Little Italy Association
Board of Directors Meeting

December 3, 2002 - 8:30 a.m.

Our Lady of the Rosary Parish Hall

Present
Tom Di Zinno, Di Zinno Thompson / Deborah Scott, Indigo Grill / Lou Palestini, San Diego National Bank / Frank Stiriti, Vulcan Steam & Sauna, Inc. / Tony Cefalu, Zagarella’s Restaurant / Dino Cresci, Gargoyle Café / Domenic Brunetto, Mona Lisa Restaurant & Deli / Dan Moceri, Filippi’s Pizza Grotto / Larry Kuntz, Nelson Photo Supplies / Fr. Steven Grancini, Our Lady of the Rosary / Mario Cefalu, Solunto’s Bakery & Deli / Catherine Chester, Little Italy Antiques & Repair / Tom Fat, Fat City Steakhouse /

Steve Galasso, Caffe Italia /

Excused
Pat Brunetto, American Linen / Dan Pond, India Street Antiques 

Absent
Ruben Padilla, Mexican American Insurance Agency
Guests
Assemblyman Howard Wayne, Danielle Gisclair, Artwalk / Jason Farran, Chairman Roberts office / Ray Ashton, Maritime Museum / Bob Dilworth, Maritime Museum / Kara Galasso-Garcia, Barone Galasso & Associates / Jeanne Obenchain, Bella Stanza / Jen Shuttleon, It’s A Grind Coffee House / April A. Rohn, Marketing consultant / Anthony Napoli, Keller Williams Realty / Cornelius Struck, University of Freiburg (Germany) / Mary Carreon, Radisson Hotel / Carilu Gomez, Radisson Hotel Harbor View / Lauren McNelly, Barker Walters / Gregg Maslak, Face It Clothing / Bruce Getz, SDPD / Jerry Selby, CCDC 

Staff
Marco Li Mandri, Shirley Zawadzki, Rosie DeLuca

COMMUNITY REPORTS
Assemblyman Howard Wayne
Marco introduced Assemblyman Howard Wayne to the Board and thanked the Assemblyman for all of the time and effort that he has put into the Little Italy district.  Howard Wayne spoke of his efforts regarding highway sign designation for Little Italy as an official cultural district.

Councilman Zucchet
Manny Delgado introduced himself as the Little Italy representative for Michael Zucchet.  Manny’s phone number is 619-236-6622.

SDPD
Bruce Getz gave updated the Board on activity in Little Italy.

Washington Elementary School
Gregg Maslak thanked the persons who helped Washington Elementary with their first Community Forum.

CCDC
Jerry Selby reported:

· Phase II is now in the City, they are working through several problematic items.  Construction is expected to begin in the spring, CCDC will try to coordinate the project around Little Italy events.  The project should take 6-8 months.

· Construction of Kettner Street Lights from Ash - Laurel should begin next month.

COMMITTEE REPORTS
Organization Committee
November’s Treasurer report
Lou Palestini reported on the Income & Expense for November 2002.  Steve Galasso moved to approve the Income & Expense report for November, 2002.  Larry Kuntz seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor to approve the November Income & Expense report.

Letter to Byron Wear
A letter was sent to Byron wear thanking him for his eight-years of service and wishing him luck in the future.

K Hallahan letter
Kathleen Hallahan wrote a letter to the Board about the newsletter article concerning the proposal to change of Hawthorne Street to Little Italy Way.

Monarch School request 

Monarch School wrote to Little Italy requesting a donation for their school.  Catherine Chester asked if LIA could make a donation.  Marco responded that as a corporation, LIA should not make private donations as other may scrutinize.  However, he encouraged individual members of the Board and audience to make contributions.

Washington School need for uniforms
Washington Elementary school provides uniforms to their students in need. Gregg Maslak informed the Board that the school is trying to raise $1,500.00 for uniforms and asked the Board if they could help with a donation.  Marco again mentioned that LIA should not make private donations, but encouraged all individuals present to donate. 

CCDC/Rail Grade separation 

On 12/6/02, CCDC will host a free workshop on Railroad Grade-Separation in Downtown San Diego,  The purpose of the workshop is to begin the discussion of the issues posed by the on-grade tracks.

CCAC Elections
The results of the CCAC elections are:

· Jim Brown - Business Owner (incumbant)

· Bret Farrow - Residential Tenant

· Nick Watson - Residential Owner-Occupant

The new CCAC members will be a part of the LIA Community Advisory Board (CAB).

Rescue Mission
Petition Drive
Marco gave a recap on the Rescue Mission petition process, 1,400 signatures were collected in 6 days.

Presentation and City Council vote
Channel 10 Editorial

Little Italy Editorial reply

Editorial in Union Tribune

At City Council, Mayor Dick Murphy had opposition go first, supporters went second

No EIR was given, no research on a High-density facility in neighborhood

Rescue Mission heavily petition Christians in San Diego

Final Vote 9-0 in favor of the Rescue Mission project

IAAF Letter to Council
A letter was written to the San Diego City Council by IAAF commending the city for its decision to establish the San Diego Rescue Mission.  The IAAF declared their “willingness to act as liaison between the Mission and the Italian American community”.

Community Advisory Board
Residential and business parking plan, approval process
A LIA Parking Task Force has been formed.  The recommendation process will be from Parking Task force -> Community Advisory Board -> ER Committee -> Board.

Design Committee
Meeting on December 11th
A Design meeting will take place on December 11th, the topics will be news racks, placement of the Chalk Mural and the Precious Cheese Grant.

Promotions Committee
Holiday tree lighting
The Little Italy holiday tree lighting will take place on Saturday, December 7th at the corner of India and Date streets.  All are encouraged to attend.

Mercato Task force
The Mercato Task force has not recently met, meetings will resume after the Piazza completion.

Piazza Basilone
Status
The Piazza Basilone plan should come out of the City soon.  The Committee will meet this week to discuss the RFP.

Economic Restructuring
North Embarcadero Update
Tom Fat updated the Board on the North Embarcadero project.

Bob Dilworth/Maritime Museum Proposal

The Maritime Museum is planning on restoring two historic fishing boats and is looking for a location in Little Italy for the project.  Tom Di Zinno moved to work with the Maritime Museum in finding a location in Little Italy for the fishing boat restoration project.  Dino Cresci seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.  Locations to be investigated include Amici Park and some single block streets.

Density of Downtown
CCDC has released a study comparing downtown San Diego to seven other downtowns of waterfront cities in North America..  San Diego’s downtown is the third-largest of the group in land area, but has the lowest residential and office space density.

Water break on Columbia/Letter to Zucchet
A water break occurred on Thanksgiving day which took the Water Utilities department almost 2 hours to respond to.  Marco would like an investigation done as to why it took so long for the Water Utilities department to respond.  Danny Moceri moved to write a letter to Michael Zucchet requesting that an investigation take place.  Tom Di Zinno seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.  The Organization Committee will review the letter before sending out.

Intern work
LIA has two interns from UCSD which have been working on the investigation of bus stops, residential population and a zip code customer base.

Other
Letter to Board by Mario Cefalu
Marco read a letter to the Board written by Board member, Mario Cefalu.  Mario expressed concerns about the Little Italy Association and the direction that the Board is going in.  A discussion took place.  Tom Di Zinno spoke about how the area has changed and the organization must change with the area.  The Board all reaffirmed support of Marco as the President and in the direction that the Little Italy Association is moving.

Motion to adjourn
Tom Di Zinno moved to adjourn the December Board meeting.  Dan Moceri seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor to adjourn the December Board meeting.  Meeting adjourned at 10:24 a.m.

Minutes taken by Rosie DeLuca.
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