Little Italy Association
Board of Directors Meeting

April 6th, 2004 - 8:30 a.m.

Our Lady of the Rosary Parish Hall

Present
Jim Barone / Pat Brunetto / Frank Busalacchi / Mario Cefalu / Tony Cefalu / Dino Cresci / Tom Di Zinno / Tom Fat / Kara Galasso-Garcia / Tony Gaussoin / Sal Giametta / Larry Kuntz / Gregg Maslak / Mary Mitchell / Danny Moceri / Rita Monares / Anthony Napoli / Jeanne Obenchain / Fred Oliver / Lou Palestini / Daniel Pond / Jen Shuttleton / Frank Stiriti / Bill Stone / Tom Zolezzi

Unexcused Absence

John McIff / Ruben Padilla 

Excused Absence

Domenic Brunetto / Catherine Chester / Steve Galasso / Fr. Steve Grancini

Guests

Karen Galasso, visitor / Twyla Cecil, Cecil’s House of Photography / Vito & Shirley Altieri, residents / Tatiana Ambrosius, Mayor Murphy’s office / Beverly Gallagher, Starbucks Coffee Co / Bernie Sweeney, Radisson Hotel Harbor View / New York Myke, SD Harley Davidson / Umberto Falcone, resident / Esther Finnigan, resident / Deborah Scott, Indigo Grill / Danielle Gisclair, ArtWalk / Jesse Navarro, District Attorney’s office / Jerry Selby, CCDC / Manny Delgado, Council District 2 / Lin Martin, Grubb & Ellis / Duane Shinnick, Silldorf & Shinnick / Phil Feinbert, SPACE san diego / Sandra Simmons, Viva-City 

Staff

Marco Li Mandri, Alex Hempton, Rosie DeLuca

Minutes

The VP of the Board Dan Moceri called the meeting to order at 8:35 a.m.  Introductions were made.  The meeting was then turned over to the President Marco Li Mandri. Larry Kuntz moved to accept the March Board minutes.  Jeanne Obenchain seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.

Introduction of new residents, businesses or property owners

· New York Myke for SD Harley Davidson introduced himself to the Board.

· Beverly Gallagher, the manager from the new Starbucks on Kettner Blvd. introduced herself.

COMMUNITY REPORTS

CCDC

Jerry Selby reported:

· Phase II of India Street improvements – CCDC is still working on the permits.  There is a conflict with the City of San Diego on sidewalk liability but they hope to have it resolved soon

· Kettner Street Lighting – The poles have been ordered and we are awaiting the production and arrival

Councilman Michael Zucchet’s office

Manny Delgado gave an update on the North Embarcadero project.

Mayor Dick Murphy’s office

Tatiana Ambrosius gave an update from the Mayor’s office:

· P. Lamont Ewell has been appointed as the new City Manager

· The Mayor has implemented a charter change whereas the Mayor will be the new CEO of the City

Washington Elementary School

Gregg Maslak reported on the following:

· XXX Magazine racks near Trolley 

· Stop signs near school to slow down traffic

Results of Nominations Endorsement Process

Property Owners

The ballots have been received and tallied and the new Property Board Members with a 2-year term for 2004-2006 are as follows:

1. David Bark

2. Mario Cefalu

3. Fr. Steven Grancini

4. Dan Moceri

5. Lou Palestini

6. Frank Stiriti

Tom Di Zinno moved to accept these property owners as representatives to the Board of Directors for the Little Italy Association.  Gregg Maslak seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.

Business owners

The ballots have been received and tallied and the new Business Board Members with a 2-year term for 2004-2006 are as follows:

1. Anthony Cefalu

2. Catherine Chester

3. Tom Di Zinno

4. Jennifer Shuttleton

5. Bill Stone

Frank Stiriti moved to accept these business owners as representatives to the Board of Directors for the Little Italy Association.  Dan Moceri seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.

Residential Tenants

The Association has received letters of interest from Gregg Maslak and Kara Garcia to remain as the Residential Tenant reps to the Little Italy Association for the 2004-2005 year term.  Jen Shuttleton moved to accept Gregg Maslak and Kara Garcia as the Residential Tenant representatives to the Board of Directors for the Little Italy Association.  Frank Stiriti seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.

Community-at-Large reps (2)

Tom Di Zinno moved to continue with Sal Giametta as the Community-at-large rep to the Little Italy Board.  Marco asked Sal if he would like to continue the serve on the Board as the Community-at-large rep and he agreed.  Tom Fat seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.  There is still one seat available for the Community-at-large rep.

Election of officers in coming year

Frank Stiriti moved to keep the Officers of the Little Italy Board the same as in last year:

· Steve Galasso, Chairman of the Board

· Dan Moceri, Vice President

· Lou Palestini, Treasurer

· Tom Di Zinno, Secretary

Frank Busalacchi seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor to keep the Officers of the Board the same as in the previous year.

COMMITTEE REPORTS
Organization Committee
March Treasurers report
Lou Palestini reported on the Income & Expense report for March 2004.  Dan Moceri moved to accept the Income & Expense report for March 2004.  Jeanne Obenchain seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.

Committee Restructuring Proposal – Under consideration

The Organization Committee is recommending the consolidation of Little Italy Committees and Task Forces that advise the Board of Directors to create a more effective and efficient organization.  The Board was provided with a proposed reorganization of Committees and Task Forces and was asked to review the list.  This will be voted on at the May Board meeting.

Con Alert

A “Con Alert” was sent to all businesses in the Little Italy district that advised of a person trying to con businesses in the area for money.

