Little Italy Association
Board of Directors Meeting

June 8th, 2004 - 8:30 a.m.

Our Lady of the Rosary Parish Hall

Present
David Bark / Jim Barone / Domenic Brunetto / Pat Brunetto / / Mario Cefalu / Tony Cefalu / Dino Cresci / Tom Fat / Steve Galasso / Kara Galasso-Garcia / Tony Gaussoin / Fr. Steve Grancini / Larry Kuntz / Gregg Maslak / John McIff / Mary Mitchell / Danny Moceri / Rita Monares / Anthony Napoli / Fred Oliver / Ruben Padilla / Frank Stiriti / Bill Stone 

Unexcused Absence

Frank Busalacchi

Excused Absence

Catherine Chester / Tom Di Zinno / Sal Giametta / Lou Palestini / Daniel Pond / Jen Shuttleton / Tom Zolezzi

Guests

Tatiana Ambrosius, Mayor Murphy’s office / Sgt. David Williams, SDPD / Bruce Getz, SDPD / Susan Luo, Chi Chocolat Inc. / Brumby Broussard, Mixture / Yana Shayne, SD Downtown News / Nancy Duthie, SD Harley-Davidson / Phil Feinberg, SPACE San Diego / Vito Altieri, resident / Shirley Altieri, resident / Beverly Gallagher, Starbucks Coffee Company / Ted Przybylek, American Mortgage Express / Esther Finnigan, resident / Abe Wischnia, Abe Wischnia & Associates / Bernie Sweeney, Radisson Hotel Harbor View / Mark Haines, 7-Eleven / Cindy Tracey, Step Stone RE Services

Staff

Marco Li Mandri, Rosie DeLuca

Minutes

The Chairman of the Board Steve Galasso called the meeting to order at 8:35 a.m.  Introductions were made.  The meeting was then turned over to the President Marco Li Mandri. Tony Gaussoin moved to accept the May Board minutes.  Gregg Maslak seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.

COMMUNITY REPORTS

CCDC

Jerry Selby reported:

· Phase II of India Street improvements – they are getting close to coming to an agreement with the City

· Kettner Street Lighting – permits have been approved

· School intersection

· Trash receptacles – they are purchasing green trash receptacles for the Little Italy district

· Little Italy Street Lighting program – is currently in the City for a plan check, should begin in 2005

· Little Italy Resident parking – still in the City process, will go to council in July

City Council District II

Manny Delgado reported:

· Phase II India Street improvements – Phase II of India Street improvements is facing Liability issues that did not occur in Phase I.  The City wanted all property owners in the district to sign off on the public right-of-way.  Manny informed the Board that the Council District II office is putting the heat on the City to resolve the issue

· Traffic calming measures – The Council office is working on different ways to calm traffic in the district.

· Streetlights – Manny gave an update on Street Lights in the district.

Mayor’s Dick Murphy’s office

Tatiana Ambrosius informed the Board that she is leaving the Mayor’s office to purse different avenues and that her replacement Seth Litchney will attend future Board meetings.

SDPD

Sgt. Dave Williams introduced himself to the Board.  Bruce Getz reported that there has been a rise in crime in the district.  Again, Bruce informed the Board that he is available to visit businesses in the district to evaluate and advise on security and crime prevention.  If anyone is interested they can reach Bruce at (619) 685-8206.

Washington Elementary School

Gregg Maslak reported:

· Traffic calming – he is working with the City

· School closings in district

· School planting project

DISTRICT UPDATES

E-mail alert and newsletter

The Association will begin issuing a new monthly e-newsletter and also will use e-mail to alert the community on any important issues.

Harley Davidson opening

The new Harley-Davidson dealership will have a grand opening on Wednesday, June 23rd from 7:00 – 9:00 p.m.

CCDC News

CCDC has a good e-newsletter, which can be located at digest@ccdc.com.  If anyone is interested, they can contact CCDC directly to be added to their e-mail distribution list.

COMMITTEE REPORTS
Organization Committee
No Treasurers report

Due to the theft of the Little Italy computer which held all financial records, there will be no report on Income and Expenses for May 2004.  Next month we will report on both May and June 2004.

Resignation of Jeanne Obenchain

Due to health issues, our Property Director Jeanne Obenchain has resigned from the Little Italy Board effective June 1, 2004.  Frank Stiriti moved to accept the resignation of Jeanne Obenchain as a Property Director from the Board of the Little Italy Association.  Dino Cresci seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor to accept her resignation.

