Little Italy Association
Board of Directors Meeting

July 13th, 2004 - 8:30 a.m.

Our Lady of the Rosary Parish Hall

Present
David Bark / Pat Brunetto / Frank Busalacchi / Mario Cefalu / Tony Cefalu / Dino Cresci / Tom Fat / Steve Galasso / Kara Galasso-Garcia / Tony Gaussoin / Sal Giametta / Fr. Steve Grancini / Larry Kuntz / Gregg Maslak / John McIff / Mary Mitchell / Rita Monares / Anthony Napoli / Ruben Padilla / Lou Palestini / Frank Stiriti / Bill Stone 

Unexcused Absence

Fred Oliver

Excused Absence

Jim Barone / Domenic Brunetto / Catherine Chester / Tom Di Zinno / Danny Moceri / Daniel Pond / Tom Zolezzi

Guests

Mark Haines, 7-Eleven / Jim Bassi, Ché Bella / Sandra Simmons, Viva-City / Yana Shayne, Downtown News / Jon Correll, Hampton Inn & Residence Inn by Marriott / Scott Spagnolia / Lahib-Nick Romaya, Little Italy Tobacco & Cigar / Ted Przybylek, American Mortgage Express / Jan Rolston, picART / Seth Litchney, Mayor’s office / Sue Blackman, City of San Diego/ Victoria Ward, City of San Diego / Vito Altieri, resident / Shirley Altieri, resident / Edgar Edusada, City of San Diego / Catherine Dungca, City of San Diego / Nevien Anteun, City of San Diego / Jerry Selby, CCDC / Brumby Broussard, Mixture / Marcella Ordorica, Downtown Community Court / Tilisha Martin, Downtown Community Court / Jeanne Irwin & Carolyn Morris, Make-A-Wish “Tuna Challenge”

Staff

Marco Li Mandri, Rosie DeLuca

Minutes

The Chairman of the Board Steve Galasso called the meeting to order at 8:30 a.m.  Introductions were made.  The meeting was then turned over to the President Marco Li Mandri. Steve Galasso moved to accept the June Board minutes.  Gregg Maslak seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.

COMMUNITY REPORTS

CCDC

Jerry Selby reported:

· Kettner Street lighting – The project is moving forward.  Trenching will begin approx August 1st, will take between 6-8 months, and will run on Kettner from Ash to Laurel Streets.  This will have little negative impact on the businesses.

· Phase II of India Street improvements – Still in the City.

· State & Elm (School) – Moving forward – in City for review.

· Trash Receptacles – CCDC will solicit bids to place 100 green metal trashcans throughout the Little Italy district.  CCDC will purchase the cans and give them to LIA for installation

· Little Italy Residential Parking program - Still in the process with the City.  Will go to Council on Sept. 14th and all should come out to show their support.

· Piazza lighting has been included as part of the Kettner Street lighting program.  Four pedestrian lights will be purchased and installed by the Kettner Contractor.

City Council District II - Michael Zucchet’s office

Marco informed the Board that he is currently working with the City to attempt to delegate the maintenance of lights, meters and curb painting to the Little Italy Association.  

County Supervisor Ron Robert’s office

Jason Farron reported that Councilman Roberts has allocated $4,000.00 in CEP (Community Enhancement Project) funds to the Little Italy Association towards the 10th Annual Little Italy Festa.


Mayor Dick Murphy’s office

Seth Litchney introduced himself to the Board as the new Community Rep to the Little Italy Association.  Seth reported on the following projects that the Mayor’s office has been working on:

· Lease amendment with the Chargers has been approved with the City

· “Murphy Messenger” is a new e-newsletter put out by the Mayor’s office – log in to the web site to subscribe

· Steve Galasso asked Seth to communicate to the Mayor our concern of his repeated failure to attend Little Italy events over the past 3 ½ years.

Little Italy Residents Association

Gregg Maslak reported:

· Crime has settled down a bit

· Still working on the homeless issues

DISTRICT UPDATES

Introduction of new businesses, property owners or residents

· Jan Ralston from picART 

· Nick Romaya from Little Italy Tobacco & Cigar Company 

· Scott Spinolia – is working on opening a wine bar in the district

Make A Wish Foundation

Jon Correll from the Hampton Inn/Residence Inn introduced Jeanne Irwin, Chairperson and Carolyn Morris, Co-Chair from the Make-A-Wish “Tuna Challenge” fundraiser tournament.  The Tuna Challenge is an official auxiliary of the Make-A-Wish Foundation, which raises over $100,000 each year for the foundation.  They are currently looking for tournament sponsors.  If you are interested in helping out, please call the Little Italy office and we will put you in contact with them.

