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Board of Directors Meeting

October 8, 2002 - 8:30 a.m.

Our Lady of the Rosary Parish Hall
Present
Pat Brunetto, American Linen / Steve Galasso, Caffe Italia / Tom Di Zinno, Di Zinno Thompson / Dan Pond, India Street Antiques / Deborah Scott, Indigo Grill / / Lou Palestini, San Diego National Bank / Frank Stiriti, Vulcan Steam & Sauna, Inc. / Tony Cefalu, Zagarella’s Restaurant / Dino Cresci, Gargoyle Café / Domenic Brunetto, Mona Lisa Restaurant & Deli / Dan Moceri, Filippi’s Pizza Grotto / Ruben Padilla, Mexican American Insurance Agency / Larry Kuntz, Nelson Photo Supplies / Fr. Steven Grancini, Our Lady of the Rosary / Mario Cefalu, Solunto’s Bakery & Deli

Excused
Catherine Chester, Little Italy Antiques & Repair / Tom Fat, Fat City Steakhouse 

Guest
Phyllis Dorfman, Chalk “La Strada” / Rose Grant, Writer & Artist / Angela LoCoco, New York Life Ins. Co. / Dave Rodriguez, San Diego Metropolitan / Kara Galasso-Garcia, Barone Galasso & Assoc., Inc. / Jason Farran, Chairman Ron Robert’s office / Pasquale Ioele / Jen Shuttleton, It’s a Grind Coffee House / Risë Parberry, San Diego Watercolor Society / Jon Correll, Residence Inn by Mariott / Mike Scacco, Alsco Linen - General Manager / Tatiana Casavantes, Mayor Dick Murphy’s office / Anthony Napoli, Keller Williams Realty / Bruce Getz, SDPD / Gregg Maslak, Face It Clothing 

Staff
Marco Li Mandri, Shirley Zawadzki, Rosie DeLuca

Minutes
The Chairman of the Board Steve Galasso called the meeting to order at 8:38 a.m. Steve asked everyone to introduce themselves.  The meeting was turned over to the President, Marco LiMandri.  Fr. Steven Grancini moved to approve the September minutes.  Frank Stiriti seconded the motion.  The board voted in favor to approve the September minutes, Steve Galasso abstained.

Community Reports
SDPD
Bruce Getz reported that the SDPD has taken action in reference to Washington School.  They contacted Cal-Trans who then came out and cleared out all of the paraphernalia left behind by the homeless people.  This may prevent them from returning to that particular location.  Also, there are a few more officers on patrol here in Little Italy.

Washington Elementary
Gregg Maslak reported that Washington Elementary has experienced a problem with the homeless in front of the school as well as behind the school which was reported at the previous board meeting.  The school will continue to work with the SDPD to stay on top of the situation.

Assemblyman Howard Wayne’s office
Fred Gilbert reported on senate bill #ACR204 which designates exits on I-5 to identify Little Italy.  He stated that Little Italy will need to be designated as a Historic District to take advantage of that signage.

COMMITTEE REPORTS
Organization Committee
Treasurer’s Report
Lou Palestini reported on the Income & Expense report for September, 2002.  Dan Moceri moved to approve the Income & Expense report for September, 2002.  Larry Kuntz seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor to approve the September Income & Expense report.

Newsletter
7,000 copies of the Fall Newsletter were printed, almost all have been distributed.

Debate of District 2 Candidates
Marco reported that there was a less than desirable turnout for the Debate of the District 2 Candidates.  He informed the Board that Little Italy will gain from either candidate since both have spoken against the Rescue Mission CUP and support the Little Italy revitalization. 

Appointment of Holly Saenz as rep for “Less than 10-year” open seat
The Organization Committee has recommended Holly Saenz as the rep for the “Less than 10year” open seat on the Community Advisory Board.  Tom Di Zinno moved to approve Holly Saenz as the representative.  Frank Stiriti seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.

