Little Italy Association
Board of Directors Meeting

June 3, 2003 - 8:30 a.m.

Our Lady of the Rosary Parish Hall

Present
Tom Di Zinno, Di Zinno Thompson / Lou Palestini, San Diego National Bank / Frank Stiriti, Vulcan Steam & Sauna, Inc. / Tony Cefalu, Zagarella’s Restaurant / Dan Moceri, Filippi’s Pizza Grotto / Larry Kuntz, Nelson Photo Supplies / Fr. Steven Grancini, Our Lady of the Rosary / Mario Cefalu, Solunto’s Bakery & Deli / Catherine Chester, Little Italy Antiques & Repair / Tom Fat, Fat City Steakhouse / Steve Galasso, Caffe Italia / Ruben Padilla, Mexican American Insurance Agency / Domenic Brunetto, Mona Lisa Restaurant & Deli / Pat Brunetto, American Linen

Excused
Dino Cresci, Gargoyle Café / Deborah Scott, Indigo Grill 

Absent
Dan Pond, India Street Antiques 

Guests
Tom Zolezzi, Zolezzi Ent / Jim Barone, Barone Galasso & Assoc / Kara Galasso-Garcia, Barone  Galasso & Assoc / Anthony Napoli, Anthony Napoli Real Estate Group / Vito Altieri, resident / Duane Shinnick, Silldorf & Shinnick / Jason Farran, Supervisor Ron Roberts / Melissa Mate, Downtown News / Rita Monares, Interior Architecture / Jerry Selby, CCDC / Gregg Maslak, Face It Clothing / Twyla Cecil, Cecil’s Photography / Jeanne Obenchain, Bella Stanza / Mary Mitchell, resident / Don Mullen, Council District 2 / Linda Mares, Radisson Hotel Harbor View / Frank Busalacchi, Café Zucchero / Jon Cady, Ortiz Corporation / Aida Banghart, Ortiz Corporation / Darlene Smith, Hard Hat Communications, Carolyn Smith, Hard Hat Communications / Sue Blackman, City of San Diego / Lubna Ariket, City of San Diego 

Staff
Marco Li Mandri, Rosie DeLuca, Shirley Zawadzki

Minutes
The Chairman of the Board Steve Galasso called the meeting to order at 8:37 a.m.  Introductions were made.  The meeting was then turned over to the President Marco Li Mandri.  Catherine Chester moved to approve the May Board minutes.  Dan Moceri seconded the motion.  Catherine Chester stated that she was not present at the May Board meeting but was listed with the Board members in attendance.  The Board voted unanimously in favor to approve the May Board minutes with Catherine’s amendment.

COMMUNITY REPORTS
CCDC
Jerry Selby reported on the current CCDC projects in Little Italy:

· Phase II of India Street improvements - Will be out of the City before June and the bid should be out in July.  They will be ready to move forward in the late fall.  CCDC could run into budget deficit if the State cuts redevelopment funds.

· Street lighting on Kettner - moving forward

· State & Elm - Working on the intersection in front of Washington Elementary School to make safer.  It should be under construction by next summer.

· Residential Parking - Met with the Community Advisory Board, they will be back on 6/14  with revisions and project will go back to the board in Sept and to Agency in October.

District II
Don Mullen, Senior Policy Advisor to Council Member Michael Zucchet introduced himself to the Board.  Council Member Zucchet has appointed Don to a new position as BID Coordinator.  This will  coordinate activities and bring more resources to the BIDs.  His direct line is (619) 236-7025 if you have any questions.

SDPD
Bruce Getz updated the Board on the activities which have taken place in Little Italy.

Washington Elementary School
Gregg Maslak gave an update on the activities of Washington Elementary School.

District Updates
Parking District Update/CCDC, letter to Frank Alessi
Staff is working with Frank Alessi on the proposed Little Italy Parking District.

Bus Stops, proposed removal
Staff is working with Jason Farron from the County of San Diego to have certain Little Italy bus stops removed, relocated or concentrated.

Letter to Mayor on Parking Meter increases
A letter was written by the Association to Mayor Dick Murphy stating its extreme opposition to the proposal by the City Manager to increase hourly parking meter rates from $1.00 to $1.60.  A suggesting was put forth that 5,000 parking meters be installed in business districts currently proving free on-street parking.

Report from Nominations/Organization Committee, results of slate response
Number of returned slate endorsements
Tom Di Zinno reported that 53 property owners and 44 business owners totaling 97 returned the slate endorsements.

Number of write ins
There were a total of (2) write ins.

Motion to accept new Board members in allocated slots
Steve Galasso moved to accept the new Board members in allocated slots.  Dan Moceri seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.

Process for appointing Community At Large and Residential Tenant seats - send to Nominations/Organization Committee
Tom Di Zinno moved to authorize appointment of the Community At Large and Residential Tenant seats to the Organization Committee.  Frank Stiriti seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.

Issue of quorum, reiteration of unexcused absence policy
With the new Board in place, a quorum of 14 Board members at this point must be present at each Board meeting.  If a Board member has 3 or more unexcused absences they will be automatically removed from the Board.

Board orientation meeting once new appointees are made
Once the Community At Large and Residential Tenant seats have been appointed a Board Orientation meeting will take place.

Reelection of Current Officers
Larry Kuntz moved to reelect the current officers to their positions.  Frank Stiriti seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.

