cover expenses for increased street services before the revenues on the increased MAD budget begin to trickle in.

· Community Advisory Board Chair / Holly Saenz – The Org Committee recommended that Little Italy resident Holly Saenz be appointed to Chair the Community Advisory Board.  Jen Shuttleton moved to appoint Holly Saenz as Chair to the Community Advisory Board.  Kara Garcia seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.

· Post Election meet the Mayor activity – The Org Committee is recommending that the Association sponsor a “Meet the Mayor” activity in Little Italy once the election has been completed on November 2nd, 2004.  Larry Kuntz moved to approve the recommendation.  Ruben Padilla seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.

· Board members missing meeting, reiteration of policy – Marco reiterated the policy to the Board on unexcused absences.

· Sophie Kessler donation to Children’s Hospital – The oldest daughter of the BID Council CEO Scott Kessler, Sophie Kessler, was killed in an auto accident last month.  The Org Committee recommended that the Association donate $500 to Children’s Hospital in memory of Sophie.  Frank Stiriti moved to approve the recommendation.  Jen Shuttleton seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.

Grand Jury Investigation of Downtown cleaning

FYI – the Grand Jury is investigating the Downtown Partnership and the cleaning of the streets of Downtown San Diego.

EMAD Balloting results

Last month, Little Italy Property Owners voted to endorse the new EMAD plan.  The first year assessments will increase to $525,000, second year assessments will increase to $650,000 with the new condos coming online.  Part of the increased services will include Security seven nights per week.  The Association will also purchase a Steam Cleaning Machine.

SDSU Cross Cultural Center solicitation

The Cross Cultural Center at SDSU will hold their 2nd Annual Open House on September 22, 2004 from 2-4 p.m.  They are asking Little Italy restaurants to help sponsor their event by donating a food item.  In exchange for the contribution, they will recognize the restaurant during their programs and include the restaurant in their file of local cultural restaurants.

e-News

An e-newsletter will be sent out regularly.

Correspondences

· Letter from YMCA – A letter was received by the YMCA thanking the Association for their $500 sponsorship support.

Piazza Basilone Tiles

Lou Palestini reported that the tiles installed at the Piazza Basilone are fading and are being replaced free of charge.  There will be no changes in placement of tiles.

DISI Committee

EMAD Budget supplement, to be reviewed by Committee

$20,000 has been set-aside in the Little Italy budget for DISI.

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      Sebastiani Wine Opera Proposal

The DISI Committee has been working on sponsoring an evening Little Italy Opera Series with Sebastiani Wines to be held on four consecutive weekend nights from 7-9 p.m. after the Festa weekend: October 16th, 23rd, 30th & November 6th.  The locations for the Opera series would be on India Street at Beech, Cedar, Date and Fir Streets.  The DISI Committee is seeking Board authorization to work with Sebastiani Wines on this event.  Bill Stone made the motion and Tom Di Zinno seconded.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.

Stickball

Tom Di Zinno reported that this year’s Stickball tournament on Labor Day weekend was a local’s tournament and was a great success.

Little Italy in the news

An article appeared in the Daily Transcript on August 26 entitled “Little Italy makes mark as model of urban redevelopment”.

Festa Update

Marco reviewed the Festa balance sheet that was in the packet with the Board.  This years Festa will take place on Sunday, October 10th from 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.

Chalk La Strada
Phyllis Dorfman asked the Board to help Chalk La Strada by sponsoring an artist’s square – there are several different levels of sponsorship available.  If anyone is interested in sponsoring this event you can call Chalk La Strada at (877) DO-CHALK.  

Community News Board

The Organization Committee is recommending that we come up with a policy for the Community News Board on the corner of Date and India Street.  Jim Barone moved to authorize the DISI Committee to work out logistics on use of the Board, costs, contracts, time line, etc.  Tom Di Zinno seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.

Piazza naming, authorization

The Piazza naming Task Force will come back at the next Board meeting with name recommendations to designate spots throughout the Little Italy district.

Cultural Designation costs through CalTrans

The Association is currently researching costs of new Little Italy freeway signage which can be obtained through CalTrans with our Cultural Designation.

Focus Plan Task Force

Airport Authority meeting, August 5th, Letter to authority

A meeting was held between Little Italy property owners and the Airport Authority regarding residential development in the district.  A letter was then sent to the Airport Authority indicating that the Association does not support any restrictions on residential densities in Little Italy.

Recent action of Airport Authority

A copy of an article that appeared in the Union-Tribune was provided to the Board which reported that the Airport Authority has opposed a 128-unit condo project proposed for Laurel Street.

Land Use Committee

Airport Restaurant

The Association is trying to find out when the Airport Restaurant will be opening so they can adhere to the CUP.

7-Eleven letters of concern

Letters were written to CCDC by two property owners whom will be affected by the opening of a new 7-Eleven at Grape & India street.  

Recommendation for opposition of CUP from Org Committee

The Organization Committee is recommending that the Board oppose the CUP for the proposed 7-Eleven.  Jim Bassi moved to oppose the CUP for the proposed 7-Eleven.  Vito Altieri seconded the motion.  A discussion followed.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.  David Bark and Domenic Brunetto abstained.

CCDC meeting on alcohol permits, railings

A CCDC meeting will take place regarding alcohol permits, railings, etc.

Downtown Parking changes
A letter was written to Councilman Michael Zucchett which outlines recommendations for the Downtown Parking Plan.

Presentation by Prudential Insurance on services

Shannon Brown from the Border Agency introduced Dennis Gordon from Prudential Financial.  Dennis gave a brief presentation to the Board on the different types of financial services that are available to businesses.

Other

Amici Ball

Amici Ball will take place one week from Sunday on September 25, 2004.

Next Board meeting   The next Board meeting will take place on Tuesday, October 5th at 8:30 a.m. 

Motion to adjourn

Catherine Chester moved to adjourn the Septemeber Board meeting.  Tom Di Zinno seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor to adjourn the Board meeting at 10:15 a.m.

Minutes taken by Rosie DeLuca.
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