Little Italy Association
Board of Directors Meeting

November 4, 2003 - 8:30 a.m.

Our Lady of the Rosary Parish Hall

Present
Jim Barone / Domenic Brunetto / Pat Brunetto / Frank Busalacchi / Mario Cefalu / Tony Cefalu, / Dino Cresci / Tom Di Zinno / Tom Fat / Steve Galasso / Kara Galasso-Garcia, / Fr. Steve Grancini / Larry Kuntz / Gregg Maslak / Mary Mitchell, / Danny Moceri / Rita Monares / Anthony Napoli / Jeannie Obenchain / Fred Oliver / Ruben Padilla, / Lou Palestini / Daniel Franklin Pond / Frank Stiriti / Tom or John Zolezzi

Unexcused Absence
Catherine Chester / Tony Gaussoin / Sal Giametta / John McIff / Deborah Scott 

Guests

Jen Shuttleton, It’s a Grind / Manny Delgado, Council District 2 / Yana Shayne,  Downtown News / Esther Finnigan, resident / Jason Farran, Supervisor Roberts Office / Abe Wischinia, Abe Wischnia & Associates

Staff

Marco Li Mandri, Shirley Zawadzki, Rosie DeLuca

Minutes
The Chairman of the Board Steve Galasso called the meeting to order at 8:40 a.m.  Introductions were made.  The meeting was then turned over to the President Marco Li Mandri.  Gregg Maslak moved to approve the October Board minutes.  Dan Moceri seconded the motion.  A minutes change was brought forth by Tom Di Zinno.  Tom noted that the Newsrack Community Service Board is not an “advertising vehicle”.  Fred Oliver was noted as unexcused at the October Board meeting but he had an excused absence.  Brett Farrow was noted under “Guests” as a resident which needs to be changed to “CCAC”.  The Board voted unanimously in favor to approve the October Board minutes with changes.

COMMUNITY REPORTS
Washington Elementary

Gregg Maslak updated the Board on the current activities at Washington Elementary School.

District II
Manny Delgado from Councilman Michael Zucchet’s office gave the Board a brief update on status of the North Embarcadero.

DISTRICT UPDATES

Use of parking meter funds in Little Italy

Possible uses for the parking meter funds in Little Italy are Self-Parking lots and a Community Valet service.

Update on residential parking program in Little Italy

A map of the proposed residential parking district was distributed to the Board.  Marco asked the Board to review and provide any feedback to the Association ASAP.  The district plan should be finalized by the end of November and implemented by February or March.

Italian Flag at Harbor House

The Italian Flag which was purchased by the Little Italy Association through a sponsorship by Frank Stiriti and flew in front of the Harbor House was stolen.  

COMMITTEE REPORTS
Organization Committee
October Treasurer report
Lou Palestini reported on the Income & Expense for October 2003.  Tom Di Zinno moved to adopt the Income & Expense report for October 2003.  Frank Stiriti seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor in adopt the October 2003 Income & Expense Report.

Selection of Development Committee Chairs

Based upon  Board authorization, Steve Galasso has selected Tom Zolezzi and Frank Busalacchi to Co-Chair the Development Committee for the Association.  Tony Cefalu moved to accept Tom Zolezzi and Frank Busalacchi as Co-Chairmen for the Development Committee.  Jim Barone seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.

Reaffirmation of fax vote on placement of Chalk Mural

Marco is seeking reaffirmation of the fax vote on placement of the Chalk Mural on the south side of the Nelson Photo building.  Jeanne Obenchain moved to reaffirm placement of the Chalk Mural on the south side of the Nelson Photo building.  Gregg Maslak seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.

CCAC Property/business seat opening

An election will be held for the CCAC within the next few days.  Marco asked that if anyone was interested in running for a seat on the CCAC to represent Little Italy to please come forward .  Anthony Napoli expressed interest in  running for the seat.

Promotions Committee

Cooperativo Update – Bill Stone

Bill Stone reported on the Cooperative which is being formed to organize the Community to solicit media.  A presentation will be rolled out to inform the Community of the project.

Holiday Tree Lighting

The Little Italy Holiday Tree lighting will take place on Saturday, December 6th.  Marco encouraged businesses and restaurants to stay open for the anticipated crowds.  Also, Marco asked  that if businesses  will  be decorating for the holiday to do so  before the Tree Lighting to add to the festivities of the street.  The Little Italy Maintenance crew can assist with lights if needed but an advance notice will be necessary.

Festa Task Force Work

The Festa Task Force met last week and are currently working on a “real” budget report,  this report will include “in-kind” costs.  The Task Force is looking for ways to increase Festa revenues.

Article on Cultural Tourism

An article written by Reint Reinders appeared in the San Diego Daily Transcript on 10/24/03 which spoke of the Little Italy Festa along with other events which took place in San Diego.

Other – San Diego Fires

Bill Stone spoke about the devastation that the East County suffered from the wildfires.  Bill suggested that Little Italy  adopt one of the communities which were hit the hardest by the fires.  After a brief discussion, it was agreed that the Association should try to help in some way, Marco suggested that the matter be sent to the Promotions Committee to come up with a proposal.

Piazza Basilone Committee

Dedication Date, November 4th – Program

Lou Palestini reported about the Piazza Basilone dedication which will take place today at 12 noon.

Rescue Mission

Update

Marco updated the Board on the Rescue Mission.

Community Advisory Board

Residential parking program meetings

The next meeting of the Community Advisory Board will take place on 11/22/03.

Focus Plan Task Force

Di Zinno/Stiriti findings

Tom Di Zinno spoke about the findings of their survey regarding the Focus Plan updates.  Both Tom and Frank spoke with 37 persons to find out what the Community vision was for the Focus Plan, their results were provided to the Board.  

Design Committee

Review of minutes
· Naming of public spaces as Piazzas/Creation of a Task Force:  Upon Marco’s suggestion, the Design Committee is recommending  view the naming of public spaces in Little Italy with different Piazza names.  Marco and Dino Cresci will constitute a task force to come up with name recommendations for the following areas:

a. Pop Out

b. Holiday Tree

c. Village Walk Fountain (with approval of their HOA)

d. India and Ivy (to Board for approval)

Once the names have been submitted by the Task Force and approved by the Design Committee, the names will be submitted for Board approval.

Banners for SD Museum of Art

The Association is working with the San Diego Museum of Art for their use of our banner brackets throughout the district.

Economic Restructuring
Trolley Article

An article appeared in the San Diego Union Tribune which reported a decrease in Trolley ridership due to an increase in fares.

Storm Water

Effective January 1, 2004, the City of San Diego will impose heavy fines to businesses that contribute to Storm Water Pollution via the Storm Drains.

Community Plan Update

Tom Fat reported on the Community Plan update.

Motion to adjourn
Jeanne Obenchain moved to adjourn the November Board meeting.  Dan Moceri seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor to adjourn the November Board meeting.  Meeting adjourned at 10:10a.m.

Next meeting
The next meeting will take place on Tuesday, December 2, 2003 at 8:30 a.m.

Minutes taken by Rosie DeLuca.
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