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Little Italy Association







Board of Directors Meeting - Orientation Session

August 5th 2003 - 8:30 a.m.

Our Lady of the Rosary Parish Hall

Present
Jim Barone / Domenic Brunetto / Pat Brunetto / Frank Busalacchi / Mario Cefalu / Tony Cefalu / Catherine Chester / Tom Di Zinno / Tom Fat / Steve Galasso / Kara Galasso-Garcia / Fr. Steve Grancini / Larry Kuntz / Gregg Maslak / John McIff / Danny Moceri / Rita Monares / Anthony Napoli / Jeannie Obenchain / Ruben Padilla / Daniel Franklin Pond / Deborah Scott / Frank Stiriti

Excused Absence
Dino Cresci / Tony Gaussoin / Mary Mitchell / Fred Oliver / Lou Palestini /  Tom or John Zolezzi

Guests
Jason Farran, Supervisor Ron Roberts / Yana Shayne, SD Downtown News / Esther Finnigan, resident / Sal Giametta, ConVis / Richard Tomasello, House of Italy / Risë Parberry, SD Watercolor Society / Jen Shuttleton, It’s a Grind / Bruce Getz, SDPD / Linda Mares, Radisson Hotel / Kelly Davison, Aegean Affair / Bill Stone, Simply Italian / Darlene & Carolyn Smith, Hart Hat Comm. / Sue Blackman, City of San Diego / Anna Stewart, resident 

Staff
Marco Li Mandri, Rosie DeLuca, Shirley Zawadzki

Minutes
The President of the Board Steve Galasso called the meeting to order at 8:35 a.m.  Introductions were made.  The meeting was then turned over to the President Marco Li Mandri.  Dan Moceri moved to approve the July Board minutes.  Frank Stiriti seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor to approve the July Board minutes.

Community Reports
SDPD
Bruce Getz reported on the crime activity in Little Italy.  Larceny crimes such as car prowls are up this year, but violent crime is still down.  

Business/Action Items
Community at Large Representative - Sal Giametta
The Organization Committee is recommending that Sal Giametta of ConVis be appointed to serve as one of the At Large reps to the Board.  Tom Fat moved to appoint Sal Giametta to serve on the Board of the Little Italy Association as a Community Advisory Board rep.  Tom Di Zinno seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.

Annual Dinner/OLR Donation - $200
Marco reviewed the Income and Expenses for the Annual Dinner and this years event generated net revenue for the Association.    In light of this fact, staff is recommending to the Board the Association grant $200 to Our Lady of the Rosary Church for the use of their hall.  Jeannie Obenchain moved to grant $200 to Our Lady of the Rosary for the hall use.  Gregg Maslak seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.

Festa Theme - The New World of Little Italy
The Promotions Committee recommends that the theme for this year’s Festa be “The New World of Little Italy”.  Tom Di Zinno moved to adopt “The New World of Little Italy” for the theme of this year’s Festa.  Frank Stiriti seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.

Encroachment Removal Permit
The City of San Diego will now require an Encroachment Maintenance and Removal Agreement for Phase II of the India Street improvements.  Marco, as President of the Association, has signed the agreement on behalf of Little Italy property owners to facilitate the capitol improvement project.  The project should be viewed as for benefit of the district, not individual property owners.  Catherine Chester moved to approve the Encroachment Maintenance and Removal Agreement as submitted to the City of San Diego.  Steve Galasso seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.

Correspondences
The following correspondences were sent and/or received:

· Letter received by Councilman Michael Zucchet informing the Association that he was able to secure and allocate $40,000 of CDBG funds for the Little Italy Association

· Letter send to David Allsbrook, CUP Hearing Officer in support of the 7-Eleven proposed for the corner of Kettner and Cedar

· Letter sent to Councilman Scott Peters thanking him for his support of the County Waterfront EIR which was before the Coastal Commission in June

· Letter sent to Supervisor Ron Roberts thanking him for his ongoing leadership regarding the build-out of the parking lots and the County Waterfront Park.

Rescue Mission
Marco informed the Board that it appears as if the proposed Rescue Mission is on hold.  Judge William Peterson ruled that the CUP is invalid since no EIR was filed.  The Rescue Mission must appeal.  If there is no resolution, the EIR must be fulfilled.  The Board held a discussion.  Most media has reported in favor of the Rescue Mission and the Board feels that the public needs to hear the facts about the Rescue Mission as proposed.  Tom Fat made a motion for Marco to write a letter to the Editor of the Union Tribune on behalf of the Little Italy Association which would explain why there is opposition to the Rescue Mission as proposed.  Steve Galasso seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.

