Little Italy Association
Board of Directors Meeting

August 6, 2002 - 8:30 a.m.

Our Lady of the Rosary Parish Hall

Present
Pat Brunetto, American Linen / Steve Galasso, Caffe Italia / Tom Di Zinno, Di Zinno Thompson / Tom Fat, Fat City Steakhouse / Dan Pond, India Street Antiques / Deborah Scott, Indigo Grill / / Lou Palestini, San Diego National Bank / Frank Stiriti, Vulcan Steam & Sauna, Inc. / Tony Cefalu, Zagarella’s Restaurant / Dino Cresci, Gargoyle Café / Domenic Brunetto, Mona Lisa Restaurant & Deli / Dan Moceri, Filippi’s Pizza Grotto / Ruben Padilla, Mexican American Insurance Agency / Larry Kuntz, Nelson Photo Supplies / 

Excused
Fr. Steven Grancini, Our Lady of the Rosary / Catherine Chester, Little Italy Antiques & Repair 

Absent
Mario Cefalu, Soluntos Bakery & Deli

Guest
Phyllis Dorfman, Chalk “La Strada” / Kara Galasso Garcia, Barone Galasso & Associates / Gregg Maslak, Face It Clothing / Dave Rodriguez, San Diego Metropolitan / Twyla Cecil, Cecil’s House of Photography / Mike Daniels, The Daniels Group / John Padilla, Padilla Insurance / Fred Gilbert, Assembly member Howard Wayne’s office / Bill Stoetz, Simply Italian / Bruce Getz, SDPD / Pasquale Ioele, Consultant / Roberto Marino, IAAF / James Brown, CCAC, Public Architecture / Anthony Napoli, Remax Real Estate / Laurie Roberts / Image Arts / Barbara Roberts, Image Arts / Tatiana Casavantes, Mayor Murphy’s office / Cambria Dotterer, San Diego Magazine

Staff
Marco Li Mandri, Shirley Zawadzki, Rosie DeLuca

Minutes
The Chairman of the Board Steve Galasso called the meeting to order at 8:40 a.m. Steve asked everyone to introduce themselves.  The meeting was turned over to the President, Marco LiMandri.  Larry Kuntz moved to approve the July minutes.  Pat Brunetto seconded the motion.  The board voted unanimously in favor.

Community Reports
CCAC
Jim Brown gave an update to the Board.

Byron Wear’s Office
Marco reported that Francine Phillips, the representative to Little Italy will be leaving.  

SDPD
Bruce Getz gave an update to the Board on Little Italy.  The crime stats still remain low.  Also, Ernie Servin was made Sergeant.  

Washington Elementary School

Gregg Maslak thanked the Board for the $100 donation for the pancake breakfast.  Also, Gregg indicated that Washington Elementary will be more involved in Artwalk this year.

Mayor Dick Murphy
Tatiana Casavantes updated the Board on several projects that the Mayor is working on.

IAAF
Robert Marino spoke about upcoming events that the IAAF is involved in.

Assemblyman Howard Wayne’s office
Fred Gilbert updated the Board on bill ACR204 which would acknowledge Little Italy as a district.

COMMITTEE REPORTS
Organization Committee
Treasurer’s Report
Lou Palestini reported on the Income and Expense report for July, 2002.  Dan Moceri moved to approve the Income and Expense report for July, 2002.  Frank Stiriti seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.

Washington School Foundation Update
The Washington School Foundation has been put on hold until other projects still pending have been resolved.

Resolution on BID Council Free Event
The City of San Diego has agreed to allow each BID to designate one event to receive city services free of charge.  Tom Di Zinno moved to endorse the Festa as the major event to receive free city services.  Domenic Brunetto seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.

Community Advisory Board Appointee Update
New appointees to the LIA Community Advisory Board are as follows:

Our Lady of the Rosary: Tom Zolezzi

Villa Maria: Kara Galasso-Garcia

Stratus: David Baun

Washington Elementary: Gregg Maslak

Super Bowl Bench Project
The Little Italy Association received a letter from Pr. Candice Lopez from SD City College requesting the endorsement of LIA for their BenchMark Project.  During the Superbowl the city will be filled with unique benches created by artists, sponsorship for a bench is $500.00.  Larry Kuntz moved to support the BenchMark program in the amount of $500.00.  Steve Galasso seconded the motion.  A discussion followed.  Tom Di Zinno will work with Pr. Lopez on the quality and appropriateness of the bench.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.  Funds to come from the Reserve Account.

