Little Italy Association
Board of Directors Meeting

December 2, 2003 - 8:30 a.m.

Our Lady of the Rosary Parish Hall

Present
Jim Barone / Domenic Brunetto / Frank Busalacchi / Mario Cefalu / Tony Cefalu, / Catherine Chester / Tom Di Zinno / Tom Fat / Steve Galasso / Kara Galasso-Garcia, / Sal Giametta / Fr. Steve Grancini / Larry Kuntz / Gregg Maslak / Mary Mitchell / John McIff / Rita Monares / Ruben Padilla, / Lou Palestini / Deborah Scott / Frank Stiriti / Tom or John Zolezzi

Unexcused Absence

Dino Cresci / Tony Gaussoin / Jeanne Obenchain / Fred Oliver 

Excused Absence

Pat Brunetto / Danny Moceri / Anthony Napoli / Daniel Franklin Pond 

Guests

Yana Shayne, Downtown News / Karen Galasso, Visitor / Phil Feinberg, SPACE San Diego / Vito & Shirley Altieri, Residents / Catherine Black, The Neighborhood Publication / Risë Parberry, SD Watercolor Society / Bill Stone, Simply Italian / Jen Shuttleton, It’s A Grind / Jerry Selby, CCDC / Jason Farran, Supervisor Ron Robert’s office 

Staff

Marco Li Mandri, Shirley Zawadzki, Rosie DeLuca

Minutes

The Chairman of the Board Steve Galasso called the meeting to order at 8:35 a.m.  Introductions were made.  The meeting was then turned over to the President Marco Li Mandri. Gregg Maslak moved to approve the November Board minutes.  Frank Stiriti                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              seconded the motion.  Catherine Chester requested that we move her from an “Unexcused Absence” to “Excused Absence” for the November Board attendance.  Gregg Maslak moved to accept the November Board minutes with the amendment.  Frank Stiriti seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.

COMMUNITY REPORTS

CCDC

Jerry Selby reported on:

· Phase II: Will go to the CCDC Board on Dec. 17th.  Still waiting for the City to sign off on the project

· Kettner Lights:  HMS selected as contractor for project.  A notice to proceed will be filed on Dec. 15th and work scheduled to begin on Jan. 1st.  HMS will be installing the enhanced street lights with outlets on top of the poles 

· Other Street Lights:  It is in the works to install light poles on all streets in the Little Italy district

·  Residential Parking Program:  The map is still in revision.  Will go the CCDC Board in January as part of the Residential Parking Program

· Cedar & Front (traffic calming):  CCDC is investigating ways to calm traffic at Cedar & Front streets.  Traffic lights are a consideration, as well as removing the morning parking for traffic on the West side of the Street.  Project should be complete in 2005

CCAC

Brett Farrow reported:

· LIA voter turnout for the CCAC election was not great

· Lloyd Russell has been elected as the new Business/Property owner Rep to Little Italy

· Next meeting will take place on December 10th
· Julio Fuentes and Manny Delgado are working on Traffic Control at Columbia & Date and Kettner & Date Streets

Supervisor Ron Roberts Office

Jason Farran reported:

· Bus Stops:  Ron Roberts office is still working with MTDB on the consolidation of Bus Stops in the Little Italy district

· Fire Helicopter:  The County is currently looking for a funding source to purchase a Fire Helicopter for San Diego County

Washington Elementary School

Gregg Maslak reported that the Little Italy Olive Oil Company presented a check to Washington Elementary School, which will be used in part for new uniforms.

DISTRICT UPDATES

Use of parking meter funds in Little Italy

Part of the parking meter funds generated in Little Italy will be used to implement a shuttle service in the district sometime in January or February.

Update on Residential parking program in Little Italy

Changes have been incorporated to the Parking District map that was distributed last month and the map is now complete.  The district will be reviewed annually.  This parking program will regulate every parking spot in the Little Italy district.

Firehouse Museum parking permits

The parking permits for the volunteers of the Firehouse Museum have been received and delivered to them.

Diagonal Parking on Kettner

Diagonal parking on Kettner Blvd. between Cedar & Fir Streets is ready to be implemented.  The proposed diagonal parking at India & Beech Streets is going to council.

Appointment of new Board seats, recommendations from Org Committee:

1. Business Seat left vacant from Deborah Scott, the Org Committee is recommending the appointment of Bill Stone of Simply Italian to fill the seat.  Catherine Chester moved to appoint Bill Stone to the Business Seat of the Little Italy Association Board.  Kara Galasso-Garcia seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.

2. Community at Large seat, open.  The Org Committee is recommending the appointment of Jen Shuttleton of It’s A Grind Coffeehouse to fill the seat.  Gregg Maslak moved to appoint Jen Shuttleton to the Community at Large seat.  Tom Di Zinno seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.