Sandra Simmons – Downtown Yellow pages

Sandra Simmons from Viva-City reported that they are working on a new Yellow Pages directory for the Downtown area.  10,000 copies of the directory will be printed and there are still Ad sponsor spaces available.  If you are interested in advertising in this new directory, please contact Sandra at (619) 238-8388 or by e-mail at Sandra.simmons@viva-city.info.

COMMITTEE REPORTS
Organization Committee
May Treasurer’s report

Lou Palestini reported on the Income & Expense for May 2004.  Jen Shuttleton moved to accept the Income & Expense report for May 2004.  Frank Stiriti seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.

June Treasurer’s report

Lou Palestini reported on the Income & Expense for June 2004.  Rita Monares moved to accept the Income & Expense report for June 2004.  Dino Cresci seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.

Organization Committee Recommendations:

· Fiscal Year 2004/05 budget:  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Marco reviewed the projected Annual Budget for the FY 2004/2005.  Sal Giametta moved to adopt the proposed annual budget.  Gregg Maslak seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.

· Vito Altieri as Community At Large Rep/Open Seat:  Kara Galasso Garcia moved to appoint Vito Altieri to the open Community at Large seat on the Little Italy Board of Directors.  Lou Palestini seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.

· Jim Bassi as Business Owner Rep/Open Seat:  Frank Busalacchi moved to appoint Jim Bassi to the open Business owner Rep seat on the Little Italy Board of Directors.  Jen Shuttleton seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.

· Prudential Proposal:  Prudential would like to sponsor the Festa for $5,000 and the Little Italy newsletter for $5,000.  John McIff moved to accept Prudential as a Festa and Newsletter supporter.  Frank Stiriti seconded the motion.  A brief discussion followed.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.

Annual Dinner solicitation, update on Speakers

The 4th Annual Little Italy State of the District dinner will be held tonight at the Our Lady of the Rosary Church hall – upstairs.  The admission to this event will be $15.00 and will include a wine tasting, silent auction, dinner and a presentation.  Speakers at the event will include City Councilmen Brian Mainschein and Michael Zucchet.

New Organization Chart

Marco distributed a new Organizational Flow Chart of the Little Italy Association.

E-news

An e-newsletter will be sent out regularly.

Correspondences, Port District

A letter was received from Peter Q. Davis, Chairman of the Board of Port Commissioners, which indicated their interest in presenting a discussion of the “Working Waterfront” and gathering feedback from the Association.  The presentation will include a review and discussion of existing operations and initiatives within the Port’s “Working Waterfront”.

DISI Committee

Meeting update:

· Harley Davidson monthly event – We are still waiting to hear from Harley Davidson regarding their proposed monthly event.  Harley Davidson is to seek approval of affected businesses and residents in regards to their proposed monthly street closing.

· Budget review

· “Naming of Public Spaces” Committee – This committee will name various spots in Little Italy as “Piazzas” and create bronze plaques.  The list of proposed piazza names were distributed.

Festa Update

Marco reported on the committed Festa sponsors to date.   Committed so far:  Precious Cheese, Bolla Wines, Vulcan Steam & Sauna, San Diego National Bank, Prudential, and Sycuan.  A discussion took place and the question of Festa Sponsor standards came up.  Marco stated that each sponsor is reviewed and discussed when they come in, but there are currently no official guidelines in place.

Focus Plan Task Force

Airport Authority meeting, August 5th, 8:30 a.m. OLR

Tom Fat reported that the day of the meeting between the Little Italy Association and the Airport Authority has been changed at the request of Paul Nieto from Tuesday August 3rd to Thursday, August 5th at 8:30 a.m.  The Airport Authority currently wants to restrict development in the area and the Association will challenge this action.  All should attend this important meeting.

EMAD Task Force

Ballots out in the mail, July 27th public hearing

The ballots for the Enhanced Maintenance Assessment District (EMAD) have been sent out and are due on July 27th.

Land Use Committee

Sue Blackman, Water and Sewer Work

Sue Blackman from the City of San Diego spoke with the Board about the scheduling for the upcoming Trunk Sewer and Sewer & Water Main replacements.

Other

Presentation by Downtown partnership on the Community Court

Marcella Ordorica, Deputy City Attorney and Tilisha Martin, Court Coordinator spoke to the Board about the Downtown SD Community Court Pilot project.  Community Courts are a non-traditional innovative approach to dealing with low-level misdemeanor offenders and provide offenders with an opportunity to pay their debt back into the community of which the offense was committed.  Offenses are dismissed after services are complete with a six-month probationary period.  They also address Social Services as needed.

Next Board meeting – No Board meeting in August.  Next Board meeting will take place on Tuesday, September 14th at 8:30 a.m. (due to Labor Day weekend).

Motion to adjourn

Jen Shuttleton moved to adjourn the July Board meeting.  Steve Galasso seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor to adjourn the Board meeting at 10:20 a.m.

Minutes taken by Rosie DeLuca.
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