Mexican Consulate Status
Marco has met with Deputy consulate General Javier Diaz from the Mexican Consulate and he indicated that they are trying to follow the Little Italy Associations recommendation regarding the lines.

CCAC Decision on Little Italy reps
CCAC has voted that beginning with the CCAC election in Fall, 2002, community organization seats be maintained as is: 1 Residential Tenant, 1 Residential Owner Occupant, 1 Business owner.  Tom Fat spoke about his concerns of how the CCAC is primarily made up of residents.  Tom stated that Little Italy’s representation to CCDC is not accurate.

Debate of District 2 Candidates
The Organization committee is recommending that there be a debate in Little Italy between the two District 2 Candidates in mid-September.  Larry Kuntz moved to endorse the debate between the two Candidates.  Tom Di Zinno seconded the motion.  A brief discussion followed.  It was decided that a maximum of $200.00 will be spent for the debate on refreshments.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.

Newsletter
The next issue of the newsletter will be available some time next month.  

Design Committee
Streetscape Plan/CCDC
A letter was written to Jerry Selby at CCDC regarding the Streetscape for Grape and Hawthorn improvements stating the desire to integrate shade canopy trees with the planned Palm trees.  

Entry way signs
The project is on hold, we are looking for a way to officially proceed.  Will start again after the Piazza.

Design Review Committee
India and Hawthorn / La Piazza project
Project will commence soon.  It will be a mixed-use project with Restaurants and Condominiums.  

Porto Siena Jacaranda trees

A letter was written to Brad Richter at CCDC by Rob Quigley regarding the double jacaranda tree landscape requirement along West Cedar Street and how it has not been implemented by the Porto Siena project.  Rob was also concerned that the two other projects now under construction would also deviate from the landscape plan.  In Brad Richter’s response, he informed Rob Quigley that due to the grade/subterranean garage at Porto Siena, they had to place the trees in a different format.  Once the trees flourish they should create the desired effect.  Brad also stated that the other projects have taken steps to avoid a similar situation. 

Piazza Basilone
Update, CCAC Discussion
Copies of letters given to the CCAC from the CCAC Representatives of Little Italy were provided to the Little Italy Board for their review.  All three Little Italy CCAC Representatives endorsed and supported the Piazza Basilone project here in Little Italy.  After review, the CCAC approved the Piazza Basilone project with the condition that additional drawings would be presented to the CCAC.  Final plans should be submitted to the 

City this week.  LIA will engage the services of an Attorney to expedite the permit plan process.  

Promotions Committee
Festa Sponsor Update
To date, LIA has received Festa sponsorships from the following companies:

· Vulcan Steam & Sauna -     $2,500

· Sorrento (Precious Cheese) - $12,750

· San Diego National Bank -   $5,000

· Catellus Development Corp -  $2,500

Mercato Task Force - August 12th, 10:00 a.m.
A Mercato Task Force meeting will take place on August 12th.

Articles
Copies of articles which pertain to Little Italy were provided to the Board.

Economic Restructuring Committee
Discussion on changing parking fee split
Currently, the division of parking fee revenues is 45% / 55%.  45% of revenues go to the parking district and 55% go to the City’s General fund.  There is a new proposal which would change the split to 80% / 20%.

North Embarcadero Plan
Tom Fat updated the Board on the North Embarcadero Plan.

Other - Sicilian Festival / Tom Fat

There are currently 3 major events which take place here in Little Italy:

· Festa

· Artwalk

· Sicilian Festa

Tom Fat recommended to the Board that LIA become a major supporter of the Sicilian Festa.  Steve Galasso informed the Board that the Executive Committee would like the issue to go to the Promotions Committee.  The Promotions Committee will review the issue and come back to the Board with their recommendations in November.

Request for use of LIA logo
Silvia Nantista asked the Board for permission to use the Little Italy logo in her promotional materials.  Larry Kuntz motioned that the Board give Silvia permission to use the logo in her promotional materials for one year.  Domenic Brunetto seconded the motion.  A brief discussion followed.  It was decided that the LIA staff would review all materials with the logo before being sent out.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.

Motion to adjourn
Steve Galasso moved to adjourn the August Board of Directors meeting.  Dan Moceri seconded the motion.  The Board voted unanimously in favor.  The meeting adjourned at 10:08 a.m.

Next meeting
The next meeting will take place on Tuesday, September 10th, 2002 at 8:30 a.m. at Our Lady of the Rosary Church hall.

Minutes taken by Rosie DeLuca.
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