Dan Whittaker updated the Board on the lawsuit filed against the proposed Rescue Mission.  Dan Whittaker and other concerned parties notified the Rescue Mission that they would be filing a law suit against the Rescue Mission as proposed.  They then met with the Rescue Mission before the hearing to let them know what their major concerns were with the Rescue Mission as proposed: street services, feeding lines, bathing and lockers.  The Rescue Mission declined to negotiate on any of these items.  The lawsuit was filed.  Judge Peterson found the CUP for the Rescue Mission invalid since no EIR was filed.  Also, the Rescue Mission would be in violation of the 1/4 mile rule (City Ordinance requires that different services for homeless be 1/4 mile apart from each other).  After the ruling, Dan Whittaker’s party set non-negotiable conditions for the Rescue Mission in order to dismiss the lawsuit:

· No Street Services

· No service to pedophiles (they must screen)

· No record of Senior abuse

· Neighborhood Security with 1/4 mile radius of Rescue Mission

· Reimburse plaintiffs for out-of-pocket legal fees in the amount of $180,000

The Board of the Rescue Mission met last night, Dan is still awaiting to hear the outcome of the meeting and if they signed off on conditions.

Focus Plan Update
Marco informed the Board that the current Focus Plan for the Little Italy district is outdated.  The designs outlined in the plan need updating.  The Board has previously voted to update the Focus Plan with the CDBG funds granted for FY 2003/04 in the amount of $40,000.  The updated Focus Plan will deal with all design aspects in the Little Italy district.  A Focus Plan Committee will be formed and a Chairperson must be assigned.  The Organization Committee has recommended Jim Barone to appointed as Chairman to the Focus Plan Committee.  Gregg Maslak moved to appoint Jim Barone as Chairman to the Focus Plan Committee.  Tom Fat seconded the motion.  A brief discussion followed.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.  

Labor Day Stickball Tournament

Tom Di Zinno updated the Board on the Stickball Tournament which will take place here in Little Italy over the Labor Day weekend.

Concierge Tour
A tour of Little Italy was organized by Bill & Gayle Stone and the Association for Concierge of area hotels.  The tour lasted almost three hours and was a great success.

Board Orientation
Funding Sources of Association
Marco reviewed the funding sources to the Little Italy Association.  These sources include BID funds, MAD Assessments, Festa/Special Events income, Other Misc. income, Piazza Basilone donations, Grants, and proposed parking meter funds.

Organizational Chart
A flow chart of the Little Italy Association was provided to the Board.

Staff and Board/Committees
A flow chart of New City America, staff to the Little Italy Association, was provided to the Board.

Annual Budget Approval
Marco reviewed the projected Annual Budget for the FY 2003/2004.  Pat Brunetto moved to adopt the proposed annual budget.  Deborah Scott seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.

Shirley Zawadzki reviewed the July Income and Expense report.  Deborah Scott moved to adopt the July Income and Expense report.  Fr. Steve Grancini seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.

Water Department Presentation - Sue Blackman
Sue Blackman updated the Board on the Water and Sewer Main replacements to take place here in Little Italy.  The time line on the project was reviewed and Sue indicated that they are working with CCDC so the streets will not be resurfaced from Phase II, then torn up again for the water & sewer main replacements.

Since the business owners at the North End of Little Italy will be affected by construction for an extended period of time, it was suggested that a Phase II Task Force be created so the Board can delegate any decisions to the affected business owners.  Affected business owners seated on board are as follows:

· Tom Di Zinno

· Jim Barone

· Domenic Brunetto

· Catherine Chester

· Dan Pond

Sal Giametta moved to create a Phase II Task Force.  Catherine Chester seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.  The Phase II Task Force will meet this afternoon to discuss and decide upon the construction schedule.

Next two meetings:
Tuesday, September 9th
Tuesday, October 14th
Motion to adjourn:
Catherine Chester moved to adjourn the August Board meeting.  Jim Barone seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.  Meeting adjourned at 10:17 a.m.

Minutes taken by Rosie DeLuca.
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