Little Italy Association





Board of Directors Meeting

Tuesday, October 14, 2003, 8:30 am 

Our Lady of the Rosary Parish Hall

Present
Jim Barone / Domenic Brunetto / Pat Brunetto / Frank Busalacchi / Tony Cefalu / Mario Cefalu / Dino Cresci / Tom Di Zinno / Tom Fat / Steven Galasso / Kara Galasso-Garcia / Tony Gaussoin / Sal Giametta / Larry Kuntz / Gregg Maslak / Mary Mitchell / Danny Moceri / Rita Monares / Anthony Napoli / Jeannie Obenchain / Ruben Padilla / Daniel Pond / Frank Stiriti / Tom Zolezzi

Excused Absence
Catherine Chester / Father Steven Grancini / John McGiff / Lou Palestini 

Un-excused Absence
Deborah Scott / Fred Oliver

Guests
Jan Wishnia, Resident / Jason Farran, County Supervisor Ron Roberts / Esther Finnigan, Resident / Bruce Getz, SDPD / Jen Shuttleton, It’s a Grind / Yana Shayne, Downtown News / Jerry Selby, CCDC / Brett Farrow, Resident / Bill Stone, Simply Italian

Staff
Marco Li Mandri, Shirley Zawadzki, Chris Gomez

Minutes 

The Chairman of the Board Steve Galasso called the meeting to order at 8:40 a.m.  Everyone present introduced themselves and then the meeting was turned over to the President, Marco Li Mandri. Greg Maslak moved to approve the September Board of Directors meeting minutes and Tom Di Zinno seconded the motion. The Board approved unanimously.

Community Reports

CCDC 

Jerry Selby reported on:

· Phase II: At final check by the City. Bids are to go out in January and construction to begin within two and half months

· Kettner Lights: Bids are scheduled to come in

· State & Elm: to go into review

· Residential Parking Program: Has been revised and ready for distribution

CCAC

Brett Farrow had nothing to report.

County Supervisor Ron Roberts
Jason Farron stated that Ron was out of the country and he had nothing to report.

SDPD
Officer Bruce Getz informed the group on the following:

· The FBI is hosting a seminar on art theft

· An assailant was caught in the attempted theft and attack with a deadly weapon at the Fellini Vintage store two days after the incident.

Washington Elementary School
Greg Maslak reported on the following:

· Last Wednesday the school held a community fair

· Chalk la Strada donated thirty-four spaces to the children at Washington

· Yana Shayne with Downtown News assisted in getting a story written about the community fair

· Thanked Anthony Napoli for olive oil project that raised over a thousand dollars for the school

District Updates
Bus Stop amendments
Marco reported that MTDB has responded to our questions and they are  not receptive to moving the bus stop to the corner of Beech and India Street. Marco stated that he will continue to work on it even if its to temporarily halt the India and Cedar Street stop temporarily for one to two years until there is a need.

Parking Meter Funds

The Little Italy staff is still working on the program. The program will consist of a way-finding system, community valet, shuttle and self-park system. We hope to have a report in November.

Newsrack Advertising
Marco informed the Board that the Association would be in violation of the municipal code if it began advertising behind the new green news rack on the corner of India and Date Street. He stated that Jerry Selby from CCDC was correct in informing us the law. Marco stated that we will try to amend the code so that a nonprofit corporation can advertise community events.

ABC Barrier Issue
Marco reported that San Diego is one of the only cities where restaurants need to have a rail outside of their restaurants in order to serve beer and wine. We will research other cities such as Los Angeles and San Francisco and find out way railings are not needed. We will ask ABC if Little Italy can be part of a pilot program to see if it could work in San Diego.

Little Italy Olive Oil
Anthony Napoli reported that the Little Italy Olive Oil program raised more than $2,000 at the Festa for Washington Elementary School. Anthony stated that he was very happy with the results and the next fund raiser will go to Our Lady of the Rosary.

NYC Vendor Article
For your information on page 16.

Organization Committee
Treasurers Report
Shirley Zawadzki gave the September income and expense report. She reported that the Association had received $38,860.25 in income.  She informed the Board that the income was mostly related to the Festa.  Expenses for September were at $90,842.29, Shirley stated that expenses were high due to the close completion of the Piazza project and the Festa. Dan Moceri moved to approve the September report and Jeannie Obenchain seconded the motion. The Board voted all in favor.

Development Committee
Marco informed the Board that the committee has not been formed because of the Festa and Piazza projects. He suggested that Steve Galasso designate an appointee to chair the committee. Sal Giametta moved to give Steve Galasso the authority to designate a chair for the development committee. Frank Busalacchi seconded the motion. The Board voted unanimously in favor.

CCAC Elections
The CCAC elections will be on November 19th. There is one seat open for business property owner in the Little Italy district.  The CCAC meets on the first Wednesday of every month and takes from four to five hours of involvement a month. Please fill out the attached form in the agenda and fax back to CCDC. The elections will be November 19th and the location to vote will be announced later.

Correspondences - For your information 

Downtown Docket - page 10

Our Lady of the Rosary Spaghetti Dinner - page 12

IACCW - page 13

BIDC - page 14

Promotions Committee
Cooperativo Publico
A meeting will be held today with Bill and Gayle Stone to meet with a consultant to discuss marketing Little Italy.

Holiday Tree Lighting
The Tree lighting will be held on December 6th at the corner of India and Date Street. Their will be refreshments and entertainment.

Festa Update
An article was written the day after the Festa in the Union Tribune. The Festa was successful with three entertainment stages, one hundred vendors, Chalk la Strada, the Alfa Romeo car show, Stickball and Bocce tournament.  We approximate that more than 80,000 people were in attendance.

Chalk la Strada
Phyllis Dorfman event organizer for Chalk la Strada thanked everyone for their support who donated with dinners, coffee and hotel rooms. She stated she had a successful event.

Piazza Update
The Piazza Basilone dedication is scheduled for November 4, 2003. Marco informed the Board that  Mayor Murphy, Supervisor Cox and Supervisor Roberts will be present at the dedication. He also informed the Board that Watt Communities has donated $5,000 to the project.

Rescue Mission
The Rescue Mission is still continuing with construction even though they are still under appeal.  

Community Advisory Board
The committee has not met because of Festa.  A meeting will be scheduled soon.

Focus Plan Task Force
Jim Barone informed the Board that the next meeting is scheduled for Monday, October 20th at 9:30 a.m.. They are currently reading the Plan and asking everyone on the committee to come back with revisions. A letter has been sent to Hal Sandler and Peter Hall informing them of the Associations request for revisions.  The Board was also informed that all future construction with a change in use north of Grape Street will no longer be allowed, according to the Airport Authority which claims to have jurisdiction. This issue will need to be resolved between CCDC, the City and the Airport Authority.

Economic Restructuring
County Parking Lot
The County has announced that they have appointed Davis and Davis the contract to design the County parking lot at Kettner and Cedar Street. The contract has already been executed and construction drawings should be for review by March 2004. The parking lot is scheduled to be open within eighteen to twenty-four months.

Downtown Community Plan
Joan Issacson was not present.

Next Meeting is scheduled for November 4th at 8:30 a.m.

The meeting adjourned at 10:15 a.m.
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