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Little Italy Association
Board of Directors Meeting

July 1, 2003 - 8:30 a.m.

Our Lady of the Rosary Parish Hall

Present
Pat Brunetto / Frank Busalacchi / Mario Cefalu / Tony Cefalu, / Catherine Chester / Dino Cresci / Tom Di Zinno / Tom Fat / Kara Galasso-Garcia, / Tony Gaussoin / Fr. Steve Grancini / Larry Kuntz / Gregg Maslak / John McIff / Mary Mitchell, / Danny Moceri / Rita Monares / Anthony Napoli / Fred Oliver / Ruben Padilla, / Lou Palestini / Deborah Scott / Frank Stiriti / Tom or John Zolezzi

Excused Absence
Steve Galasso / Jim Barone / Domenic Brunetto / Daniel Franklin Pond

Unexcused Absence
Jeannie Obenchain 

Guests
Tony Lipka / Jesse Navarro, District Attorney / Bruce Getz, SDPD / Jen Shuttleton, It’s A Grind Coffee House / Don Mullen, Council District 2 / Danielle Gisclair, Art Walk / Nancy Nichols, The Waterfront / Susan Armenta, Monarch School / Shirley Altieri, resident / Vito Altieri, resident / Melissa Mate, Downtown News / Michael Bova, West Coast Wellness / Jerry Selby, CCDC / Esther Finnigan / Yana Shayne, Downtown News / Jason Farran, Supervisor Ron Roberts / Stephanie Odell, Downtown News / Bill Stone, Simply Italian / Robert Marino

Staff
Marco Li Mandri, Rosie DeLuca

Minutes
The Vice President of the Board Dan Moceri called the meeting to order at 8:40 a.m.  Introductions were made.  The meeting was then turned over to the President Marco Li Mandri.  Catherine Chester moved to approve the June Board minutes.  Dan Moceri seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor to approve the June Board minutes.

COMMUNITY REPORTS
SDPD
Dave Collins from the SDPD Graffiti Task Force spoke to the Board.  Dave advised Board members not to approach “taggers” as many carry weapons.  Please call (858) 573-5009 to report activity.  Bruce Getz updated the Board on the activities which have taken place in Little Italy.  Bruce also informed the Board about the 4th Annual “National Night Out” which is an anti-crime walk to take place on August 5th.

CCDC
Jerry Selby reported on the current CCDC projects in Little Italy:

· Phase II of India Street improvements - Still in the City, should be through soon.

· Street lighting on Kettner - moving forward

District II
Don Mullen gave an update on the Parking Meter issue. The proposed parking meter increase to $1.60 received a negative response so the compromise was an increase to $1.25 per hour.  There will also be a $5.00 increase on parking citations not regulated by the State of California.  A Parking Task Force was created which will include rep’s from all three parking districts.   Steve Galasso was recommended as the Business Owner Rep. to Little Italy.  Steve Galasso reminded the Board that the Association is not in support of the parking meter rate increase, rather the installation of new parking meters in other business districts throughout the City.

Supervisor Ron Roberts
Jason Farran reported on the following:

· County Park - The Coastal Commission has approved the County Park.  Jason thanked the Association for the letter written in support of the project as this helped to gain support in favor of the Park.

· A “Wall of Heroes” will be constructed to remember community members who have gone to war.  Jason asked all to forward any photos to him that can be used in the project.

· The State of California asked the County of San Diego to assist them with the State Budget.

Washington Elementary School
Gregg Maslak gave an update on the activities of Washington Elementary School.

District Updates
Firehouse Museum parking
The employees at the Firehouse Museum are currently using driveways for parking.  The empty lot next to the Museum may be converted to a parking lot for their use.

Arborist
An Arborist examined all trees in the district and provided a written report with recommendations.

Diagonal parking efforts
The diagonal parking should be in place on Kettner Blvd. within 3-4 weeks.

Report from Nominations/Organization Committee, Residential Tenant Nominees:
Two people have expressed interest in being the appointed Residential Tenant reps on the Board.  The two nominees included: Gregg Maslak, and Kara Galasso-Garcia, both of the Villa Maria complex.

Gregg Maslak - The Organization Committee recommends that Gregg Maslak be appointed as a Residential Tenant representative to the Little Italy Association.  Dan Moceri moved to appoint Gregg Maslak to the Little Italy Association Board as a Residential Tenant Rep.  Frank Stiriti seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.

Kara Galasso-Garcia - The Organization Committee recommends that Kara Galasso-Garcia be appointed as a Residential Tenant representative to the Little Italy Association.  Tom Di Zinno moved to appoint Kara Galasso-Garcia to the Little Italy Association Board as a Residential Tenant Rep.  Deborah Scott seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.