COMMITTEE REPORTS
Organization Committee
May Treasurer report
Shirley Zawadzki reported on the Income & Expense for May 2003..  Lou Palestini moved to adopt the Income & Expense report for May 2003.  Fr. Steve Grancini seconded the motion.  A brief discussion followed.  The Board voted unanimously in favor in adopt the May 2003 Income & Expense Report.

Renewal of New City America contract through June 30, 2006
A Special Board Meeting took place where the New City America contract was discussed and reviewed.  The Board voted unanimously in favor to renew the New City America contract through June 30, 2006.

CDBG allocation from Councilman Zucchet for Conceptual Plan 

Councilman Michael Zucchet awarded the Little Italy Association $40,000 from the CDBG FY 03/04 Grant funds.  These funds will go towards the Little Italy Conceptual Plan.

CDBG allocation from Councilman Mainschein for Conceptual Plan 

Councilman Brian Mainschein awarded the Little Italy Association $7,500 from the CDBG FY 03/04 Grant funds.  These funds will also go towards the Little Italy Conceptual Plan.

Budget review process - June through Org Committee
The Budget review process will take place in June through the Organization Committee.

Correspondences
A letter was written to the Association by Robert Marino.

Promotions Committee

Review of minutes
Marco reviewed the minutes from the Promotions Committee which took place on May 30, 2003.

Festa Task Force
Review of minutes
The minutes from the Festa Task Force meeting were reviewed.  

Festa Task Force first meeting/suggested theme
The tentative theme for this years Festa will be “The New Neighborhood or New World in Little Italy”.

San Diego Magazine acknowledgment
San Diego Magazine acknowledges the “best of” in their magazine.  This year they acknowledged the Little Italy Festa as the Best Ethnic Festa and Anthony Napoli’s billboard over Café Zucchero as the Best Billboard.

Piazza Basilone Committee

Update on finances: Corporate Sponsors
Lou Palestini acknowledged the Corporate Sponsors for the Piazza Basilone fountain.

Expansion of family tiles to 138, 110 sold
Currently, 110 Piazza Family Tiles have been sold at $500 per tile.  The maximum number of Family Tiles that we can sell is 138, the rest should be sold within a few weeks.

Dedication date
The Piazza Basilone fountain will be dedicated around Labor Day.

Report from last meeting, comments on community flier
Lou Palestini gave a brief update on the last meeting of the Piazza Basilone Committee.

Design Committee

Review of minutes
Marco gave a brief update on the last meeting of the Design Committee.

Location of Gateway Signs: Three priorities
The priority locations for the installation of the first gateway signs previously approved by the Committee are as follows: 1) Kettner and Kalmia, next to Studio Building 2) Cedar and Union, south side of street 3) Grape Street, south side between California and Kettner
Location of News racks
The priority locations for the first news racks are 1) Southeast Corner of India and Date Streets 2) Grape and India, northeast corner
Rescue Mission

Report on Meeting
Larry Kuntz reported on the last meeting of the Rescue Mission Task Force.  They are trying to get a base survey out for the area to see where impact is greatest.  Also, they are encouraging the liquor store owners in the area to attend the meetings.
Community Advisory Board

Poll of employers on India, Ash to Hawthorn
Business employees are those who will be most impacted by the creation of the Residential Parking Permit Plan.  Employers on India from Ash to Hawthorn Streets were polled to come up with the total number of employees.  Around 600 employees work on India Street alone.

Recommendations of the Committee
1. No visitor permit will be allowed under the program

2. Residential parking permits will be issued only to those vehicles registered with a Little Italy address

3. Business owners will be entitled to one parking permit per business

4. The annual cost, as determined by the City, is estimated to be $14.00 per year per vehicle

5. There will be two designated regulated parking standards in Little Italy:

5. Two hour metered parking in which all visitors and residents must pay

5. Two hour unmetered which will allow for commuter turnover or 72 hour residential parking

5. The colored zones (commercial, handicapped, 15/30 minute, passenger)

6. Some   type of public funded parking reservoir must be established besides the County parking structure at Kettner and Cedar.

Next meeting
The next meeting of the Community Advisory Board is scheduled for Saturday, June 14th at 9:00 a.m.

Economic Restructuring
North Embarcadero Plan
Tom Fat updated the Board on the North Embarcadero Plan.  Tom reiterated the importance of Little Italy’s support to the County on the project.  Tom is seeking approval to write a letter to the Coastal Commission supporting the County Park.  Frank Stiriti moved to write the letter to the Coastal Commission supporting the County Park.  Dan Moceri seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.

Workers’ Comp issue
Workers’ Compensation premiums in California have been growing rapidly, making the state the most expensive market in the country.

Other
Steering Committee
Meetings of the City of San Diego’s Steering Committee regarding the Urbanization of Downtown San Diego and Zoning  & Land Use in the area have been taking place but members of the Little Italy Association have not been present at these meetings.  Larry Kuntz moved that we request Consultants of the Steering Committee come to a meeting of the Little Italy Association to give a presentation to the Board.  Ruben Padilla seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.

San Diego Water Utilities presentation
A presentation was given to the Board by the Water Utilities Department regarding the Water & Sewer Main replacements which will take place here in Little Italy.  Marco requested that the City coordinate the Water & Sewer replacement with Phase II of the India Street improvements.

Motion to adjourn
Steve Galasso moved to adjourn the June Board meeting.  Dan Moceri seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor to adjourn the June Board meeting.  Meeting adjourned at 10:14 a.m.

Next meeting
The next meeting will take place on Tuesday, July 1st, 2003 at 8:30 a.m.

Minutes taken by Rosie DeLuca.
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