Letter to ABC on Tony Gaussoin

The Association wrote a letter to the ABC on behalf on Tony Gaussoin in support of his request to expand his ABC license to extend greater services to his customers.

LIRA/Open Board Seat, Time Line

A letter was written to Rob Quigley requested that they appoint a LIRA Member to serve on the Little Italy Association Board of Directors, we have not yet heard a response to our letter.

Letter to Brian Mainschein

A letter was written to Brian Mainschein, which expressed the appreciation of the Board for his support of the Association.

Letter from Brian Mainschein

A letter was received by Brian Mainschein, which informed the Board that he was able to allocate $5,000 of CDBG funding to the Little Italy Association for FY 2004/2005.

Downtown Parking Management Group – volunteer

A notice was received by the BID Council, which requested that the Association appoint an ad hoc member to the Downtown Parking Management Group (DPMG).  Marco informed the Board if anyone was interested in volunteering to please come forward.  The DPMG has currently scheduled weekly meetings held Thursdays at 11:30 a.m.

Annual Dinner Solicitation

The Little Italy State of the Neighborhood Annual Dinner will be held on July 13, 2004.  The event will begin with a wine tasting at 5:30 p.m. and a silent auction will be held at the event as well.  The Association is looking for donations for the silent auction; this will help to offset the cost of the event.

DISI Committee

1st Meeting 

The first meeting of the DISI Committee will be held on June 14th at 11:00 a.m. at the Little Italy office.  

Selection of Chair of Committee

The Organization Committee is recommending Jen Shuttleton as the Chair for the DISI Committee.  Dan Moceri moved to appoint Jen Shuttleton as the Chair for the DISI Committee.  Bill Stone seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.

The Organization Committee is recommending Tom Fat as the Chair for the Land Use Committee.  Fred Oliver moved to appoint Tom Fat as the Chair for the Land Use Committee.  Bill Stone seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.

Festa Update

This year the Association will host the 10th Annual Little Italy Festa on October 10th, 2004.  The layout to this year’s event will be reconfigured to accommodate for more space and will be on India Street from Ash to Grape Streets.  There will be new sponsors to the event, a car show, Chalk “La Strada”, and Frankie Avalon as the entertainment headliner.

Budget process

All Committees will come up with budgets this month.

Phase II Letter

Once the City has approved Phase II, a letter with the project time-line will go out to the members of the Little Italy community.

Sewer Water project

An updated map of the Sewer Water project was provide to the Board.

Article from Living in Style

An article on Little Italy appeared in the Summer 2004 issue of Living In Style.

CCDC Lead on new mural

The Make-A-Wish Foundation has a 12’x24’ mural that they would like to donate to the Little Italy Association.  Bill Stone moved that the DISI Committee make a decision on the mural on behalf of the Board.  Tony Cefalu seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.

Harley Davidson

Harley Davidson is considering to host an event on Kalmia which would consist of a bike show, food vendors and entertainment on the fourth Tuesday of every month.

Harley Davidson is seeking permission to hold their event under the Little Italy umbrella.  Gregg Maslak moved to conceptually endorse the Harley Davidson event to be held under the Little Italy umbrella.  Jim Barone seconded the motion.  A brief discussion followed.  Gregg Maslak amended the motion to “refer to committee” instead of “conceptually endorse”.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.

Focus Plan Task Force

Neighborhood Plan

The Focus Plan name will be changed to Neighborhood Plan.  The plan is on hold until the Downtown Community Plan is complete.

EMAD Task Force

Plan submitted to City – basis for Engineer’s report

The EMAD Plan has been submitted to the City and is being adopted today.

Level of support by weighted property owners

To date, the level of support for the EMAD by weighted property owners is 40%.

Balloting

The balloting will go out in two weeks.

Land Use Committee

Special meeting with Airport Authority

There will be no regular Board meeting in August, in it’s place on Tuesday, August 3rd at 8:30 a.m. will be held a special meeting with the Airport Authority.

Alex Elias presentation on North Embarcadero

Alex Elias from CCDC gave a presentation on the North Embarcadero to the Board.

Next Board meeting – Tuesday, July 13th at 8:30 a.m. (due to July 4th weekend).

Motion to adjourn

Dan Moceri moved to adjourn the June Board meeting.  Steve Galasso seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.

Minutes taken by Rosie DeLuca.
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