There are now 29 Little Italy Board members and the quorum is at 15.

Community At-Large Reps, nominations
Any recommendations for Community At-Large Reps should be submitted to the Organization Committee for review.

COMMITTEE REPORTS
Organization Committee
June Treasurer report
Lou Palestini reported on the Income & Expense for June 2003 and also on the end of the year numbers.  Larry Kuntz moved to adopt the Income & Expense report for June 2003.  Frank Stiriti seconded the motion. The Board voted unanimously in favor in adopt the June 2003 Income & Expense Report.

Organization Committee minutes
Board Orientation for August meeting
The Organization Committee recommends that the Board members, and community, be invited to a special Board meeting dedicated only to an orientation of the terms, concepts and budget.  The Organization Committee recommends that the August Board meeting be dedicated to this orientation.  Lou Palestini moved that the August Board meeting be held as an orientation.  Catherine Chester seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.

Annual Dinner date - July 23rd
The Organization Committee recommends that the annual dinner be held on July 23rd, 2003 at Our Lady of the Rosary from 6:30 - 8:30 p.m.  Tom Di Zinno moved to hold the annual dinner on July 23rd.  Ruben Padilla seconded the motion.  A brief discussion followed.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.
Budget review process

The new budget will be presented to the Board in August.

Newsletter

The Spring/Summer edition of the Little Italy newsletter will be out for circulation within 1 week.

Correspondence

A letter was received by Council member Brian Maienschein informing the Little Italy Association that he was able to secure and allocate $7,500 of CDBG funds toward the Little Italy Association.

Promotions Committee

Roberts/Cox Festa donation
County Supervisor Ron Roberts and Greg Cox have awarded the Little Italy Association $4,800 towards the 9th Annual Little Italy Festa.

Approved list of City events
A list of approved BID events was and related SDPD costs was distributed to the Board for information purposes.

July 4th Contribution / Fireworks on the Bay
The Promotions Committee is recommending that the Little Italy Association sponsor the YMCA for their Annual Big Bay July 4th Fireworks show.  Catherine Chester moved to support the YMCA for the Fireworks show.  Gregg Maslak seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.

Opera Insert
A flier on Little Italy was inserted into the latest Opera magazine.

Piazza Basilone Committee

Update on Finances: Corporate sponsors
Lou Palestini updated the Board on the list of Corporate Sponsors for the Piazza Basilone.

Opening
The target is Labor Day for opening the Piazza Basilone.

Reformat corporate contributions
Since several Corporate sponsorships have come in at $2,500, the display of corporate contributions have been reformatted:

· $10,000 - 12x12 Tile

· $5,000 - 6x12 Tile

· $2,500 - $4,999 Bronze plaque on pillar

Design Committee

First Newsrack Installation

The first Newsrack has been installed in Little Italy at the corner of India & Date Streets, in front of the Princess Pub & Grill.  The Newsrack contains four paid and four unpaid publication slots.  If the demand is great then we will expand Newsracks to other locations.

Gateway Signs
Gateways signs have been planned for the district, the first to go in near the Studio Building on Kettner Blvd.  The design will be revisited at the August Board orientation.

Banners
Solicitation letters went out for the new Italian Art & Science Banners.
Rescue Mission

Report on meeting
Larry Kuntz gave a brief update to the Board on the proposed Rescue Mission.

Community Advisory Board

Residential Parking Plan approval
A preliminary map was provided to the Board showing the designation of parking spaces in the district.  Marco asked the Board to approve the map conceptually and gave Board members and guests one week to provide feedback.  Gregg Maslak moved to approve the Residential Parking plan as mapped out conceptually, Dan Moceri seconded the motion.  A brief discussion followed.  Jerry Selby informed the Board that the plan will be reviewed again in two years.  The Board voted unanimously in favor of the Residential parking plan.

Economic Restructuring
7/Eleven
A 7-Eleven is proposed to go into the Doma Project at 1670 Kettner Blvd.

North Embarcadero/Coastal Commission

Tom Fat reported on the meeting of the Coastal Commission regarding the County Park.  The Coastal Commission approved the County Park with conditions.  Tom mentioned that we need to be cautious about groups in Little Italy who say they “represent” Little Italy as they can be misleading.

Motion to adjourn
Catherine Chester moved to adjourn the July Board meeting.  Ruben Padilla seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor to adjourn the July Board meeting.  Meeting adjourned at 10:14 a.m.

Next meeting
August Board Orientation meeting will take place on Tuesday, August 5th, 2003 at 8:30 a.m.

Minutes taken by Rosie DeLuca.
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