Update on Airport Restaurant CUP - Dan Pond
A letter was written to David Gardener, Associate Planner of CCDC, in reference to the Conditional Use Permit for the Airport Restaurant.  The letter expresses concerns with regard to the proposed use of the Airport Restaurant at Kalmia and India Streets.  The letter also states that while the Association supports the expansion of retail use in the northern section of Little Italy, Little Italy is not an entertainment district, but rather a neighborhood.  After a discussion, Tom Di Zinno moved to have Dan Pond and Gordon Menzie work with the ABC to build a strategy on the CUP.  Dan Pond seconded the motion.  Another discussion took place.  Larry Kuntz was not in support of a revised letter going out which would represent the will of the Board without being able to review the letter first.  Tom Di Zinno amended the motion so that the Board members would be notified via fax or delivery of the revised letter to the ABC.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.

Discussion on Casbah Bar
Gordon Menzie informed the Board that he has had meetings with both the owner and manager of the Casbah and they have been very supportive and receptive the resolve the problem.  Marco added that the new LIA Security staff will patrol the area on Thursday, Friday and Saturday nights.

Piazza Basilone
Status, Julio Fuentes letter
A letter was received by Julio Fuentes, Senior Traffic Engineer from the City of San Diego supporting the Association’s request to establish angle parking and one-way street on the 600 block of West Fir Street.  They will proceed with a request for Council Action that will be brought to the City Council for final decision.

Promotions Committee
Festa Update
Shirley Zawadzki gave an update to the Board on the Festa and sponsorships received to date.

Opera Proposal
The Promotions Committee is recommending a program proposed by Tom Di Zinno in which the San Diego Opera would partner with the Association to bring attention to Little Italy prior to all of the Operas held at Symphony Hall this year.  The Association would need to give up its banner poles for opera promotions in January, February and March at a potential revenue loss of $3,000 from banner sponsorships.  Lou Palestini moved to endorse the partnership with the San Diego Opera.  Dino Cresci seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor. 

Precious Art/Festa proposal

Tom Di Zinno reported that Precious Cheese wants to make a 3 year commitment, commencing this Festa at $7,500 per year to underwrite public art from Chalk La Strada and place it in Little Italy.  Dan Moceri moved to endorse the commitment with Precious Cheese, Steve Galasso seconded the motion.  A discussion followed.  Phyllis Dorfman expressed concerns about Little Italy entering into an agreement with Precious Cheese involving art donated by Chalk La Strada without Chalk La Strada being a part of the agreement or without receiving any benefit from the agreement.  Dan Moceri amended the motion to strike Chalk La Strada from the contract, the Association will work with Chalk La Strada separately.  The Board voted unanimously in favor of the amended motion.

IAAF - LIA Proposal
The Board has previously approved a line item amount of $5,000 to the Italian American Arts Foundations for projects that benefitted Little Italy.  The IAAF was to come back with a specific proposal for benefits to the district during the 2002-03 fiscal year.  The Promotions Committee adopted a proposal and is seeking the Board’s approval.  Father Steve Grancini moved to accept the proposal as submitted.  Frank Stiriti seconded the motion.  A discussion followed.  Father Steve Grancini amended his motion to include that the Association will approve each project or group of projects as they come up.  The amended motion was approved unanimously.

Criterion for designation of Families to honor
Tom Di Zinno is seeking a Board recommendation on the possible criteria to recognize Families to honor at this year’s Festa.  After a discussion, the following criteria were recommended:

· Family residing in Little Italy longest

· Family with business in Little Italy longest

· Family with oldest living member

· Oldest married couple

Ruben Padilla moved to accept the criteria.  Steve Galasso seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.  Tom will determine the logistics of presenting the award.

Community Advisory Board
Minutes of the Community Advisory Board (CAB) were reviewed.  After discussion on the merits and recommendation from the CAB, the Board considered the:

1. Parking Proposal - The CAB recommends an 80/20 split in parking meter revenues.

Also, the CAB recommends that the Little Italy Association control the funds it generates from the district in order to solve parking problems in Little Italy.  Fr. Steve Grancini moved to accept the recommendations on the parking issues as put forth by the Community Advisory Board.  Ruben Padilla Seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.

2. Residential Parking Permits - The Committee is creating a Task Force for residential parking.

3. Quiet Zone - The Committee will come up with a Quiet Zone proposal.

Motion to adjourn
Larry Kuntz moved to adjourn the October Board of Directors meeting.  Steve Galasso seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.  The meeting adjourned at 10:10 a.m.

Next meeting
The next meeting will take place on Tuesday, November 5th, 2002 at 8:30 a.m.

Minutes taken by Rosie DeLuca.
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