COMMITTEE REPORTS
Organization Committee
November Treasurer report
Lou Palestini reported on the Income & Expense for November 2003.  Steve Galasso moved to adopt the Income & Expense report for November 2003.  Fr. Steven Grancini seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously to adopt the Income & Expense Report for November 2003.

Correspondences

A letter was received by Ray Mortier acting as Attorney for Mario Cefalu in which he requested compensation for Mario’s towed vehicle expense.

Rescue Mission
Report from Dan Whittaker

Marco updated the Board on the status of the proposed Rescue Mission.  Plaintiffs sued the Rescue Mission since they did not complete an EIR as part of their proposed project.  As one of the Plaintiffs in the suit, Dan Whittaker reported.  The relocation of the Rescue Mission out of East Village was initiated via political “clout” due to the new Ballpark and development in that district.  The Plaintiffs were working uphill against the City.  The settlement proposed by the Rescue Mission had too many loopholes in the agreement.  The Appeals Court denied temporary use of the shelter, however the Rescue Mission was allowed to continue with construction.  It was feared that they would “back door” the agreement and use the Rescue Mission as an Emergency Shelter.  Initially, Michael Zucchet was going to grant a one-year permit on the shelter.  After a meeting with the Rescue Mission and the Plaintiffs, Mr. Zucchet informed the Rescue Mission that they needed to arrive at a settlement with the Plaintiffs.  The Plaintiffs are now dealing directly with the Rescue Mission Board via teleconferences.  They are close to arriving at a settlement.  Marco encouraged Board to contact Michael Zucchet via e-mail at mzucchet@sandiego.gov in support of the Plaintiffs and opposition to the Rescue Mission as proposed.

Promotions Committee

Holiday Tree Lighting

The Little Italy Association’s Holiday Tree Lighting will take place this Saturday, December 6th from 5:30 pm to 7:00 pm at the corner of India and Date Streets.  All are encouraged to attend.

Festa Task Force Work, real cost budget

Shirley Zawadzki is working on a “real cost” budget for the Festa, it should be ready next month.

Adoption of Julian as business “sister district” (Bill Stone)

The Cedar fires scorched tens of thousands of acres and hundreds of homes outside the town of Julian.  The town has suffered greatly from this fire, as their peak season runs from October through December and most of the 23-mile stretch of freeway that runs to the town has been completely burned.  The Little Italy Association would like to form a long-term commitment with the town of Julian, perhaps form a “sister” business district program.

Honorary Street Names

The Association will come up with some appropriate honorary street names for the key corridors in Little Italy.  The proposed honorary names would then be presented to the Promotion Committee, then to the Board, then to the CCAC.

Piazza Basilone Committee

Wrap up, pending Financial Report

Lou Palestini reported on the dedication of the Piazza Basilone, which was a great success.  Lou informed the Board that we are still looking for Corporate Sponsors, and he also thanked the Board for all of their support.

Community Advisory Board

Residential parking program approval

The final changes to the proposed residential parking program were approved by the Little Italy Association Community Advisory Board on 11/22/03.  The Board received a memo clarifying the final changes to the Residential Parking Plan.  LIA and the Little Italy Residents Association are united on the plan.

Focus Plan Task Force

Update, Minutes

Jim Barone reported on the minutes of the LI Focus Plan Task Force meeting.  The Airport Authority is in the position to recommend land use.  Currently, all blocks north of Date Street cannot increase in residential density since the decibel reading is 65 and above.  The Task Force will stay on top of this issue.

Downtown Community Plan Steering Committee

Tom Fat gave a brief update on the Steering Committee.  Tom informed the Board that Little Italy is used as an example of a good downtown neighborhood.

Design Committee

Review of Pedestrian Kiosks

The Board was provided with concept drawings of the proposed Pedestrian Kiosks for the Little Italy district.  Little Italy Walking Maps will be available at the kiosks.

Naming of Piazzas

The Design Committee has been designated to name the Piazzas, or public areas, in the Little Italy district.  The names will be submitted to the Board for approval.

Public Right of Way ordinance workshop

The PROW ordinance dictates that businesses will require a permit if they display signs, chairs, tables, etc.  A workshop will be held in the near future.

Postpone January Board meeting

Marco informed the Board that due to the holiday season, there will be little activity in the Association and recommended that the January Board meeting be postponed until February.  John McIff moved to postpone the January Board meeting to February 3, 2004.  Frank Stiriti seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously to postpone the January meeting.

Motion to adjourn
Catherine Chester moved to adjourn the December Board meeting.  Steve Galasso seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously to adjourn the December Board meeting.  Meeting adjourned at 10:12 a.m.

Minutes taken by Rosie DeLuca.
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