Little Italy Precious Mural Contract

The Board was provided with a copy of the contract between the Little Italy Association and Sorrento Lactalis, Inc. in regards to the Precious Cheese Mural in Little Italy.  The unveiling of the mural will take place on Thursday, April 22nd at 8:00 a.m. at the corner of India and Juniper Streets.  

Business of the Year

The BID Council has asked that each BID select a 2004 BID Business of the Year to represent their business district.  Each entry will be judged on the business staying power, growth, financials, innovation, resilience and BID support.

Living Wage Ordinance changes

At the March Board of Directors meeting, the Little Italy Association voted to oppose the proposed Living Wage Ordinance.  At the BID Council, 9 of 18 BID’s also voted in opposition of the ordinance.  In response to the opposition of the proposed ordinance, the City has revised the ordinance.  The latest proposal reduces the minimum hourly rate to $10/hr and raises the level of a company’s subsidy from the City of San Diego to $500,000.

“Get Urban” article including Little Italy

A new book called GET URBAN! The Complete Guide to City Living, featuring Little Italy of San Diego will be released in early April.  It describes our Little Italy as one of the great Urban Neighborhoods to live in the US.

NYC Midtown News – Little Italy

The MidCity News from Bryant Park, New York, mentioned that our Little Italy district has started placing movable chairs in the heart of the business district.

Memos to the Association

The Board was provided with copies of memos sent to the Association by the following:

· MT Reynolds – regarding his opposition of Stickball in Little Italy

Design Committee

March 1998 Newsletter and streetlights

The Board was provided with a copy of a Little Italy newsletter from 1998.  Many of the capital improvements projected in 1998 for the district have come through.

Focus Plan Task Force – Jim Barone

Consultant to Task Force

The Focus Plan Task Force will be renamed to the Neighborhood Plan Task Force.  To date, one proposal has been received regarding the RFP to revise the Focus Plan.

Design Review Committee

Projects under review

· Columbia Flats (next to the Little Italy office)
· Super 8 Hotel build out
· Victor Krebs proposal
· Mike Daniels redevelopment
Promotions Committee

ArtWalk

Danielle Gisclair from ArtWalk reported that they are expecting 65,000-70,000 people at this year’s event and are encouraging all to ride in by Trolley or to park at the County Administration Building.

Community Advisory Board

Little Italy Parking Meter District

Marco informed the Board that he has exhausted all efforts to push the Little Italy Parking District through and that we are at a dead-end.  We must have the City Council’s support and we have not been able to get anywhere with them.  He cannot put forth any more time on implementing this district and asked the Board if anyone could step forward to pursue this effort.

Traffic calming measures/speed bumps

We are trying to get speed bumps installed mid-block on India and Date/Fir, also, State and Elm Streets to calm traffic.  Studies show that children are 50-60% less likely to be injured by a vehicle near a speed bump.

LIRA Meeting

Bret Farrow informed the Board that the next meeting of the Little Italy Resident’s Association would take place on April 15th, 6:30 p.m. at Villa Maria.

EMAD Task Force

Second and Third meeting of EMAD Task Force

At the meeting that took place on 3/18/04, extensive discussion took place on what the benefit zones mean, how costs are to be determined and the roll of property owners in approving or rejecting any proposed increases.

Next EMAD Task Force meetings

The next proposed meeting dates are Thursdays at 3:00 p.m. at the Italian Community Center on April 1st, April 15th and April 29th. 

Parron Hall purchase

Lennar-Intergulf Pacific LLC has purchased the Parron Hall property located at Ash Street and Pacific Highway.  The new ownership plans to refurbish the historic structure and build a 180-unit luxury condo project on the site.  

Economic Restructuring Committee

Cruise Ships

The cruise industry wants to set a course for San Diego, but port upgrades might be necessary.  This could bring millions of tourism dollars to San Diego.

North Embarcadero schematic without Piazza at Grape/Hawthorn and Harbor Drive

A new schematic has been shown without the Piazza at Grape/Hawthorn and Harbor Drive as has been in the past drawings.  The Association feels that this piazza is important to the North Embarcadero project, as it would draw foot traffic to the North end of the Embarcadero and tie into Little Italy.  Tom Fat recommended that we invite Marty Porier to one of the future Board meetings since he is doing the drawings on the North Embarcadero.

LIA Cooperativo

Bill Stone reported to the Board that they are constructing a plan to pool resources to market the Little Italy community to the region.  Invitations to view the plan will go out within the next few weeks.

Presentation by Airport Authority on land uses in Little Italy

The Airport jurisdiction was transferred from SANDAG in March of 2002 and the Airport Authority was formed.  Paul Nieto, Vice Chair of the Airport Authority gave an overview of the Airport Authority and the impact on land use in Little Italy.  Paul introduced Linda Johnson, staff to the Airport Authority to outline the specific guidelines for the Little Italy area.  Linda Johnson gave a presentation on the functions of the Airport Authority and described their main priorities:

· Develop a comprehensive land use plan by June 30, 2005

· Assure compatible land uses around airports in respects to crashes, noise levels, etc.

· Noise overlay zones

The Board asked specific questions to the Airport Authority reps and a lengthy discussion took place.

May Board meeting

The Next meeting will be held on Tuesday, May 4th, 2004.  This will be an orientation meeting for the Board.

Motion to adjourn
Dan Moceri moved to adjourn the April Board meeting.  Tom Di Zinno seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously to adjourn the April Board meeting.  Meeting adjourned at 10:30 a.m.

Minutes taken by Rosie DeLuca.
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